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A REVIEW 



A REVIEW 

OF 

MR. WILBERFORCES TREATISE, &c. 



LETTER I. 

3^r. Wilhtrforcfs Svjlem JlaUd. 

IVIadam, 

'T^HE tafc jou were picafed to aflign mc,, of 

making fome remarks upon Mr. Wilberforce's 

kite publication, entitled, A Practical View of the 

.prevailing religious Syilem of profefTed Chriftians^ 

&c. though undertaken with fome reluftance, has, 

in the execution, been produdlive of a conGderable 

degree of pleafure and advantage. It has induced 

me to review, and- to compare with greater attention 

rthan I (hould otherwife have done^ tht reliigious 

'fyftem which Mr. Wilberforce maintains, and which 

was by education my own, wi^h that ^hich I have 

.•embraced upon rational conviftion in confequencc 

-of ferious enquiry j the refult of which comparifon 

'has been a growing fatisfa£lion in the latter, both 

B with 



1 A Review af Mr, J^ilberforce' s Treatife. 

with regard to its fpeculativc truth, and its pra£lical 
fuperiority, 

Mr. Wilbcrforce is pleafed to dignify the prin- 
ciples which he defends, or rather affumes, through- 
out his work, with the hijgh epithet of " the peculiar 
" doftrines of the gofpel," p. 69, and hardly allows 
the name of chriftian to thofe who call in queftlaa 
his unproved dogmas concerning what he ftyles, 
p. 320, ** the corruptioH of human nature, the 
•^ atonement of the Saviour, and the fan<Elifying 
*^ influence of the holy fpirit." But as in the pre- 
fcnt inquifitive and enlightened age confident af- 
fertions no longer pafe for felf-evident truths, I (hall 
take the liberty of examining freely into the merits 
of thefe opinions which fo unworthily ufurp the 
rvame. of gofp.el doftrines, almoft to the exclufion, 
certainly to the negleft of the genuine doftrine of 
Chrift; and I hope to prove to your vfatisfafKon^ 
that, fo far from making good their claims, they 
arc inconfiftent with reafon, unfounded in fcripture, 
and injurious to morality. 

It is not eafy to make out from Mn Wilberforcc^S 
took the precifc nature of the peculiar doftrincs, 
fhe belief of which is reprefented as effential to 
the chara£leT of a chriftian. As Mr. Wifcerforct 
makes light of the fcience of metaphyfics *, which 
teaches us to think juftly,'and to exprefs ourf«lves 
accurately upon intelle£lual fubjefts, it is not fur- 

* Pra£iical View, p. lo*. 
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A Riview of Mr. Wilherforce^ s Treatife. 3 

prifing that he has neglefbed to give a definition or 
a clear explanation of the dodrines which he fo 
ftrongl^ inculcates, and that he has left his readers 
t6 colIe£t them as they are able, from hints inci- 
dentally thrown out in different parts of his work* 
Indeed. I ftrongly fufpefl that his own ideas of thefe 
Taunted doQrines are very obfcure and confufed % 
and that he would find it difficult to exprefs in in-' 
telligible language the fyftem which he affirms it to 
be necefiary that all (hould believe. 

Upon the fubjedl of what he calls the corruption 
of human nature, Mr. Wilberforce is indeed fuffi<« 
ciently explicit. ** Man** (fays he, p. 26,) " is an 
•* apoftate creature — tainted with fin, not (lightly 
*' and fuperficially, but radically, and to the very 
*' core.*' This it feems is Mr. Wilberforce's idea 
of the (late in which the Creator of the world 
places and leaves the great mafs of his human 
offspring, — and the evidence of this izQt he repre- 
fents as fo " irrefiftibly ftrong, that none but the 
" o^Jllnaiely dull^ (p- S can fail to difcem its force/* 
And as if it were not fufficient for men to be *' na- 
<< turally in a (late in which they are unable to will 
^< or to do rightly," he further teaches us, that in 
this helplefs (late we are left by our Creator " to 
« contend with an evil fpirit, (p. 42) whofe domi- 
«* nion is fo general as to entitle him to the deno« 
** mination of the prince of this world." 

B 2 Mn 



4 -^ Review of Mr. Wilherforce* s Treatifi* 

Mr. Wilberforcc makes no heritation in confign- 
ing to eternal mifery all thofe who fail in 'this un- 
<€<iual contefl, that is, the great -jusrlority ^of the 
liuman race, and even of profeiTed chriftians} aU 
indeed who are not extricated frora ^his wretched 
:and help^lefs (late by <he fupemalaral aid of the 
l)oly fpirit. •" This indeed," he fays, !(p. 5O3J "is 
^* offered to us, and we are furniflied with every 
'^^ help4" but thefe ofFera are of ^no ufe unlefs to 
infult and aggravate our^mifery, fince we are " ni- 
"^ Hirally unable «ven to iv.ill what is right j" and 
therefore unable to accept or defire any afliftance or 
♦deliverance. ^* Of ourfclves," we are told, p. 1 1 3, 
'*^ we <^an do nothing, we are by nature children of 
"^^ wrath, and under the porwer of the evil fpirit. It 
*** is the influence -of the holy fpirit wliich originally 
•^awakens us fromilumber, and quickens us whew 
'^* dead/' Language has no meaning if Mr. WiU 
■berforce -s words do not exprefs the dreadful doc« 
:trine .that the Creator of the univerfe has placed 
•the majority of his human ofF&pring in circum- 
ilanoes the inevitabiexonfequence of which is their 
deternal-mifeijy, for^antof thofe influences of the 
holy IplrU .which they cannot folicit ox dcfire, and 
;which he will not otherwife impart. Such arc the 
ftrange opinion* which Mr. Wilberfoi:ce prefumes 
to call the peculiar doflrincs of the gofpel, the 
i)cUef of vrhich is effential to the charafter of a 

chriftian. 



jt Review of JH^r, Wilberforcis Treaiife. 5 

cliriftian, and which he reprefcnts, p. 330, ** as 
*^ warming the hearts of the* people of God on 
•^ earth witii continual admiration, and thankfuW 
••'nefs, and love, and joy, and as calling forth 
• afrcfh;in heaven the ardeat effuGon« of their in- 
. ** cxhaufted gratitude.'* 

Upon the ftibjeft of the atonement) which, to* 
gether with the corruption of human nature, and 
the influences of the holy fpirit, conftitutes Mr. 
Wilberforce^s fyftem of peculiar dbflrines, as this 
gentleman has declined to explain his ideas, it is 
impofllble to know what hypothefis he means to 
patronife. There are three explanations of the 
do£lrine, one or other of which is ufually adopted 
by perfons who chufe to annex ideas to the language 
they ufe. The firft is the Calvintftic fchcme, which 
teaches that Chrift, being equal with the Father, 
Aiffered either in the garden, on tlie crofs, or ia 
faell, in quantity or in value, all that the eleft 
would have fufFered if they had not been fo redeem- 
ed. Divine juftice required its viftim either in the 
finner or his fubftitute: Jefus became the furety; 
he paid the debt and fatisfied the demand. The 
fecond may be called the Arminian fcheme ; It 
fuppofes that ^he fufFerings of Jefus were incon- 
ceivably fevcrc j and that the obje£t of them was* 
%o exhibit the evil and demerit of fin, and the dif- 
pleafure of God againft it, who would not forgive 
eixn a fincere penitent without thus manifefting hiar 

B 3 hatred 



6 A Review of Mr, Willeiforce' s Treatife, 

hatred of wickednefs. This I conceive to be what 
is now called the moderate do£lrine. The third 
hypothefis is that of the learned Dr. John Taylor *, 
who fuppofes that the fcrlptures reprefent the death 
pf Jefus as an a£l of obedience fo acceptable to 
God, that, as the reward of it, he raifcs all man- 
kind from the grave, and places them in circum- 
.ftanccs of moral advantage equal to that of Adam 
antecedent to the fall. Whether Mr. Wilberforce 
embraces any one of thefe hypothefes, or has any 
other of his own, or whether he ufes his words 
vaguely and without any fettled meaning, does not 
appear. He contents himfelf with general expref- 
fions, fuch, for inftance, as •* that chriftianity is ^ 
" fcheme for juftif}ing the ungodly by Chrift'3 
" dying for them when yet finncrs," (p, 121J a pro- 
pofitipn to which no doubt all chriftians will give a 
verbal aflent, though their ideas may be widely dif- 
fonant from each other. He afterwards dilates upoQ 
♦*tbe benefits of Chrift's fatisfaftion," p. 123; 
^* upon the deep feeling of gratitude for the merits 
•• and interceffion of Chrift, to which we are wholly 
•* indebted for our reconciliation to God, and for 
*• the will and power from firft to laft of working . 
*♦ out our falvation," ib. He recommends " ex- 
" horting men to throw themfelves with deep pro* 
** ftration of foul at the foot of the crofs," p. 124 ; 
and inliils on ^' dependence upon our blefled Sa« 

* Key to the Romansu 
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A Review of Mr. Wilherforce^s Treatife% ^ 

**• vioiix as the alone meritorious caufe of our ac- 
** ceptance with God," p. 127. 

As far therefore as I am able to col left Mr. Wil- 
berforce's. opinion, it feems to be, that the Creator 
doth not extricate any of his creatures from the 
wretched condition in which he places them by na- 
ture, out of pure difmterefted benevolence, but out 
of regard to the traiifcendent merit of another divine 
Being, who by his fufFerings made fatisfa£lion to th^ 
Cre;ator; to whom therefore, as Mr. Wilberforce 
jaftly obferves, we are nuhaUy indebted for our re- 
conciliation with Gpd« 

You will not think, Madam, that I have under- 
taken a very dlSicuU talk in profefling to point out 
the inconfiftency of fuch Extravagant opinions with 
fojund reftfotii with genuine (shridianityi and witU 

gQed mer«li» 

I ftffl) Mad^mi &Ct 



wmmmmmm^m'immmtmmt^ 



- LETTER ir. 

Remarks en Mr. Wilberforce* s Syjlem^ View of 

rational Religion. 

Madam, 

THOUOH it was my de&gn in the preceding 
UttQi tQ exhibit ajp exa6l> and not a caricature 

£14 p^trait 



8 A Review of Mr, Wtllerforce^s TreatljT. 

portrait of Mr, Wilberforcc's fyflem, and tKougKi 
1 have faithfully and clofely copied from his origi- 
nal, I ftrongly fufpeft that this gentleman, if he 
fliould caft his eye upon it, would' deny the refem- 
blance, and would think it impoffihie that lie ftiould' 
patronifc a theory, the prominent features of whicH 
arc fo odious and difgufting. The truth is, that 
Mr. Wilberforce and others who agree with him: 
feldom regard their fyftem In a comprehenfive view^ 
or purfue their principles to their jUft and neceffary 
confcqucnces. Satisfied with being thcmfelves in. 
the number, of the clcflt and regenerate, they fee- 
no caufe to complain on their own account; and 
giving themfelves up to joy and gratitude for their 
pexfonal intcjeft in the promifes of the gofpel, 'they- 
feel comparatively little concern for the nen-el'e^' 
mafs of mankind,, doomeil by the necefflty of their, 
circuraftances to eternal mifery ; and feldom allow, 
themfelves to enquire how far fuch a ftate of things, 
is reconcilable ta wifdom, benevolence, or juftice* 

The natural dnd neceffiiry confequences of prin- 
ciples are the fame whether the advocates of fuch 
principles are apprized of them or not, and whether 
they do or do not chufe to contemplate atxi avow 
them. 

It is from the abfurd and injurious confequences 
which neceflarily refalt from Mr. Wilberforce's 
principles that I infer their fal(hood, and impiety; 
and I am confident that if Mr, Wilberforce faw 

thena . 



jfRevieto of Mr. WUberforce^ s Ireatife. 9 

them in the fame light* ia which they appear to me, 
.his love of truth and virtue would lead him to rejeft 
them with equal abhorrence. 

I fliall now proceed to exhibit a concife view o£ 
rational chrillianity in its connexion with natural 
religion. 

Of rational religion, the firft and fundamental 
principle is, that the Maker of the. univerfe is infi-* 
nitely powerful, wife, and good, and that it is im« 
poflible for him to a£b in contradiction to his eilen* 
tial attributes* 

God is love. Infinite benevoteneetzA/v/ prompt* 
ed him to a£tion. And infinite benevolence, com* 
bined with unerring wifdom, and fupported byjr* 
refiflible power, will infallibly accomplifli its purpofe 
in the bed pofiible manner. It appears in fa£t, that 
a limited quantity of evil, both natural and mo/al^ 
was neceffary to the produftion-of the greateft pof- 
Cble good. Whence this neceffity arifes, we know 
not; but that it could not be avoided in a fyftem 
upon the whole the beft, we are well aflured ; for 
God would not chufe evil for its own fake. Evil 
therefore is introduced and permitted, not becaufe 
It is approvedy but becaufe it is unavoidable. It is in 
its own nature temporary and felf-deftrudlive ; and 
in the view of the Deity it is abforbed and loft, ia 
the contemplation of its ultimate beneficial efFefts, 
fo that to Him the whole fyftem appears wife,., 
beautiful, and good. 

B 5 God 



10 A Reaiev) df Mr. WillerforciS Treattft. 

God IS the Former, the Father, and Bcnefa^lor 
ti the human race, whom for wife reafons, an- 
known to us, but perfeftly confiftent^ no doubt^ 
with his magnificent plan of univerfal order and 
tiappinefs, he has been pleafed to place in circum- 
ftances of fraihy and danger, the natural confe- 
quence of which, in their progtefs through life, is 
the contraftion of a certain degree of moral pollu- 
tion, which, in the nature of things, and Jby the 
divine appointment^ expofes them to a propprtionate 
degree of mifery here or hereafter^ 

But this fadl by no means proves a preponderance 
t)f vice and mifery ih the world j. othcrwife we muft 
conclude that the Maker of the world, whofe cha- 
rafter we learn only from his works, is a weak or a 
jnalignant Being. The truth is, that although the 
quantity of vice and mifery aftually exifting is very 
confiderable, there is ncverthclefs upon the whole a 
irery great preponderance of good in general, and, 
with few, if any exceptions,, in every individual in 
particular. 

The almoft univerfal defire of life and dread of 
diffolution, amounts to a ftrong prefumption, that 
life is in general a bleffing. And the difgrace uni- 
verfally attached to flagrant vice, proves that fueh 
vice is not comhion. Charafter is the fum total of 
moral and intelleftual habits, and the proportion of 
tirtuous habits, in the worft chara£tcrs exceeds that 
of vicious ones* But no charaifler takes the d^no- 

9 mination 



^Review ff Mr. Willerfirtt^s Treatifi. i^- 

tpinatipn of virtuoas unlefs all the habits are on the 
fide of virtue : whereas one eTil habit is fufficient to* 
ftamp a charadier vidous.^ 

God cannot be unjuft to any of his creatures. 
Having brought men into exiftence and placed them- 
io circamftances of imminent peril, though in the- 
nature of things nvifery is neceflarily connected 
with vice, we may certainly conclude that none of 
the- Matures of God. in fuch^ or in any circum** 
ftances will ever be made eternally mtferaile. In*, 
deed it is plainly repugnant to the juftice of God^ 
tibat the gift of exiftence to any of his intelligent 
creatures, (faould be upon the whole ar curfe^ 

The light of philofophy aflFords a, few plaufible^ 
arguments for the doftrine-of a future life ; there 
are fome appearances phyfical and moral> which* 
cannot be fatisfadorily explained upon any other, 
iuppofition. But lince the fentient powers are fuf-^ 
pended by death, and admit of no revival but by the 
revival of the man, a fa£i the expe£);ation of which is- 
entirely unfupported both by experience and ana«r 
Ipgy, the fpeculations of philofophy wodkl com- 
monly, zxA almoft neceflarily, terminate in the di& 
belief of a future exiftence. 

jHere divine revelation offers it8.feafonaWe and 
welcome aid, God has commiflioned his< faithful 
and holy feryant, Jefus of Na7<areth, to teach thCf 
tiniverjEd refurre^iion of the dead> and by his owt» 
tefurre£lion to confirm and exemplify }^a 4o^^^^^» 

B 6 \ Jcfus 



yt2 A Review of Mr. Wilherforc^s Treaiife. 

Jefiis hath authoritatively taught,- that the wickcf : 
will be raifed to fufferiflg j nor could it poflibly be* 
otherwife, if they are to be raifed with the fame* 
fyftem of habits and -feelings with which they de- 
ieended to the grave, and without which their 
identity would be loft. But fince eternal mifery for 
temporary crimes is inconfiftent with every prin- 
ciple of juftice, aod fince a refurreflion from pre-' 
vious infenfibility to indefinite mifery> to. be fuc- 
ceeded by abfolute annihilation, is a harfh fuppofi- 
tiion, contrary to all analogy, and not to be admitted' 
but upon the cleareft evidence, we are naturally led. 
to conclude that the/ fuficrings of the wicked wilL 
be rc«»cdial,^ andr -that they- wiU terminate in a?com- 
plete purification from moral diforder, and in their 
ultimate reftoration to virtue and happinefs. la* 
this conclufion we feem to be juftified by thofe paf-^ 
fages in the apoftolical writings which declare, tha^ 
the Wefl&ngs-of thegofpel (hall be far more exten-^ 
five than the catemitics of the fall*, and^atChrift 
ftall reign till all things ibail be fubdue.d unto himf.' 
The apoftles were commanded to preach the^ 
gofpelto^Ae idolatrous heathen as well as to the- 
choftn family of Abraham, and they were authoriz<« 
cd to confirm .thmn do^irine. by miracles. Thefe : 
extraordinary powers are in the ftripttu^cs caUed the 
fyirit of God,« and the holy fpiritf and ^ the 'greats 
diange which took place in the views^ieelings, and 

♦ R^« Vi t X Cor. XV. . 
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cbaradcr of pharifaic jews and idolatrous heathen^ 
when they fincerely profefled the chriilian faith, is< 
called, a new creation^ regeneration^ rijing from the* 
^adj and the like* And as- converfion to chriftw* 
anity was ufiially produced by the evidence of mi- 
racles, this new creation, regeneration, fandiHca* 
tion, or paifing from death to lifi, is- in this fenfc* 
• afcribed to thefpirit of. God. 

The jews, having been chofen by God to pecu^ 
liar privileges, entertained a very high-notion of 
their own dignity, and expreiTed- themfelves in the 
moft contemptuous langirage of' the idolatrous gen«> 
tiles, who were not in covenant with Jehovah. 0£ 
them felves they' fpoke as a. cbo/in and a holy natiQn^ . 
Jons ofGod^ and heirs of tie fromifej. But the hea-- 
thens were reprefented :as^/i/^^r/^ as aliens.^ as enemies 
to God^ and the like. In alluGon to which forms* 
of expn^ilion the converted gentiles being entitled 
equally W4th converted jews, to the bleiCngs of the 
new difpenfation, they are therefore.faid to ht for^ 
givenj reconciledy and favedj to be fellow^citizens with 
the faints, and of the houfliold of God. 

1 he death of Jefus is fometimes called a propi^ 
fiationy bec9ufe itput an endto .th& mofaic ceco* 
Bomy, .and introduced a. new and. more liberal dif- 
penfationy under vvAiU h the gentiles, who were before 
regarded as enemies, are admitted Jnto a ftate o£ 
amity and reconciliation^ that il,. into a ftate o^ 
privileg(e fimilar to that of the jews* It isaUb oc-( 

caGonally 
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Qifionally called a facrificfj being the ratificatioa of 
that new coyenant into which God is pleafed to^ 
enter with his human offspring, hy which a refur- 
reflion to immortal life and happin^f$ is promifed^ 
without di(tin£iion» to^ all who are truly virtuous^. , 
Believers in Chrift are alfo faid tp have redemption, 
through bis blo^ becaufe they are releafed by the - 
chriftian covenant from the yoke of the ceremonial 
law, and from the bondage of idolatry^. Dr. Taylor 
has in general well explained thefe jewifli phrafes 
in his admirable Key to the apoltolic writings pre-x^ 
^xed to his comnoentary on the epiftle to the Ro-. 
mans. 

1 he fcriptures contain a faithftil and cfedible^ 
account of the cbriftian doSlrine which is^ the true 
Hvord of God : but they are not ibemfelves the word 
of God, nor do they ever aifume that title : and it is 
highly improper to fpeak of them as fuch, as it lead» 
inattentive readers to fuppofe they were writtea 
under a plenary infpiration to which they make nci 
pretenfion, and as fuch expreffions expofe chriftian-> 
ity unnecefTarily to the cavils of unbelievers. Mr. W^ 
and many others, are accuftomed to quote texts as 
difiin£t inCpired aphorifms, without^ regard to the. 
connexion m which they fiand, and '9ft^n» fpr wan^ 
of critical attention to the fcripliires>. in a fenfe 
contrary to their true meaning. In the courfe o( 
thefe ftri&u4-es I,ihaU have occafion to noticfc man^ 
inflances.^£j:hiAkiijd,..: .„ :;. ; ■■■. 

; Chrillianity 
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Chriftianity ftims up the whole of human dutf 
fn the love of God and our neighbour : and require 
faig that all our time ilaould be employed to the beft 
account, and that every adion (hould be confecrated 
to God,, lays no ftrefs upon ritual obfervations, and 
exprefsly aboliflies that di(lin£iion of days which 
Ibrmed fo confpicuous a feature in the moftic infti* 
tutc. To a true Chriftian, every day is a fabbath^ 
every place is a temple, and every a6)ion of life an 
a£t of devotion. A chrifiian is not required to be 
more holy, nor permitted to take greater liberties 
upon one day than upon another. Whatever i»- 
lawful or expedient upon any one day of the week 
is, under the chriftiah difpenfation, equally lawful 
and expedient on any other day. Public worfhip, 
however, muft be conduced at dated intervals; and 
it has been ufual from the earlicft times for chrif- 
tians to afTemble together, on the firft day of the 
week, to commemorate the death, and to celebrate 
the refurreftion of their Maftcr. 

This appears to me to be the true doSrine of 
reafon and revelation, in which the God of nature 
is not reprefented as frowning over his works, and 
trke a mercilefs tyrant dooming^ his helplefs crea- 
tures to eternal mifery, with the arbitrary exception 
of a chofen few \ but as the wife, benevolent, and 
impartial parent of his rational offspring, who is 
training them all under various procefTes of intel- 
lectual and moral difciptine to per£e£l virtue and 

evcrlafting 
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everlafting felicity. Such is the God of my faitK 
and adoration, the God of nature and of reveIation> 
the God and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, . that 
God whofe exiftence, attributes, and govemmetit 
are the joy and confidence of every enlightened and 
virtuous believer* 

Which of the two fyftems, delmeated above, is 
moft agreeable to reafon and revelation, and beft 
adapted to encourage virtue, and to produce rational 
tranquillity of mind, mufl: be left to the judgment 
ofthofe who will take the trouble to examine and^ 
compare them. . 

E am, Madam, .&c»- 



LETTER m. 



Obfervatiom upon the fuppofed viadequate Concepthnr 
generally entertained of the Importance of Chrijiianitj, 
Comparifon between the refpe£l Jbewn to the fcriptures 
by popular interpreters ^ and by rational chriflians. 

Madam^ 

1 NOW proceedj in purfiiance of my defignj tO" 

review Mr. Wilberforce's Treatife; and as it will 

beft anfwer my purpofe to adhere to the author's 

own method, I hope you will have the goodnefs to 

excufe a few occafional repetitions which upon this 

plan are almofl: unavoidable, 

7 He 
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He begins (p. 7.) with " pointing out the ver/ 
"^inadequate conceptioiu which ^ the bulk of pro** 
^ fefled chriftians entertain of chridianitv, and 
^ complsuns that their homage is intended to be 
^* paid not to-ehriftianity in particular, but at beft 
** to religion^iiP general, perhaps to mere morality. 
" With chriftianity as diftin£l hova thefe they are 
^ little acquainted.'' 

' I like not this diflinfiion between chriflianity 
and religious morality, from which it is infeparable, 
and from its tendexfcy to encourage which it derives 
all its value. This cold and fupercilious manner o£ 
fpeaking of religion, and morality^ is* liable to be 
mifapprehended, and tends to generate indifierence 
towards religious and moral praAice. Mr. W« I 
am perfuadid, has no fueh intentionri but his ex* 
preflions fiiould have been more guarded. 

By chriftianity as diftin£i from religion and mere* 
morality, Mr. W. proBably means the doQrines of 
the chriftian rcKgion (p. 8.) "There are/* fays he,, 
'^ fome few fa£ks, and perhaps fome leading doc- 
" trines and principles of which they cannot be 
" wholly ignorant^ but of the confequences and 
<' relations, and '- pra£lical ufes. of thcfe. they havo 
** few ideas, or none at all." 

I fhall not. now flay to enquire what the confe^ 
quencesy relations Mndpra^ieal u/es of chriftian doc-* 
trines and principles are as dijlin5f ixova religion and 
morality; but only obferve, that if Mr. W. meana 

tQ 
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lo affirm that men profefling chriftianity arc in ge- 
neral ignorant of its fundamental principles, he is 
greatly miftaken. Thefe ar<| <Avious to the ijfvcaneft 
capacity, and no perfon wha b. capable of reading 
the fcriptures can doubt that the chief dodrine of 
Chrift and his apoftles is, that the virtuous (haU 
tife to happinefs, aod the vicious to fufiering, how 
little foever their conduft may be governed by * 
regard to tb^fe important principles. . But if he 
means by chriftianity vt^hat he is pleafed to call ita^ 
peculiar doftrines, fuch as origirral depravity, atone*, 
ment, and the like, which conftitute no part of the 
chriftianity of the new t^fl^ment, it is not much ta 
be regretted, that chriftian& are either totally, igno^v 
rant of thefe' doftrines, or' that profefling ta be* 
neve them they pay little pradVkal attention ta^ 
them. 

Every friend to religion vriU lament with Mn W^l 
(p. 8.) " That the children 6f chriftian parents^ 
• while they are catefully educated in all thofe ac« 
** compliihmcnts which belong to their ftation ia 
** life, are left to colled theit religion a^ they may : 
^ and that in an age wherein infidelity abounds,^ 
^* they take little care to inftnid theilp children in 
" the principles of the faith whiA they profefs,: 
•^ and to furnifti them with arguments for the dc- 
" fence of it/* And ic is highly probable that 
much of the infidelity of the age may be traced to- 
this fource. . . , , 

Mr. 
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Mr. W. in the following pages defcribes the little 
pra£iical regard which profefied chriftians in general 
pay to their principles, and the great inferiority o£ 
(he common flandard of morality, to the req'uifuions 
of the gofpcl. He alfp juftly animadverts upon the 
criminality of voluntary ignorance, and the extreme 
folly of ^^ expe£ling to be chriftians without labour,, 
^* ftudy, or enquiry," (p. 15.) 

^* The diligent peruGil of the fcriptures," it is 
added, '^ would difcover to us our pail ignorance. 
■V We fliould ceafe to be deceived by fuperficial ap- 
* pearanceS) and to confound the gofpel of Chriil 
*• with the fyftcrhs^ of philofophers/* Upon this 
•ground I readily join iflue with him, and deiVrc 
Clothing more than tliat our rcfpeflive theories may 
be brought' to the tcft of the fcrtptiires critically 
examined, and rightly underdood. And here te 
may be proper briefly to ftate the different methedi 
in which the advocates for popular fyftems, and the 
friends of rational chriilianity^ exprefs the veneraS* 
tion which both profefs for the writings of the 
iapoftles and evangelifts. This is th^ more necet 
iary,* as rational chriftians are often accufed of not 
paying due refpeft to the authority of the fcrip*- 
ture9* 

Popular writers teftify their regard for the fcrip- 
tures, by averting or affuming their plenary infpir- 
gtion — by calling them indifcriminat^ly the word of 
God-^y quoting text upon text without regard to 

coiine£lionj» 
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€onne£lion, without proper expiinataon, witKotit^ 
any allowance for figurative language, or jcwilk 
phrafeology, and without any attefnpt to afccrtatn 
the genuinenefs of difputed pafTages^; citing. detach- 
ed fentenceS) as infpired apophthegms, relying wltb 
full confidence on the received text, as though the- 
authority, of its editors * were equal to that of the 
apoftles, and apparently ignorant oi all' that ha$- 
been accompliihed by the indefatigable induftryi 
and penetrating fagacity of modern critics f, to coiy 
x^ci the text and to bring it nearer to the originafl' 
ftandard ; equally confiding in the authority of the 
Englifli tranflation ; and annexing without hefita^- 
tion or enquiry thofe fenfes to diiputed phrafe3 
which have been learned fronv obfolete articles and 
ereeds^, the produ£l of an age juil emerging from 
barbarifm, when neither the language nor the docr- 
trines of the fcripture were well underftood* This, 
in the eftimation of many, is paying due honour to 
the chriflian Scriptures. 

But the men who in my judgment {hew the trueft 
refpedl to tlic NewTeilament, are thofe who regard 

* Krafmus, Robert Stephens, and Bcza, who publifhed cdf- 
tions of the Greek. Teftament- from- ixianufcripts • in their poG 
fcHion, in the 1 6th century; fince which time little alteratioiu 
has been nnade in the received text. 

f Upwards of three hundred manufc'ripts have been collated 
fince the x6th century, by. which the received text might be in 
iB^n.y places materially corrected. 

tlict- 
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'^e facred writers as capable and faithful witnefles 
^fcoih of the do£lrine which Jefus taught, and of the 
^ads which'they relate — ^who, not forward to admit 
of any deviation from the laws of nature where the 
BeceiBty is not devious, allow the infpiration of the 
writers of the New Teftament in no cafes where 
they do not themfclves exprefsly claim it, and who 
are not^fparingof the labour neceflary to diftinguUh 
even inithe<canonical books., what is of divine au- 
thority^ from that which is«of human originr— who 
believe that ^tbe evangelical .and apoftolic writings 
eontain a complete and authentic account of .the 
do6irine and religion of Jefus-— who ibew their ve- 
'Heration for the fcriptures, not by taking every 
<hing upontruft, but by a diligent ^enquiry into the 
.genumenefs of every book^ admitting no one into 
their canon whkh cannot fatisfaQorily prove its 
^tle to apoftolic origin— iwho do not Jbaftily allow 
^the infallibility of the received text. of thdfe book^^ 
whofe general authority is acknowledged «— who 
^thlnk that the editors of the 'fix teenthcentury^how* 
ever honeft, diligent and fagacIouA, were equally 
liable to mifapprehenfion and prejudice with later 
publifhers of the facred text, and have no para- 
mount claim to infallibility — who, conceiving that 
many new fources of information have been opened 
in the two laft centuries, and that much has been 
done to corrcdJ: and improve the received text, will 
admit no pafiage as genuine which has found its 

way 
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way into the common editions of the fcripturcs, ill 
oppofition to the naoft approved m'anufcripts, the 
moil ancient and tmcorrupted verfions, and the 
united teftimonies of the earlieft chriftian writers— ^« 
who, having thus obtained a text approximating as 
nearly as poflible to original purity, diligently ftudy 
the true meaning of oriental imagery, and of jewifh 
idioms and phrafes, — who, paying little deference to. 
tranflations by authority, or to fenfes arbitrarily an- 
nexed to the apoftolic language by the prejudiced 
compilers of catechifms and creeds, follow the great 
example of Locke in (ludying the fcripturcs them- 
fchrcs, and in making them their own interpreters ; 
reading them over repeatedly with due attention to 
difcovcr die meaning of the author, and the fcopfe 
of his argument—comparing together fimilar paf* 
fages, illuftrating the New Teftament by the Old^ 
:ind paflage^ brief, enigmatical, and obfcurC) hf 
thofe which are copious, clear, and intelligible ; 
thus extricating the genuine fenfe, without taking 
into conGderation whether it agrees with this or is 
tepugnant to that hypothefis of vain and ignorant 
men, who ftrain the apoilolic language to the fup- 
port of their favourite fyftems. 

This is the way in which rational critics fliew 
their attachment to the chriftian fcripturcs. Whe- 
ther this judicious homage of men of learning and 
enquiry, or the blind refpe£t of popular interpreters 
be moft honourable to that £acred and ineftimable 

volume. 
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X 

Volume, and mod worthy the imitation of thofe 
who afpirc to the high diftinftion of enlightened 
and confident chriftians, let candour and good fenfe 
determine. 

I am, Madam, &c. 



LETTER IV. 

"XHoncernirtg the f(ippojed Corruption cf Human Nature. 

. Madam, 

*NxR. Wilberforce having difcufied the defeftivc 
notions which he fuppofes the bulk of profeifed 
chrlftrans to entertain of the importance of chrlfti- 
atlity in general, defcends, (c. 2.) to animadvert 
upon what he deems to be particular mifconceptions 
of its doftrines ; and begins (fcft. i.) with "the 
** corruption and weaknefs of hum?n nature,'* upon 
which he aflumes a tone of confidence proportioned, 
t had alnioft faid, to thie defefl. of evidence. 

Let us, in entering ■ upon this c;nquiry, fet out 
Upon right principles, and look fteadily forward to 
direft and jieccffary confequences. Ic will at leaft 
make us circutnfpeft in examining fafts, and cau- 
tious in admitting conclufions. I affume it as an 
axiom >vhich ncedi no proof, that, " whatever we 

** arc 
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** arc by nature, we are what our Creator made 
•** us *." Alfo that we have no fatisfa£iory rule of 
judging of the chara£cer of the Deity, but from hi$ 
operations. If in the works of God there is a pre- 
ponderance of .good, both natural and moral, and a 
continually increafing tendency to ultimate and in- 
finite good, the Creator of the 4iniverfe'is infinitely 
^benevolent. But the melancholy reverfe of this is 
true, if there be a preponderance of evil. If in- 
Kleed the fa£l, after impartial and diligent enquiry^ 
aj)pears to be fuch, we muft acquiefee in what we 
are not able to remedy. But that -the 'Governor tJf 
^he univerfe is a vmalignant Being, is a do£lrine fo 
diflrefling, and to which a well-difpofed mind is fo 
averie, that nothing but the mod urrefiftible *evi* 
^ence will ever make it credible. 

It is futile to allege, as a palliation of the 'diffi- 
culty, that the firft parents of the human race wer* 
^originally innocent and happy ; but that, in confe- 
-quence of their fall, they contra£ied a depraved 
.nature which they tranfihitted to their .poftcrity, for 
which God is not accountable. Such reafoning as 
this cannot impofe upon the underftanding -even of 
a child. Did God refign t^e dire£Uon -of his works 
as foon as he had placed Adam in .paradife ? Is not 
his agency as really and as immediately concerned 
•in the formation of every individual of mankind, as 
dn that of their original anceftor ? If I am born into 

* .Pra6lical View, p. 53. • ' - 

the 
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the world a. depraved creature, it is by his appoint-, 
ment,. and even by his immediate energy. ^* I am 
'' what my Creator made me." 

It is, if poflible, ftill more prepofterous to argue^ 
that although evil prevails in this diftriA of the 
univerfe, good may greatly preponderate upon the 
whole. This is nothing more than an appeal from 
fa£l to gratuitous fuppofition. We can- only reafon 
from what we know. If evil prevails as far as our 
obfervation extends, we can have no reafon to be« 
lieve that it does not prevail in the fame proportion 
through the univerfe. Revelation itfelf could not 
prove the contrary \ for if God be a malignant 
Being, how can we know that^e does not take 
pleafure in deceiving his creatures ? What ground 
have we for depending upon his veracity ? 

The queftion before us then is not a queflion of 
mere fpe^ulation, it is a queftion of fa£l and expe- 
rience, pregnant with the moft ferious confequences: 
it involves the moral charafier of the Supreme 
Being. Let us now enquire what view Mr. W; 
-exhibits of the works of his Creator. 

From Chriftianity, fays Mr. W. (p. 26) « we 
'^ learn that man is an apoftate creature, fallen from 
'^ his high original, degraded in his nature, and de-^ 
^' praved in his faculties, indifpofed to good, and 
'* difpofed to evil ; prone to vice, it is natural and 
^ eafy to him *, diiinclined to virtue, it is diflScult 
^^ and laborious ; that he is tainted with fin, not 

C « flighUy 
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flightly and fuperficially, but radically^ and io tht 
*' very core" 

Of the truth of thefe fafts Mr. W. is fo confi- 
dent, that he thinks, (p. 27) that " if this very 
** corruption did not warp the judgment, nome 
** would be hardy enough to attempt to controvert 
*' them." . 

After an eloquent defcription of ' the natural 
■powers of man, he proceeds (p. 28) to defcribe his 
• actual (late, and to argue the depravity of human 
nature from an induction of particulars. "With 
this view he appeals to the chara£ler of the ancient 
heathen, and of modern favages. He argues from 
the imperfedl' morals of profeffing chriftians, frorti 
the perverfe and froward difpofition of diildren, 
from the pronenefs of men to felf-deceit, from the 
negligence of mere profeflbrs, and from (he con- 
fellions of fincere chriftians. " This (late of fa£bs 
*' he affirms (p. 39) cannot be accounted for on any 
*' other fuppofition than that of fame original taint, 
*' fome radical principle of corruption." Hence \vl 
triumphantly concludes, (p. 40) that *' the depra*- 
*' vity of human nature is proved by the fame mode 
^* of reafoning as has been deemed exclufive in efta^- 
*' blifliing the exiftence, and afccrtaining the laws 
•* of the principle of gravitation, and that the doc«- 
•^ trine refts qii the fame bafjs as the fublime philo- 
«« fophy of Newton." " -L^eft however (fays he, 
« p, 5 1 ) any fliould be fo oiJllnGtely dull as not to 

" difccru 
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** difcem the force of the evidence fuggefted td out 
•* reafon, and -confirmed by all eiperience," revela- 
tion comes in (p. 40) and *^ fullains the fallible 
** conjefturesi^ of our unaffifted reafon^** And he 
produces a number of texts which in his judgment 
prove the do£lrine ; adding, (p. 41) '* that paflages 
•* might be multiplied upon paflages, which fpcak 
" the fame iangirage ; and thcfc again might be il- 
'* luflrated and confirmed at large by various other 
" confiderations/' So that (p. 51) ^^ wc mull be 
•' altogether incxcu fable if we (lill remain uncon- 
** vinced by fuch an accumulated mafs of argu- 
•« ment." 

Such is the account Mr. W. gives of the (late of 
man by nature, thai is, as he comes out of the 
hands of his Maker. And he docs not hcCtate to 
leprefent this doilrine (p. 24) " as lying at the root 
** of all true religion, and as eminently the bafis and 
« ground work of chriftianity." 

** Inexcufable*' as it may appear to Mr. Wilber- 
force, I am not ufliamed to avow myfelf to be one 
of thofe who are either fo " ohflitwie^y dttUi^ or 
** whofe judgments are fo warped by this very cor- 
** ruption," as not to be convinced by an " accu- 
•* mulated mafs" of arguments which ate at one 
time reprefented as *' equivalent to the deinonftra^ 
" tions of the Newtonian philofophy," and at an- 
other ftylcd, with more propriety, " fallible conjee* 

C 2 •* tures," 
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^* turcs," and which are feebly fupportcd by an in- 
judicious colle^on of unexplained and mifapplied 
paflages of fcripture. I do not fee reafon to beliere 
that the wife and benevolent Creator has introduced 
into exiftence hi« human offspring, <* tainted to the 
•* very core with fin." And I hcfitate not to fay^ 
that whoever affirms this, impeaches the chara£ler 
of his Maker and traduces his worics. The fol- 
lowing (Afervations will, I hope, ftate the matter 
in a clear and fatisfadiory light. 

Charadler is the fum total t>f habits. But in 
forming an eftimate of moral Worth, it is an inva^p 
riable principle that one vice ft amps a charadier 
vicious, while a thoufand virtues will not atone for 
one immoral habit. If a man be a liar, or diflio- 
neft, or intemperate, or impious, his chara£ler is 
denominated vicious, with whatever virtues it may 
otherwife be adorned. "He who keepeth the whole 
" law, and ofFendeth in one point, is guilty of all." 
And the reafon is evident, virtue is that fyftem of 
habits which conduces to the greateft ultimate hap-^ 
pinefs ; vice is that which diminiflies happinefs, or 
produces mifery. The union therefore of a (ingle 
vice with a conftellation of virtues, will contaminate 
them all j will prevent them from producing their 
proper efie£t, and will, in proportion as it prevails, 
diminifh the happinefs, or produce the mifery of 
the agent^ who never can attain the true end of his 

exiftence 
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exiilence till this vice is eradicated. He cannot 
enjojr perfe£l moral health till every mental diibrdcy 
is radically removed. 

Hence it follows, that there may be a conC* 
derable preponderance of virtues even in characters 
jaftly eftimated as vicious, and likewife that the 
quantity of virtue in the world may far exceed that 
of vice, though the number of virtuous chara£iers 
may be lefs than that of vicious ones. 

And this is the real (late of things. That a very 
confiderable proportion of moral evil a£lually exifts, 
and indeed far more than we fliould antecedently 
have expeAed under the government of God, can* 
not be denied : The exadl fum can never be known. 
But that vice upon the whole predominates over 
virtue, is contrary to experience: Few charaflers 
are flagrantly wicked; and perhaps, even in the 
word of men, good habits and adlions are more nu- 
merous than the contrary. Certainly they are fo 
in the majority of mankind. And though perfect 
re£iitude is no where to be found, preponderant 
tirtue is almoft univerfal. 

We hear more of the vices of men than of their 
virtue's: and why? Becaafe virtue is the ordinary 
ftate of things, and no notice is taken of it : vice is 
a deviation from the accu domed order, and there- 
fore it is remarked and recorded. Children, we arc 
told, (p. 34) " are perverfe'and frowiird ;" that is, 
they now and then difcover fuch a temper, and 

C 3 every 
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every inftance of it is noted. But of their inno- 
cence, their gentlenefs, their playfnlnefs, their fa- 
cility of being pleafed, or pacified, and the like, no 
notice is taken, becaufe it is their ufual. flate. The 
virtue of honefty aflumes the name of camtnon from 
its very general prevalence, and ^' mere morality '* 
feems, even in Mr. W.'s eftimation, to be a cheap 
commodity. -How much more frequent is modera- 
tion than grofs intemperance, and veracity than 
falfliood ? In a. word, fuch is the fituation in which 
we arc happily placed by Diivine Providence, that 
although in tlie beft charaQers fome imperfe£^ion 
cxifts, stfi^ in the m^^Jority of mankind more than 
one vice prevails_,;yct a preponderance of virtue i?, 
with vcry^few- exceptions, generated in all. 

Mri'W. will hardly mainta'iu what fame have 
firangety aflertcd, that all nftions and habits pre- 
vious to convex fion, are fiiifal. The refutation of 
.fuch ap abfurdity would be an abufe of argument. 

'1 he exiflence of evil in the degree in which it 
prevails^ ** cannot be arcounted for according to 
" Mr. W. (p. 39) on any otlier fuppofition thaiir 
.**' that of fome original taint, fome radical principle 
** of corruptioa.'* The oiily enquiry of importance 
upon this fubje£l:, is into the quantity and propor- 
tion of the evil which adually exvfts. How it was 
Crft introduced is a quelHon comparatively of little* 
moment. The drlRculty is the fame upon all hy- 
potbeGe^iv All muft ultimately be referred to God. 

" Ha 
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** He made light and created darknefs, he made 
** peace and created evil.** My controverfy with 
Mr, W. is not about the origin of evil, but the de- 
gree and defign of it* With regard to the former 
queftion^ though it may be allowed that in fome in- 
ftances children fecm to inherit the vices as well as 
the difeafes of their parents ; yet in general it ap- 
pears mod probable, that as men are the creatures 
of circumftances, the habits they form, whether 
good or bad, are the refult of the imprcfllons to 
which they are expofed* 

. Alt vice muft futFer its proper punidiment, that 
is,, moral evil muft be expelled by the application of 
natural evil; and if the difcipline of the prcf^rnt 
life IS not adequate to this end, the procefs mud be 
carried on by the feverer fufferings of a future re- 
tribution. This is indeed an alarming confideration, 
even to men of the beft charaflcrs, for there are 
very few who have attained that perfe6iIon of virtue 
which will exempt, them from all painful apprehcn- 
fipns with regard to their future ft ate of being. 
** Strait is the gate and narrow is the way that leads 
*^ to life, and few there be that find it," But on 
the contrary, the preponderance of virtuous affec- 
tions, even in charafters contaminated with gjofs 
vice, affords a pleafing prefumption, that whatever 
intermediate fcene of fufFering may await the of- 
fender, virtue will ultimately triumph, and that all 

C 4 the 
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the rational creatures of God will in the end be 
pcrfeftly holy and happy. 

Mr. W.'s arguments from fcripture in favour of 
the corruption of human nature, are as little to the 
purpofe as his appeal to fa£ls, and afford a curious 
fpecimen of his loofe and injudicious mode of rca- 
foning from fcriptore Authority. He has indeed 
(p. 40) colle£led together a number of texts, but 
without any regard either to their authority or con- 
nexion ; and I give him . credit when he adds, at 
the conclufion, that ** paflages might be multiplied 
•' upon paflages,** in the fame mariner and without 
end. He quotes fome fentences from the book of 
Job ; but before we can bow to this authority as 
divine, Mr. W. muft inform us whether it be the 
author qf the book who is infpired, or the fpeakers, 
or both, and in what degree. The quotations are 
made from a fpeech of Eliphaz, ch. xx. 14—- 1 6. 
<* The imagination of man*s heart is evil from his 
** youth.^* But to Eliphaz, and his friends, Je- 
hovah exprefsly declares, ch. xlii. 7. " You hare 
•* not fpoken of me the thing that is right." Yet 
this man's doftrine Mr. W. calls holy fcripture, 
and cites as of divine authority. It would alfo be 
difficult to prove that David, in his penitential la- 
mentation over his enormous crime, wrote under a 
divine impulfe, or that Solomon was fupernaturally 
endowed with any other than political wifdom. 

5 Mr. 
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Mr. W. has alfo prefled into his fervicc a text from 
St. Paul, Rom. vii. 24. *^ O wretched man that I 
** am ! who fliall dejiver me from the body of this 
•* death ?" in which the apoftlc perfonifying an 
alarmed jew, afks where he (ball find fufficient 
power to releafe him from the tyranny of thofe vi- 
cious habits which the law, by driving him Xb de- 
fpair, cherifhed and ftrengthened, and which conti- 
nually adhered to him and diftrefled him, like a 
dead body faftened to a living man. If Mr. W» 
doubts the truth of this interpretation, he may con« 
fult thofe truly eminent critics, Locke and Taylor. 
They like wife would inform him that the other text 
which he has quoted from the epiftle to the Ephe- 
fians, ch. ii. 3. " We were by nature children of 
** wrath, even as others," means nothing more than 
that the perfons to whom he wrote had been origr- 
W/^ gentiles, en flaved like others to the idolatries 
and the vices of their heathen Hate *. 

If I have in any degree vindicated to your fatif- 
fadion the character of the human fpecies, and of 
its divine and benevolent Author, from the heavy 
and unproved charges alleged againft both in the 
treatife of Mr. W. it will afford fincere pleafure to, 

Madam, &c. 

* He that reads and confiders, fays Mr. Locke in his noted 
up«n the paiTage, cannot doubt that St. Paul here under the 
lecms ive and o»r, fpeaks of the gentile cooveru. 

C s LETTER 
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LETTER V. 

Concerning tie fuppofed Evil Spirit^ and the naturd 

State of Man. 

itlADAMy 

The <k)ftrihe of a devil, and of hi's agency, of a 
Vcing of pure malevolence, who is to every prac- 
tical purpofc omniprefent and omnifcicnt, and en- 
^lued with formidable and indefinite powers, whofe 
fole employment is to do mifchief and to tempt 
men to fin^ which finds a zealous advocate in 
]^Ir. W, is fo highly improbable in itfelf, and bears 
fo hard upon the wifdom and, benevolence of the 
divine charafter, that nothing ftiort of the moft 
decifive evidence can eftablifli the faft. In order 
to this it muft firft be proved, that the facred writers 
believed and taught the exiftence and agency of 
this ftrangc and anomalous Being ; and fecondly, 
that this doclrine was communicated to them hy 
revelation, and that they were authorized to mak« 
it known to the world. Neither of thefe points 
«an be made out to the fatisfa<Sion'of an intelligent 
and critical reader of the fcriptures : the doftrine 
therefore falls to the ground. And I, for one, am 
tiot afhimed to avow that I regard the notion of a 
devil and his agency, as •* an evanefcent prejudice 

" which 
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'* which it 13 now a difcredk to a man of undcr- 
** (landing to believe." p. 42. 

Mr. W. however, afBrms> with his ufual confi- 
dence, (p. 42.) ** That the word of God inllrucls 
** us that we have to contend not only with our own 
** natural depravity, but with the power of dark- 
** nefs, the Evil Spirity who rules in the hearts of 
** the wicked, and whofc dominion we learn from 
" fcripture to be fo general as to entitle him to the 
** denomination of the Prince of this Warld.*' He 
further adds, " that the exiftence and agency of the 
" Evil Spirit are diftindlly and repeatedly affirmed 
** in fcripture.'* 

But notwithftanding thefe pofitive aflertions, the 
truth is, that the exiftence of an evil fpirit is no 
where exprcfsly taught as a doftrine of revelation. 
It was unknown to the jews previous to the capti- 
vity, but was probably borrowed by their learned 
men, at that time, from the oriental philofophy, of 
which it is well known to huve conftitutcd an ef- 
fential part. After their return it became, in pro- 
ccfs of time, the popular creed, and the popular 
language being gradually fafhioued to it, was adopt- 
ed equally by thofe who did, and thofe who did not 
believe the theory upon which it was founded. 
Hence in the New Teftament we find evil natural 
and moral often afcribed to the devil, to demons, or 
the ghofts of wicked men *. But neither Jcfus nor 

'-* See Farmer on the Dcm'^uiucs. 

c 6 h;» 



36 , A Rei ie^ of Mr. Wilherfofce^s Trentife. . 

his apoftlcs ever explicitly declare that they them- 
felves admitted the philofophy which governed the 
language of the Country iit which they lived, much 
lefs do they profefs to teach it as of divine autho- 
rity. They leave the mythology of evil fpirits, like 
■many other popular opinions and prejudices, in the 
fame ftate in which they found it, to be correfted 
in the courfe of time by the principles which they 
taught, and by the growing good fenfe of mankind. 
Wc may indeed fancy that they ought to have con- 
tradidled the doftrine if it had not been true, or, 
at leaft) that they ought not to have countenanced 
it by the ufe of popular language. But what right 
have wc to aflert this, or to di£late to the Supreme 
Being, to what objefts revelation fhall extend ? The 
faft is, that the firft teachers of chriftianiry neither * 
pofitively affirm nor authoritatively contradiA the 
cxiftcnce and agency of an evil fpirit j but exprefs 
themfelves upon this fubjeft exadlly as the reft of 
their contemporaries would. The doftrine there- 
ford refts upon its own evidence, that is, upon no 
evidence at all. 

Upon this fubjeft Mr. W. contents himfelf with 
affertion without proof. He indeed tells us that 
** the evil fpirit is entitled to the denomination of 
** the prince of this world." The expreflion occurs 
John ociv. 30. " The prince of this world cometh 
** and hath nothing in me." It is not eafy to afcer- 
tain the fenfe of this text, but to explain it of the 

devil 
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devil 19 perfcQly arbitrary. Perhaps, the true mean-^ 
ing is^ th^t Jefus w^ aboirt to be unjaftly arrefted 
by order of the magiftrate *. And upon this intcr-^ 
pretation what becomes of the argument for the 
univerfal dominion of the evil fpiric I 

Mr. W. mentions no other text as countenancing 
his doftrine, excepting p. 46, where he quotes 
Jude, ver. 6. ** The angels who kept not their firfl 
" eftate he has referved in everlafting chains under 
" darknefs unto the judgment of the great day.'* 
The writer of this obfcure epiftle here argues with 
his readers upon their profefTed principles^ alluding 
to a mythology, which probably was at that time 
familiar, but is now loft -, nor can any thing be in- 
ferred from a compofition the genuinenefs of which 
is known to be very doubtful. At any rate it proves 
nothing concerning diabolical agency, for it repre- 
fents the fallen angels not as ranging at liberty, but 
as bound in chains. 

Mr. W. is pleafed to remark, p. 43. That " al- 
** though the fcripture do6lrine," as he unwarrant- 
ably terms it, " concerning the evil fpirit is thus 
" generally exploded, yet were we to confider the 
** matter ferioufly and fairly, we fliould probably find 

♦ See a fimilar expreffion, i Cor. ii. 8, where the jewifli 
rulers who crucified our Lord are certainly the perfons intend- 
ed. " Which nanc of the princes of this world knew, for had 
y they known it they would not have crucified the Lord of 

" Glory." 

** ground 
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" ground for believing that there is no better reafon 
*' for its being abandoned, than that many abfurd 
" {lories concerning fpirits and apparitions have 
*' been ufed to be believed and propagated amongft 
*' weak and credulous people, and that the evil 
*' fpirit not being the objeft of our bodily eyes, it 
** would be an inftance of the fame weaknefs to 
<< give credit to the dodlrine of its exiflence and 
** agency." 

The difputant who can urge this weak objedlion, 
may, perhaps, be fatisfied with Mr. W.'s irrelevant 
reply : in which all that he attempts to prove is, 
that it is no more incredible that an immaterial 
being fhould be a tempter^ than a material one. He 
fecms, indeed, to think it neceflary to help out his 
argument with the unqualified aflertion, p. 44. that 
to " deny the exiftence and operation of thefe qua- 
** lities in an immaterial being, is in direSf contra-^ 
** d'l&ion to the authority of fcripture^ But as no 
fuch authority is produced, we may hope to be ex- 
cufed if we do not, upon his bare word, admit a 
doftrine which appears to be unfounded in argu- 
ment or experience, and fubverfive of the moft im* 
portant principles of natural and revealed religion. 

The true reafon why men of fenfe lejecl the 
notion of diabolical agency is, the total want of 
evidence to prove it. As philofophers, they difcover 
no phenomena which countenance the hypothefis 
of an invifible malignant energy^ and as attentive 

reader* 
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leaders of the chriftian fcriptures, they fee nothing 
to warrant fueh a conclufion, but a fort of language, 
'which a competent acquaintance with the oriental 
llyle would teach them to interpret in a figurative 
and mythological, and not in a literal and hiftorical 
fcnfe. 

It is obfervedj p. 44. that ** this topic, however 
" it may excite the ridicule of the inconfiderate, 
** will fuggefl. matter of ferious apprehenfion to all 
** who form their opinions on the authority of the 
** word of God : Thus brought as we are into cap- 
" tivity and expofed to danger, depraved and weak- 
" ened within, and tempted from without, it might 
" well fill our hearts with anxiety, &c " And in* 
deed it would be a moil alarming conGderation, if 
we had reafon to believe that we lay at the mercy 
of what our author calls " the evil fpirit 5" or that 
any fuch being was permitted to.hold intercourfe with 
this world, and to gain accefs to the human mind. 
Happily for us, there is no evidence from reafon to 
prove that any fpirit, good or evil, (hares with the 
Supreme in the government of the univerfe ; nor 
do the fcriptures, carefully ftudied and rightly un»- 
derftood, authorize any fuch unphilofophical and 
mifchievous opinion. 

Mr. W. towards the concluGon of this fe6lion, 
reverts to his favourite do£trine of the corruption of 
human nature, the difbelicf of which, according to 
him, is attended with the mod fatal confcquencca. 

"It 
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•« It is here," he fays, p. 50. " that oar foundation 
" muft be laid, otherwife oor fuperftrufture will 
** prove tottering and infecure. This is no meta^ 
'^ phydcal fpeculation, but a pra£iical matteir. 
<^ Slight and fuperficial conceptions of our tiatural 
** ftate of degradation, and of our infufEciency to 
<^ recover from it of ourfelves, produce a fatal in* 
*f fenfibility to the Divine warning, &c/* AM thii 
is eloquent declamation and pofitive aflertion, but it 
wants proof. 

It is curious to mark the progrefs of Mr. W.'^ 
fyftem : P. 26. " We are by nature tainted with fin, 
" not flightly and fupcrficialiy, but radically, and to 
" the very core." P. 42. " In addition to this, wc 
** have to contend with an evil fpirit, who rules in 
** the hearts of the wicked." P. 46. " Revelation 
" teaches that the wages of fin is death," that is, 
P. 6o* " An eternity of unfpeakable mifery." P. 45* 
The account it gives of the chara£ier of our 
Judge, and of the probable principles of his de* 
*' termination, ferves to turn painful apprehenfiott 
" into fixed and certain terror." ?• 50. "Delivcr- 
** ance is proclaimed and indeed offered, and we arc 
'* plainly admoniflied to work out our falvation, but 
** we are unable of ourfelves to will or to do rightly J* 

In this ftate the great mafs of mankind are left. . 
Born into the world with a nature radically tainted, 
with fin, they can neither will nor do any thing 
without thsft aid which God will not impart, and 

foe 
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for want of which they are doomed to eternal and 
mifpeakable mifery. Thefe, according to Mr. W. 
are the fundamental and peculiar doflrines of that 
gofpel which we are aflured ^' contains glad tidings 
" of great joy for all people.'* Happily for us> 
Madam, ** we have not fo learned Chrifl."* 

I am> &c« 



LETTER VI. 



ObjeBion t$ the Docirine of the C$rruiftion of Human 

Nature farther confidered. 

^R. Wilberforce is very ingenuous in Hating the 
obje£kions of his opponentSi which is a proof that 
he writes under a full convi£iton of the truth of 
his own principles. And though I agree with our 
author (p. 19) that *' Sincerity is not all in all/' we 
mufl: ftill allow it to hold a diftinguiflied place in 
the catalogue of virtues, though it may fometimea 
be aflbciated with error and prejudice. It muft 
however excite furprife in an attentive reader that 
he can be perfe£tly fatisfied with his own anfwers 
to the objeftions which he fo fairly dates. 

He introduces (p. 53) " a bold objeftor, facings 
**^ about and Handing at bay, endeavouring to juftify^ 
" what' he cannot deny. Whatever 1 am^** he con* 

' tends» 
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tendsy " I atn whai my Creator made tne. I inherit 
** a nature, you yourfelf confefs, depraved, gnd^ 
" prone to evil : how then can I with (land the 
" temptations to fin with which 1 am environed ? If 
" this plea cannot eftablifli my innocence, it muft 
'* excufe, or at lea(V extenuate my guilt. Frail and 
** weak^ as I am, a Being of infinite juftice and good- 
** nefs will never try me by a rule, which, however 
** equitable in the cafe of creatures of a higher na- 
** ture, is altogether difproportionate to mine/* 

This is the language which Mr. W. puts into 
the mouth of his hold obje(Slor» But if t\m objeftor* 
were to grow a little bolder ftill, and not to be afraid 
of fpeaking out plainly, he might add ; ** Being 
" what my Creator made me, naturally prone to 
** evil, tainted to the very core with fin, unable even'' 
*^ to w/7/what is right, how is it ppffible that a God 
** of infinite juftice and goodnefs fliould condemn 
" me ta eternal mifery, for not having extricated 
" myfelf from the wretched condition in which hp 
•* himfelf has fixed me, without ability to move V 

If Rlr/ W. can return a fatisfaftory reply to thefe. 
obje£lions, he muft be an able advocate indeed.. 
Let us then examine bis arguments. 

Mr. W. firft (p. 53) warns his readers " not to. 
** be alarmed, as the writer is not going ta enter 
** into- the difcuflion of the grand queftion conccrn- 
^* ing the origin of moral evil." Indeed there feema 
little occafion for an alarm upon thi& head^^ as the 

onlj 
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only queftion is about a plain fimplfe fadl. Can in- 
finite juftice and goodnefs doom a being to eternal 
•mifery, for no other caufe, but that of not extricat- 
ing himfelf out of the flate in which his Creator 
placed him, without any power to adl or will ? I fee 
nothing in this cafe which involves queftions, ** the 
^' full and clear comprchenfion of which is above the 
** intelledl of man ;" no difficulty which a man of 
common underflanding might not folve with as 
much facility as the profouDdeft metaphyfician or 
the ableft moralift. Indeed it is a queftion which 
fufficiently anfwers itfelf \ and hardy is the difput- 
ant who will ferioufly maintain the affirmative. 

Mr. W. diftinguiflies his opponents into Jceptks 
^nd believers. And (p. 54) ** lie defpairs of fatif- 
*' fying the fceptic of the foundnefs of his own rea-* 
** fonings, though he thinks it not very difficult to 
** expofe the futility of thofe of the fceptic." He 
argues, " that as his pre conceptions concerning 
** the conduft of the Supreme Being, have been iu 
5* fa£t already contradicted, particularly by the ex- 
f* iftence of natural or moral evil, having been 
** proved erroneous in one inftance, they might alfo 
** in another," But the analogy will not hold. It 
may be allowed that the exiftence of evil under the 
divine government would not antecedently have 
been expected. The fa£l however being eftablifh- 
ed, it may .not be difficult to reconcile it to the 

wifdom and benevolence of the divine ch?^ra£ler. 

But^ 
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But, the radical corruption of human nature, in 
confequence of which the mafs of mankind arc 
doomed to hclplefs and to hopelefs mifery, never 
has, and never can be proved to be a fa£t ; and 
could the exiftence of this radical corruption be 
cftabliflied, the eternal puniftiment of it could never 
be reconciled to any principle of juftice. 

Mr. W. thinks, that **- the beft method of con- 
•* vincing a fceptic, would* be firft to prove the truth 
•* of our holy religion,*' and then (p. 55) to "put 
** it to him whether all this weight of evidence 
•* were to be overbalanced by this one difficulty 
" upon a fubjecSb fo confefledly high and myfte- 
" rious/' 

Mr. "W. is perfeftly right in concluding that no 
intelligent fceptic would be fatisfied with the found- 
nefs of fuch reafonings. Such an one would deny 
the fubje£i to be either high or myfterious* No * 
axiom can be more felf-evident than this, that if 
God be juft, he cannot make men naturally corrupt 
and vicious, and then condemn them to eternal 
mifery for being fo. And if he has any rational 
ideas of the Supreme Being, he will never admit 
that to be a revelation from heaven, which contains 
a do£lrine fo flagrantly repugnant to his perfeflions. 

Mr. W. defpairing of making much impreffion 
upon fceptics, proceeds to addrefs himfelf (p. 56) 
to believers 5 " and in order to convince all fuch, 
'^ that there is, fomewbere or other, a fallacy in the 

•* objeftor'ft 
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** objedior's rcafoning," he fays, " it will be fuffi- 
*^ cient to eftablifh, that though the word of God 
^* clearly afierts the juilice and goodnefs of the Su- 
*' preme Being, and alfo the natural depravity of 
'^ man, yet it no lefs clearly lays down, that this 
^* natural depravity (ball never be admitted as an 
** excufe for Cq ;" and that,^ " the holy fcriptures 
^' are i:lear and full in guarding us againft fuppofing 
'^ our fins, or the dreadful confequences of them, to 
** be chargeable upon God." 

If Mr. W.*s believer would be (atisfied with fuch 
reafoning as this, it is well ; but a rational chriilian, 
who reads the fcriptures with attention, and makes 
them their own interpreters, would reply ; that no 
fuch do£trine as natural or hereditary depravity i# 
revealed in them ; much lefs do they denounce 
eternal mifery as the inevitable confequence of na- 
tural corruption. And that the notion altogedier is 
fo palpably repugnant to truth and juflice, that if 
one or two detached pafTages (hould even feem to 
give countenance to it, fuch infulated texts ought 
to be interpreted in a fenfetonfonant to the general 
tenor of the fcriptures, and the acknowledged per- 
fedions of God. 

It is fuggefted (p. 58) as the " beft pra£lical an- 
•* fwer to the difficulty, that if our natural condition 
** be depraved and weak, our temptations numerous^ 
** and our Almighty Judge infinitely holy ; yet that 
<' the offers to penitent finners of pardon and grace 

"are 
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** are univerfal and unlimited." But^ with Mr. W.'s 
leave, this is no anfwcr to the difBculty at all. The 
objeftion does not by any means refpeft thofe, who 
by the agency of the Holy Spirit are regenerated, 
and made true penitents, and who certainly have 
no reafon to complain as far as they are perfonally 
concerned 5 but it refpefts the great niafs of man- 
kind, wha having been created depraved, and the 
xequifite affiftance being withheld, are therefore 
doomed to eternal mifery. And he has not yet ad- 
vanced a fingle ftep towards the removal of tliis 
difficulty. 

Mr. W. it fcems, not perfeiMy fatisfied with his 
own reafonings, either with believers or unbelievers, 
finds it convenient to have recourfe to the ufual 
afylum of myjlery, ^ Let it not furprife us," fays 
he, (p. 59) " if in all this there feem to be involved 
** difBculties which we cannot fully comprehend j" 
adding, " that many fuch every where prefent them- 
*' felves that in this our ignorance we may calmly 
** repofe on the divine declaration, that righteouf- 
*^ nefs and judgment are the habitation of his throne; 
** that it is true wifdom to attach ourfelves to what 
*^ is plain and obvious; aflenting to what is revealed 
*' where above our faculties, on the credit of what 
« is clearly difcerned, &c." But all this is irrelevant 
declamation. We again and again deny that there 
is any myftery in the cafe. The doftrinc laid down 
by Mr. W. is perfectly intelligible, and it is plainly 

8 contra* 
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idiftory to every principle of jufticc, to every attri- 
bute of Deity,, and to the whole tenor of divine rt« 
velatipn. 

But if neither reafoning nor royftery will anfwcr 
th^ obje42tion, anathemas offer their ready fcrvice to 
fupply the deficiency ; not indeed in the old and 
rugged form of ecclefiaftical commination, but in the 
humbler ^uifeof paihetic lamentation. *^ It is indeed 
" an awful and afFe£iing fpeftacle," fays our author, 
(p. 60) ** to fee men thus bufying ihemfclves in 
*' thefe vain fpeculations of an arrogant curiofity, 
" and trifling with their deareft their evcrlafting iri- 
V tcrefts." But Mr. W. may be afFured that men 
-of fenfe, who are truly concerned for the credit of 
4hc chriftian religion, will not be intimidated by 
unjuft charges of improper motives, nor by unau- 
thorized infinuations of divine difpleafure, from a 
rigorous enquiry into the pretcnfioris of thofe doc- 
trines which falfely aflume the name and credit of 
revealed truths; or from expofing them to the con- 
tempt 'and indignation which they deferve. And 
though many may be difpofed to treat fuch enquiries 
as ** vain fpeculations," and may think it beft that 
men fhould " repofe in their igmrance ;'* there are 
fome who will not think their time unworthily oc- 
cupied in endeavouring to clear the chriClian cfoc- 
trine from the corruptions with which ic is encum- 
bered. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Wilberforcc (p. 61) illuftratcs what he callt 
** the exquifite folly of this condud» by comparing 
•* it with that of fome convifted rebel, who, when 
<« brought into the prefence of his fovereign, in- 
** ftead of feizing the occafion to fue for mercy, 
** (hould even n*egle£i and trifle with the pardon 
*^ which (hould be offered him, and infoletitly em« 
** ploy himfelf in prying into his fovereign*8 defigns 
^ and criticifing his counfels.'* 

But let me a(k which of the two has mod reafon 
to apprehend his fovereign's difpleafure,, the man 
who grofsly traduces his prince's chara£ler, and re- 
prefents him as an arbitrary, malignant, and odious 
tyrant j or he who endeavours to refcue his admini- 
ftration from groundlefs and unjuft imputations, 
and to convince his fellow- fubjedls that the govcri)- 
ment under which they live, is wife, and juft, and 
beneficent? Let not Mr. W. then be fo ready to 
denounce judgment upon his fellow-chriftians who 
think more honourably of the Sovereign of the 
Univerfe than himfelf; and who are defirous of 
counterafting thofe injurious mifreprefentations of 
the divine government, which he has (inadvertently 
no doubt, and without any evil intention) fo induf* 
trioufly diifeminated. 

I am, Madam, &c. 
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LETTER Vn. 

Cbncernitig what Mr. Wilberforce calls ^^ fcripture 

*« do6irin€sP 

Madam, 

A4R. Wilberforce having finiflied his obfervations 
upon the ^^'inadequate conceptions generally enter- 
'< tained of the importance of chriilianity," and 
upon ^' the corruption of human nature," proceeds 
(€•3) to rcprefent what he efteems the " chief de- 
^* fcfts of the religious fyftem of the bulk of pro- 
^^ fefled chriftians in what regards our Lord Jefus 
« Chrift,and the Holy Spirit;" and begins (Seft. i.) 
with dating what he calls *^ fcripture do£lrines." 

In ^he firfl: of thefe, all chridians will verballf 
unite, viz. '^ that God fo loved the world> as of his 
** tender mercy to give his only Son Jefus Chrift 
*' for our redemption/' Mr. W. has not explained 
the fenfe in which he underftands thefe words ; nor 
is it material. The true meaning probably is, that 
the million of Jefus was appointed by the goodnels 
of God to recover men from the empire of idolatry 
and vice, and from the bondage of the ceremonial 
law. 

His next pofition is, ^' That our bleffed Lord 
^' willingly left the glory of the Father, and was 
•* made man.** 

D Mr, 
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Mr. W. does not afFeft to exprefs this doflrinc 
in the language of the New Teftament, and with 
good reafon ; for, how clearly foever it may be con- 
tained in articles and creeds, nothing like it is to be 
found in the chriftian fcriptures. That Jefus of 
Nazareth was *' willingly" made a human being, is a 
thought too extravagant to have entered the min^s 
of the facred writers, nor is it in any degree counte- 
nanced by the language they adopt. 

Amongft other texts Mr. W. quotes a celebrated 
pafTage from I fa. Jiii. " the Lord laid upon him the 
•* iniquity of us all ; " from which fomc have 
ftrangely inferred, that Jefus bore all the fufferings 
due to the fins of the elefb. It probably alludes to 
the ceremony of the fcape-goat, Lev. xvi. which is 
reprefented as carrying away into the wilderncfs the 
fins of ignorance of the whole people, which. Aaron 
confeifed laying his hand upon its head ; and means 
no more than that the errors and vices of a heathen 
ftatc are no longer a bar to the exercifc of mercy, 
but that God by Jefus Chrift communicates the 
bleflings of the gofpel with equal freedom to jews 
and gentiles. In alluGon to this it is alfo faid, that 
** he bore away their iniquities ;'* and that " he 
' ** took away the fins of the tnanyi^ that is, of the 
gentiles ; meaning, that by him God freely cxcr- 
cifed mercy to the heathen world *. 

* Sec Ifa. liii. ii, iz. Mr. Dodfon's tranflation. 

Mr. 
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Mr. W. alfo cites, Rom. viii. 34. ** He is now at 
" the right hand of God, making intcrceflTion for 
" us.*' This office of intcrceffion is alfo afcribed to 
Jefus in another text, Heb. vii. 25. " He ever Hveth 
" to make interceffion for them." The exaft import 
oif the phrafe it is very difficult to afcertain. Pro- 
bably, indeed, the writers themfelves annexed no 
very diftinfl idj^ji to it. At any rate the literal and 
popular interpretation cannot be true ; for God, an 
infinite fpirit, hath no right hand at which Jefus can 
ftand to intercede. The word in the original ex- 
preffes any interference of one perfon for or agavfl 
another * ; and all that we can certainly learn from 
the apoftle's declaration is, that Jefus, having been 
advanced to great dignity and felicity, isj by the 
appointment of God, continually employing his 
renovated and improved powers in fome unknown 
way for the benefit of his church. We may imam 
gine what we pleafc, but more than this is not re- 
vealed, and therefore more than this it cannot be 
neceflary for us to believe. 

The diftinft perfonal exigence of the Holy Spirit ^ 
which our author feems to aflume, (p. 63) is, I be- 
lieve, abandoned by every perfon who has paid much 
attention to the phrafeology of the fcriptures 5 and 
can indeed be maintained upoti no other principles 
but fuch as would equally prove that wind, fire, and 

* Sec Dr. Taylor's Note on Rom. viii. 47. 

D 2 peftilence. 
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♦peftilence, the plagues of Egypt, and the fcripturcs 
•themfelves, were real perfons. Dr. Lardner has 
fet this fubjeft in fo clear a ligtt in his firft poft- 
fcript to his celebrated letter on the Logos, that the 
controverfy is almoft as much at reft as that con- 
cerning tranfubftantiation. Whether it be the 
doflrine of *^ our excellent liturgy " or not, is of 
little confequence to the enquirer who looks to the 
fcriptures only for information concerning revealed 
truth. 

Mr. W. (p. 64) " wiflies to God it could be 

^^ prefumed that all who aflent to his opiifions in 

" terras, difcern their force and excellency in^ the 

** underftanding, and feel their power in the af- 

^^ feftions, and their transforming influence in the 

•* heart.*' And he thinks (p. 65) that " had we 

*•• duly felt the burden of our fins, that they are a 

^* load which our own ftrength is wholly unable to 

^* fupport, and that the weight of them mud finally 

*^ fiak us into perdition, our hearts would have 

^ danced at the found of the gracious invitation, 

•* Come unto me, all ye tliat labour, and are heavy 

** laden, and I will give you reft. But in thofe 

•* who have fcarcely felt their fins as any incum- 

** brance, it would be mere afieflation to pretend to 

•* very exalted conceptions of the value and ac- 

** ceptablenefs of the proffered deliverance." 

Such expreflions as feelhg the burden and infup-^ 
portable load offtn^ may perhaps be fuitable to per- 
sons 
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fons of very profligate charaftcrs, but it is abfurd 
to apply fuch language univerfally. For pcrfons 
educated in chriftian principles, habits, and duties,, 
wha have never deviated into grofs vices, it would: 
be " mere affeiiation " to pretend to feel that load 
and burden upon their minds which is the proper 
concomitant of atrocious guilt : Nor do I fee any 
ufe in men of upright and virtuous charafters re-* 
prefenting themfclves to their own imaginations as 
demons and monfters. Neither the language nor 
the examples of fcripture warrant any thing of the 
kind. Our Saviour's invitation above cited, is ad- 
dreilcd not to finncrs in particular, but to pcrfons 
fufiering under the heavy load of pharifalc rites, 
which on another occafion he calls ^< burdens 
•* grievous to be borne j^* and in comparifon with 
which, his own religion ^' was a gentle and an eafy 
«* yoke.'*' 

But Mr* W. fancies, that without this " feeling 
** of the burden of fin," we fhall have no very ex- 
alted conceptions of the " proffered deliverance ;^ 
and as error is often fyflematical, and one leading 
prejudice involves a train of others, I can agree 
with him, that without this fanciful notion of the 
weight and burden of fin, there will be little occa- 
fion for his ti^2\\y fanciful doftrines of fatisfaftion, 
atonement, intercefiion, and fupernatural influence* 
But a perfon who is fatisfied with the fimple fchemc 
of the New Teftamcnt without thefe fuperfluous, 

D 3 fupplc- 
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fupplcmcntary article^, will, while he maintains a 
proper fenfe of the dignity of human nature, and 
rcflefts with plcafurp upon the purity and integrity. 
^i his general charaderT fee great reafon to be 
thankful for the deliverance of fo large a part of 
the world from the bondage of idolatry by the pro- 
mulgation of the gofpel, and for the glorious 
profpeft of immortal life and happinefs which it 
opens to view, and by which it ftrcngthens the for- 
titude and animates the zeal of every virtuous be- 
liever. 

It is obferved fp. 68) that " the Unitarian and 
** Socinian, who deny or explain away the peculiar 
" do£lrines of the gofpel, may be allowed to feci 
" and talk of thefe grand truths with little cmo- 
« tion/' 

Mr. W. here makes a juft diftinftion, which, 
though fufficiently obvious in itfelf, is often through 
Ignorance or defign overlooked, namely, that be- 
tween the Socinian, and the Unitarian. The for- 
mer believes, that although Jefus had no exiftence 
before his birth, yet that fince his refurreftion he 
has been advanced to the government of the uni- 
verfe ; a action unfcriptural and moft incredible. 
But a confident Unitarian, acknowledging Jefus as 
a man in all refpefts '* like to his brethren/' re- 
gards his kingdom as entirely of a fpiritual nature, 
and as confiding in the empire of his gofpel over 
the hearts and lives of its profeflbrs. 

Unitarian 
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Unitarian chriftians believe in the refurreflion of 
their venerated Mafter; and upon his authority, 
confirmed by that event, they entertain a cheerful 
perfuafion, that if they obey his gofpel, and follow 
his great example in a fearlefs profeiTion of truth, 
and an upright difchargc of duty, they (hall in due 
time be'raifed by the power of God to a happy and 
immortal life. 

Of fuch chriftians as thefe Mr. W. aflerts with a 
tone of authority which the confcioufnefs of infalli- 
bility alone could warrant, that they "deny or ex- 
" plain away the peculiar doclrincs of the gofpci." 
But their fcvcrc cenfor may be aflured, that they 
have learned from higher authority than his, that 
•* it is a very fmall thing to be judged of man's 
" judgment V And they would requeft him feri- 
oufly to refleft, whether he may not himfelf be 
liable to the charge of making unauthorifed addi* 
tions to the genuine doftrine of chriftianity, which 
deface its beauty, obftrud its progrefs, and diminiQi 
its pra£lical effed^. 

Mr. W. proceeds (p. 69) to defcribe love to 
Chrift as " an ardent a£live principle," 'and he in- 
fifts upon the natural expreflionsof ftrong affeSions 
as applicable to this cafe. But the only criterion of 
genuine regard which our Mailer himfelf prefcribes, 
is the pradice of virtue from refpetl to the motives 
of the gofpel. " He that hath my commandments 

♦ 1 Cor. iv. 3. 

D 4 "and 
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•' and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me." 
Whoever therefore poflefles this authentic charader 
of genuine afFeftion to Chrift, may reft perfe£Hy 
fatisfied, whether they do or do not come up to our 
author's ftandard of ardent feeling. 

In (p. 71) we have a complaint that "the doc- 
" trine of the fanftifying operations of the Holy 
*' Spirit appears to have met with ftill worfe treat- 
•* ment than that of love to Chrift." But Mr. W. 
himfelf ** appears" to be under a confiderable error 
upon this fubjeQ, for want of fufficient attention to 
the true fenfe of the fcripture language. 

It is evident to every pcrfon competently ac- 
quainted with facred phrafeology, that the Spirit of 
God fometimes fjgnifies God himfelf and fometimeft 
divine infpiration* The Holy S(>irit ufually means - 
the miraculous powers communicated to the apoftlesi 
by \vhich the chriftian religion was confirmed at its 
firft promulgation ; and jews and heathens having 
been converted by this impreflive evidence, they arc 
faid to be regenerated, renewed, or fanftlfied by the 
Holy Spirit ; that is, recovered from a ftate of 
heathenifm or pharifaifm, which is in fcripture lan- 
guage a ftate of alienation from God, and enmity to 
him, into a ftate of vifible profeflTion, and of privilege* 
Mr.W. and many others underftand that in a moral 
fenfe, which the writers intend in a ceremonial, and 
apply expreflions indifcriminately to all perfons, 
which the connexion and fcope of the paflage 

limits 
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limits to the firft converts from judaifm and hea- 
thenifm. 

Mr. W/s creed rcprcfenting the Holy Spirit as a 
divine perfon, equal with the Father, whofe office it 
is to fanftify the heart, naturally leads him to dif- 
cufs the doftrine of a divine influence upon the 
mind for moral purpofes, (p. 72, 75.) But it has 
never yet been proved that any fupernatural influ- 
ence upon the mind is neceflary under the divine 
government, or that it has ever exifted, except in a 
few very extraordinary cafes. Every philofophic 
theift will allow, that all events are brought to paft 
agreeably to the divine foreknowledge, and accord- 
ing to the wife and benevolent counfels of God. 
Alfo, that a divine energy is aftually exerted in 
every event, according to certain rules which God 
has prefcribed to himfelf, few will deny. True phi- 
lofophy and true religion lead us to fee God in every 
thing. But that he ever^ much more that he yr^- 
quently^ deviates from his ufual courle to produce 
elFedls upon the human mind, which would not 
have refulted from the natural operation of general 
laws, is a facEl improbable In itfeif, and of which we 
have no fatisfaftory evidence, either from expe- 
rience or revelation. In popular language, the vir- 
tuous affeftions of virtuous men are with great pro- 
priety afcribed to God \ and the pious writers of the 
fcriptures have often adopted this form of expref- 
fipn. . Whether they themfelves believed in the ex- 

D 5 iftenc^ 
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iftencc of frequent fupernatural operations upon the 
mind, does not clearly appear; and it is certain 
that they no where affirm, that it conftituted any 
part of their commiffion, to teach' this extraordinary 
and improbable doftrine. The agency which they 
admitted extends to evil as well as to good; it 
" hardens the heart of Pharaoh*," as well as ** opens 
** that of Lydiaf ;" and therefore it is a general, and 
not a particular influence. Confequently, the po- 
pular language of the facred writings by no means 
authorifes the concluHon, that God ever interpofes 
fupematurally to produce moral efFe£ls upon the 
mind ; the expeflation of which is liable to great 
abufe, and has often been produdlive of very perni- 
cious confequences. 

This feftion concludes with a juft and honour- 
able teftimony to the excellent charafler, and the 
prudent and fuccefsful zeal, of the Moravian bre- 
thren, in which I moft cheerfully concur; but I 
would take occafion incidentally to remark^ that a 
reHgious party may be very numerous, very pious 
and benevolent, very zealous and fuccefsful,. and yet 
by Mr. W.'s own conceffion (for he is no Moravian 
himfelf ) its diftinguiihing tenets may be eKroneou& 

and unfcripturaL 

I am, Madam» &c» 

* Exod. vii. 3. t A6ts xvi. 14^. 
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LETTER VIIL 

Concerning the admijfton of the PaJJtons into Religion* 

Of Love to Chri/h 

Madam, 

JVlR- Wilberforce, p. 8c — 86, treats at confidcr- 
able length on the admiflion of the paffions, or 
afie£lions, into religion ; the reafonablenefs and im- 
portance of which, under proper regulations, will 
not be difputed by any who think juRly upon the 
fubje£k. Religion can hardly be faid to exift with* 
out them.' AfFeftions being internal feelings, which 
arife naturally, and fpontaneoufly, from correfpond* 
ent views and apprehenfions of their fpecificobjefts^ 
complacency, gratitude, reverence, confidence, joy, 
and refignation, will be neceflarily generated by fre- 
quent ferious contemplation of the Supreme Being, 
as a perfedlly wife, powerful, and benevolent father, 
benefaftor, friend, governor,, and judge. And af/- 
fe£lion8 fo formed- will be a powerful ftimulus to 
that courfe of condu£t which will be moil accept- 
able to God. Devotion gives energy and dignity to 
virtue, and the chriftian revelation juftly reprefents 
love to God as the " firft and great commandment." 
It is, however, neceffary to obferve, that love to 
God is. a beneficial aSTeftion, only in proportion to 
the truth and juflice of the ideas which men enter- 

D 6. tain. 
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tain of the divine attributes and government. If we 
conceive of God as perfeSIy benevolent and wife, 
and defirous of the happinefs of his creatures as the 
fole end of his righteous adminiftration, love to him 
will be a rational and a delightful afFeflion, and will 
naturally exprefs itfelf not only in external a£ts of 
grateful homage, but in univerfal complacency and 
good will, and in a folicitous concern to co-operate 
with the beneficent Creator in doing good, in alle- 
viating mifery, and in difFufing happinefs. 

But if our ideas of the Supreme Being are erro- 
neous and unjuft, the afleGions tovrards him wiil be 
proportion ably diilorted. It will be difficult to con- 
ceive of God as an arbitrary and capricious tyrant, 
without being on the one hand overwhelmed with 
terror, or, on the other, difpofed to cher((h the af- 
fe£lions we afcrlbe to him,, and to regard the fup- 
pofed obje£):s of Divine difpleafure with difguft and 
malevolence. The hiftory of religion, in ail ages, 
is replete with the baneful efFefts of that "zeal for 
•' God which is not according to knowledge*" 

After all, though the objefts of religion are o£ 
fufficient dignity and magnitude to excite and in*, 
tercft our beft alFeftions when fteadily contcmf 
plated, it ought to be remembered, that a mechani- 
cal glow of the paffions is by no means eflential to 
the praftice of religion and virtue, efpecially at the 
commencement of ^ virtuous courfe. Men enter 
upon and purfue their occupations in life, not from 
5 . paflionate 
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paiEonate feelings, but from i^tional conTiAion that 
thefe are the bed means of providing, in a juit and 
honourable way, for the fubfiftcnce, comfort, and 
refpediability of themfelves and their families : and 
if the employment is at firft irkfome, the principles 
vpon which they tlCi will (limulate then\ to perfe- 
vefance, and by degrees they will form an attach- 
ment to profeffions to which originally they were 
little inclined. In like manner, a perfon of reflec« 
tion will enter upon the practice of religious virtuci 
not from any pafEonate and tranfient emotions, but 
from the deliberate convidion of his judgment, that 
a pious and virtuous conduct will be ultimately 
conducive to his befi intereft \ and though the prac- 
tice of virtue may occafionally be unpleafant, may 
require felf-denial, and may expofe him to difficult 
ties and inconveniencies, which woul^fubdue a re- 
folotion infpired only by the paflions, ^ they will; 
make little impreffion upon a purpofe which origi? 
nates in the deliberate conviction of the underftand-^ 
in^» And by degrees, habits of re£titude will be 
infenfibly eftabliihed, and virtue will be loved and 
pra6Ufed for its own fake. The religious principle 
is of too much importance to be made dependent 
tipon the paflions, which wife men difcard in all 
affairs of momejaut, left they ihould warp and miilead 
the judgement. 

Mr. W. concludes his fe£tion, p. 96, with the ap- 
plication of his do^rine conceroing the uie of the 

paflions 
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paflions in reHgioriy not, as might naturally have 
been expefted, to the Supreme Being, but to Jefus 
Chrift ; whom he reprefents as *' the proper obje£): 
" of love, gratitude, joy, hope, and truft," which he 
apprehends that no one can deny ** without being 
"*' dead to every generous emotion, and blufhing 
^* with (hame and indignation when he looks his 
** objeftion in the face." p. 98. Without feeling, 
however, any emotion, either of fear or fhame, from 
any thing Mr W. has advanced ; I make no hefita- 
tion to aflcrt, that the afFedlion, which he infills 
upon as due to Chrift, has no juft foundation in the 
teprefcntations which the fcripture exhibits of his 
perfon and charader, or of his prefent ftate and 
dignity, but that it originates in palpable error, and 
is directed wholly to a mere creature of the imagi^ 
nation. 

Very far, indeed, am I from defiring or endea- 
vouring to weaken that rational regard to Jefus 
which he has himfelf required, and for which the 
gofpel lays a proper foundation. I revere his me*- 
mory as the moft excellent of human charaflers^ 
and the moft eminent of all the prophets of God> 
who was hon6ured with the higkcommiiTion of fu« 
perfeding the mofaic difpenfation, and of revealing 

I 

to all nations " die words of eternal life.** I joyfully 
and thankfully embrace his doftrine,. confide in his 
promife, and bow to his authority. This is all the 
love which he requires, and which hisdifciples can 

properly 
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properly exercife towards him. ** He that hath my 
** commandments and keepcth them," faith our 
Lord himfelfj "he it is that lovelh me*;" and 
who is authorifed to fubftitute any other criterion 
of acceptable regard ? 

Jefus is indeed now alive, and, without doubt^ 
employed in offices the mod honourable and bene- 
volent: but, as we are totally ignorant of the place 
wh^re he refides, and of the occupations in which 
he is engaged, there can be no proper foundation 
for religious addreffes to him,, nor of gratitude for 
favours now received, nor yet of confidence in his 
future interpofition in our behalf. AW affeflions 
and addrefTes of this nature are unauthorifed by the 
chriftian revelation, and are infringements upon the 
prerogative of God* 

If indeed we figure to ourfelves a being equal ta 
the Supreme, or next in order and dignity below 
him; invefted by him with the adminiftiation of 
the univerfe ; voluntarily afTuming human nature ; 
fufiering upon the crofs the puniihment due to the 
fins of men ; continually employed m interceding 
for them; fupplying them with a perfeft righteouf- 
nefs to. conceal the defe£ls of their own charadlers ; 
and guarding and proteSing them in their paflage 
through this worlds the fteady contemplation of 
this idqai petfon will naturally generate admiratipn^ 
gratitude^ joy, confidence, and other correfponding 

* John xiv, % If. 

aifec* 
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affedions ; and all this may be called love to Chrift, 
confidence in him, and the like: and chriftians who 
neither experience nor pretend to fuch ecftatic feel- 
ings may be treated with qontempt, and reprefented 
as derogating from the glory of Chrift. But fuch 
a Being as this having, in faft, no real exiftence, all 
thefe afFeftions muft be vain and illufory, varying 
according to the variable fancies of men, and inca- 
pable of conftituting wife and permanent principles 
of a£lion. 

But Mr. W. has texts at hand to fupport his doc- 
trine, which to faperficial readers will probably ap- 
pear fatisfa£lory, but which a little attention will 
cafily reconcile to the general tenor of the fcriptures 
concerning the perfon of Jefus, as a man of like 
faculties and feelings with other humdn beings. 

« In him," fays the Apoftle*, "dwelleth aU thc^ 
•* fulnefs of the Godhead bodily." But this no 
more proves the proper deity of Chrift, which is the 
purpofc for which Mr. W. quotes it, than the ex- 
prefllons, '* being filled with all the fulnefs of 
^ Godf," or "being made partakers of a divine 
" nature J,'* prove the proper deity of all Gncere 
chriftians. The meaning is, that a fulnefs of knowr 
ledge and power for the purpofe of hisi naiffipn was , 
communicated to him by God. 

Mr.W. alfo produces the text, Phil. ii. 6. 8* " He- 

f Col. ii, 9. f Eph. iil 19. J i Pet. i. 4. 

[^ thought : 
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** thought it not robbery to be equal with God," or 
rather as God or like God. The fenfe of which i8> 
that being endued with miraculous powers, here 
called " being in the form of God, he did not grafp 
** at fimilitude to God," did not afFeft an oftenta- 
tious difplay of thefe powers for his own advantage; 
" but, afTuming the form of a fervant, he was made 
" in the likenefs of men," that is, he appeared weak 
and helplefs like another man*, and fo "became 
" obedient to death, even the death of the crofs.** 
The fubmiffion of Jefus to death is reprefented in 
the New Tcftament as an aft of voluntary obe- 
dience, becaufe he always had it in his power to 
have refcued himfelf by miracle, as he himfel^ re- 
peatodly declares^ a privilege which no human being 
but himfelf ever poflefTed. 

Mn W. argues the propriety of trufting in Chrifl:, 
from Heb. xiii. 8. *' Jefus Chrift is the fame yeftcr- 
•* day, and to-day, and for ever." But in this paf- 
fage the name of the prophet is put, by a ufual 
figure of fpeech, for his doftrine, as the context 
evinces. For the inference which the writer imme- 
diately draws from the obfervation is, " Be not car- 
^* tied about with divers and ftrange doftrines." 

I am. Madam, &c. 

• So Samfon, Judges xvi, 17. tells his miftrcfs, that *• if he 
<* is fliaveir he fhall become weak, and be like any man/* i. c. 
as our tranflators (not being, in this inftancc, warped by preju- 
dice) have properly rendered ic» like any piber man : no longer 
poiTeired of extraordinary powers. 
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LETTER IX. 

7he fame Juhje^ continued. Errors concerning the 

Holy SpiriU . - 

Madam, 

Mr. Wilberforce, like a valorous knight, having 
chafed his invifible opponent, page 98, ** from his 
•* favourite pofition, and compelled him to acknow- 
** ledge that the religious afFeftions towards our 
" blefied Saviour are not unreafonable,'' determines 
now to follow up his vi£lory) and to drive him from 
•• hi9 laft retreat, viz. That by the very conftitution 
** of our nature we are not fufcepcible of affe£^ioni 
** towards an invifible Being." 

Our Author having now advanced pretty far into 
the wildernefs of vifions and chimeras, it is not an 
eafy matter to follow him over the enchanted ground. 
To all appearance, however, his prefent attack is 
made upon a non^exifting adverfary. That any 
perfon fliould believe that Jefus Chrifl is all that 
Mr. W. reprefents, that is, a God to whom we arc 
under greater obligations than to the Creatoir him- 
felf, having redeemed us from that miferable ftate 
in which our Maker had left us*, and yet to deny 

that 

•Vide Mr. \W. p. 113. " The merits and intcrceflion of 

' Chrift, to which we are wbolly indebted for our reconciliation 

^ with God, and for the will and the power from firft to laft to 

<* work 
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that this divine pcrfon is the proper obje£t of reli- 
gious afFeftion, or that fuch affections are pra^i- 
cable, is to me utterly incomprehenfible. But as 
Mr. W. labours the point with fo much afliduity, it 
is to be fuppofed that he may have met with fome 
reafoners of ^this extraordinary cad. As for thofe 
who are content with the plain and fimple account 
of Jefus Chrift in the New Teftament, as a man 
approved of God, it is plain that to fuch perfons the 
whole of his reafotiing i& totally inapplicable } nor 
does he indeed affe£t to addrefs it to them. 

To profefled chridians, who believe that a Divine 
Perfon affumed human nature, and died to fave 
them from eternal mifery, and that he is now conti'* 
nually employed to intercede for them and to defend 
'them^ and who, neverthelefs, doubt whether it be 
reafonable or pra£licable to love and confide in him, 
Mr. W. addreffes the argument in his following 
feflion. And the tenor of his reafoning is, that in- 
vifible beings, when they are made the objects of 
fteady meditation, or, as he quaintly exprefles it, 
when they are brought into "clofe contaft," are 
capable of exciting the affeftions — that the relations 
in which we (land to fuch a Chrift as he defcribes, 
have a peculiar tendency to awaken the affedions-— 
that it is the oiSce of the holy fpirit to excite them— 

*' work out our own falvation.** In our natural (late, that i*, 
as God made us, the author defcribes us as '* tainted with fin to 
*i thc'very core," without will or power to help ourfelve$. 
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that perfons who objeft to the poffibility of fuch 
affeftions have never ufed the proper means of 
attaining them-^and that many eminent chri(lians» 
xn al] ages» have, by the ufe of the appointed meansy 
made high attainments in thefe virtues. The only 
objeftion which can be made to this rcafoning, as 
an addrefs to men's profeffed principles, is, that it i& 
propofed to perfons who cither have no occafion for 
it, or whofe underftandings mud be impenetrable to 
argument. 

Mr, W, in order to convince his callous believer 
of the praflicability of love to Chrift, though invi- 
fible, alTumes as a fa£t, p. loi, the extraordinary 
pofitton, that ^* there appears naturally to be a cer^* 
^' tain ftrangenefs between the paffion and its ob« 
^ je£^, which familiarity and the povirer of Habit* 
" muft gradually overcome,^' He adds, " You muft 
** contrive to bring th«m into ckfe conta&.^* After 
which he proceeds, at confiderable length, formally 
. to open, as he exprefies it, p. io6, ** the do6trinc'o£ 
^ clofe contafl," as though it were fome new and 
important difcovery in the philofophy of tlie human 
mind— -when, in truth, it amounts to nothing more 
than the old and familiar fa£^, that the affedlions are 
excited, not in proportion to the real value and 
magnitude of the obje£l,but to the attention, volun- 
tary or other wife, which is paid to it, and that, 
whether the objeft be real or imaginary. 

« 

MftW. p. 102, to illuftrate his propofition that 

objefts 
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obje^s of vifion are not the only obje£ts capable of 
attrafling our regard^ thinks ^' that it might appear 
^ to be too nearly approaching to the ludicrous to 
^^ fuggeft, as an example to the contrary, the met»- 
<< phyfician*s attachment to his unfubftantial fpecu- 
** iations." What there is of ludicrous in thofe 
profound fpeculations, in thofe acute and fuccefsful 
refearches inta the phaenomena of the human mind^ 
which occupied the afiive and penetrating genius of 
a Locke and a Hartley, I am at a lofs to difcover. 
This farcafm upon the fublime and ufeful fcience of 
metaphyfics would well become a fuperficial fciolift» 
who might hope to conceal his ignorance under the 
veil of ridicule, but is unworthy of Mr. W, both as 
a man of liberality and a fcholar. 

Mr. W. obferYcs, p. loi, " that the diftreffes of 
^' a novel, which at the fame time we know to be 
" fictitious, afieA us more than the dry narrative of 
•* a battle." And it is an obvious faft, that imagi- 
nary obje£ts often excite the paflions as vividly as 
real ones, even when known to be imaginary \ and 
much more fo, when, by any illufion of the under* 
fianding, thefe creatures of the imagination are mis- 
taken for fubftantial beings. It is therefore an im« 
portant branch of the difcipline of the mind to 
diftinguifh between imaginations and realities, and 
to fix the attention habitually and firmly upon things 

which are true and important| left fictitious obje£ls 

ihould 
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(hould take pofleflion of the afFeftions, to the exclu- 
fion of thofe which are of fubftantial value. And 
this appears to me to be precifely the fituation of 
Mr. W. and of thofe who think and feel with him. 
The Jefus whom they array with the attributes of 
deity, and to whom they delegate the adminiftration 
of the univerfe, is a phantom of their own imagina- 
tion, totally unlike the humble prophet of Nazareth; 
and all the attention which they give, and the afiec- 
tions which they feel, to fuch a being, are irrational 
and illufory 5 and, as far as they prevail, they dero- 
gate from the homage due to the one true God, the 
only proper objeft of all religious veneration and 
gratitude. 

Mr. W. tells us (p. 107) that "our blefled Sa- 
^ viour is not removed far from us.-^-He exhibits 
'* not himfelf to us dark with excejjive hrightnefs^ but 
" is let down as it were to the poffibilities of human 
** converfe. We may not think that he is incapable 
** of entering into our little concerns, and of fympa- 
" thizing with them.** That is, in other words, that 
fuch a being as we fancy Chrift to be, is better 
adapted to our conceptions and afFe£tions than God 
himfelf. Such is the opinion which the papifts en- 
tertain of the virgin Mary, and of their calendar 
faints, with whom they think they may be more 
familiar than with Jefus Chrift himfelf. Hence the 
abjeft fupcrftitions and idolatries of the church of 

Rome; 



A Review of Mr. Will erf orce*s Treatife. 'jx 

Rome ; and indeed there is no end to the vagaries 
of the human mind when it transfers its devout 
afiedions to any other being than the living God. 

Mr. W. fupports his do£lrine by a quotation from 
the epiftle to the Hebrews, iv. 15, •' He is not one 
*' who cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
^* infirmities, having been in all points tempted like 
'^ as we are." How this declaration can be made 
.confident with Mr. W.'s dodrine of the divinity of 
Chrift, it becomes him ferioufly to confider. That 
a God (hould be ^* in all points tempted'' like frail 
and finful man, appears to me a contradi£lion in 
terms. But the writer of this epiftle, having for- 
mally proved that though Chrift was fnperior to all 
former prophets, he was inferior to angels, and in 
all refpefts like to his brethren*, juftly concludeSf 
. that, having fufiered like them, he now fympathizes 
with them. And no doubt he does \ but this fa(2 
lays no foundation for religious regards and ad- 
drefles to him. 

From the promife of our Lord to his apoftles, 
John xiv. 18. " I will not leave you orphans^** Mr.W- 
ftrangely draws the univerfal inference, that ** the 
*' children of Chrift are here feparated from the 
*' perfonal view of him, but not from his paternal 
** afFe<^ion and paternal care." But the virtuous, 
who arc in the hands of God, the God and Father 

♦ See Mr. Wakefield's tranflation of the two firft chapters of 

jthis epiUlc, 

of 



\ 
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of Jefus their Mafter, need no other proteAor. And 
the text quoted will not prove the point* for it is 
addrefled tothe apoiiks only; and our Lord imme- 
diately adds, " I will come unto you }** meaning, 
that he would foon vifit them again after his refur- 
re£iion, for their confolation and triumph. It is 
added, p. no, " that we learn from the fcriptures, 
^' that it is one main part of the operations of the 
** Holy Spirit to implant thefe heavenly principles 
" in the human mind, and to cherifli their growth.** 
But we have before had occafion to remark, that the 
fcriptures do not teach the exiftcnce of any fuch 
perfon as the Holy Spirit, and that there is no 
foundation for the expe£lation of any fupernatural 
operations upon the mind. Leaft ef all then can it 
be fuppofed, that fuch operations would be exerted 
to produce afFe£lions towards a being who, having 
no exiftence out of the imagination, neverthelefs 
fupplants the true God in the government of the 
univerfe, and in the hearts of his creatures. 

In p. II I, we find an eloquent declamation upon 
the great efFefts of fuch a " love to the Redeemer,'* 
as Mr. W. recommends; which, he fays, "was the 
" religion of the holy martyrs of the fixteenth cen- 
*' tury, and which burned with an increafe of ar- 
'* dour in proportion to the perfecutions with which 
" they were aflailed." And there can be no doubt, 
that perfons who ferioufly believe that Jefus Chrift 
is fuch a being as Mr. W. defcribes, and who have 

wrought 



ir. 
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tmrought thcmfelvcs up to a proportionable elevation 
of admiration, gratitude^ joy^ and confidence for his 
fuppofcd condefcenfions, labours, and fufferings, 
and for his prefent proteftion, will often feel ccftatic 
joys and tranfports \ and will, in the ardor of their 
zeal, cheerfully fubmit to fuflferings and death for 
the fake of him to whom they imagine themfelves 

under thefe infinite obligations Hereby demon- 

ftrating, what ? not the truth of their principles, but 
the Jincerity of their perfuafion. I grant that many 
of the martyrs of the fixteenth century thought of 
Jefus Chrift as Mr. .W, now does. They were men 
of great integrity, and inflexible courage in avowing 
what they believed to be evangelical truth, and in 
protefling againfl the extravagant corruptions of the 
Romiih church. But their creed is not our ftandard. 
Tlicy were juft emerging from the prejudices of an 
ignorant and fuperftitious age; and though they did 
as much as could be expe£led from men in thejx 
circum (lances, and fuccefsfully expofed many of the 
mote flagrant errors of the papal religion, they 
could not^ at once> fliake off the mafs of corruption 
which had been accumulating for almofl fixteen 
centuries* They left much to be done by thofe 
who came after thenu We have as good a right to 
diflent from their creedyVrhen it is repugnant to the 
dodlrine of the fcriptures, as they had to deteA and 
expole the errors of the Roniifh church. And I 
truft, if the times (hould ever require itj that the 

£ advocated- 
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advocates for rational and fcriptural religion would 
Be as ready, by their fufFerings, to teftify their zeafl 
for truth, as tlie honeft hut lefs enlightened confef- 
ibrs of an earlier age. 

This fe£lionis clofed with a reproof to nominal 
chriftiansj p. 1 1 3, " for fcarcely admitting, except 
*^ in the moil vague and general fenfe, the doftrinc 
■** of the influence of the holy (pifit ;** adding, ** that 
*' if we look into tlie Tioly fcriptures for information 
*•* on this particular we learn a -very different leiTon.** 
To this is fubjoined, as uTual, a ilfing of texts de- 
tached from th^ir connexion, whlcli in found feem 
to^ confirm the aflumption, hut which, when criti- 
4;ally examined, bc^r no fuch meaning. Moft of 
them relate to the ftate of the heathen previous to 
4their converfion, and to the wonderful efFeft of the 
niiracUious powers of the apoftlcs, in exerting their 
attention to the c^riftiaa do£hrine, and thereby en- 
gaging them "to the ferious profeflion of diriftianity. 
Thefe in their heathen ftate are reprcfented as 
*^ children of wrath," and able to do nothing ; bat 
convinced by the miracles, and enlightened by the 
teaching of the apoftlcs, they were •* quickened as 
** from the dead, created anew to good works, put 
♦* off the dd min with his deeds, and put on the 
*«' new man which is renewed after the image of his 
« Creator.** 

And the unchriftianized world being figuratively 

reprcfjnred as under the empire of SataDi that is^ 

7 . • of 



J Review of Mr. Wilb^rforce* s Treatife. 75 

<ef idolatry and vice; when a heathen was converted 
to the chriftian religion, he was faid to have been 
^* tranflatcd out of the kingdom of Satan into that 
'^^ of God's dear Son ;" and, converfely,when a pro- 
feflbr of chrillianiLy, in confequence of immoral con- 
3uft, was difcarded by the chriilian community, he 
was laid to *' be delivered over to Satan;" that is, 
he ceafed to be a member of the cTiriftian church, 
and was regarded as an unconverted heathen. 

It dcferves to te particularly remarked here, that 
Mr. W. p. 113, defcribes all men as "by nature 
*^ children of wrath, and under the power of the 
" evil fpirit, our underftandings being naturally 
^* dark, and our hearts aveffe from fpirltual things;** 
and p. 114, the influence of the holy fpirit is repre- 
fented "as originally awakening us from flumber, as 
^' quickening us wTien dead ; as delivering us from 
** the power of the devil, and as drawing us to 
" God/' Hence it follows, that upon this fyftem 
mankind can do nothing to extricate themfelves 
from the wretched condition in which they arc 
placed by their Creator, and that all relief muft 
originate in the awakening and quickening operations 
of the holy fpirit. And if thcfe are withheld; the 
haplefs viftims are inevitably doomed to eternal 
mifery. Yet Mr. W. and many others call this fyt 

• _ 

tcm chriftianity, and prof efs to believe that God is 
juft ! 

In my judgment, language cannot fupply words 

E 2 of 
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of fufiicicnt energy to exprefs the odious malignity 
of chara£ler which is here afcribed unjuflly, I had 
almoft faid profanely, to the Governor of the UnU 
verfe. 

Mr.W. in a note at the conclufion of this feflion, 
recommends Dr. Doddridge's fermons on regenera- 
tion at a '^ molt valuable compilation.** Dr. Dod* 
dridge was a man of great induftry, ability, benevo- 
lence^ and piety \ but he was greatly mifled by an 
vndue attachment to the popular fyftem of theology^ 
and his works are not calculated to inftru£l his 
readers in the true fenfe of the chriftian fcriptures, 
nor to infufe into them a fpirit of rational and 
manly piety. His fermons upon regeneration af- 
fume throughout ^n erroneous principle \ applying 
exprellions to all men indifcriminately, which are 
limited by the connexion to the contemporaries of 
the apoftles, and to the (late of the iirft converts to 
the chriftian faith. And Dr. Doddridge, like Mr. W* 
contends for that fupernatural influence upon the 
xnind for moral purpofes, which is neither confident 
with truie philofophy, with afcertained faflsj nor 
with the genuine do£irine of the chriftian reve- 
lation. 

I am, 

Madam, Ice. 
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LETTER X. 

Terms of Accept a hce lyitb God, 

There is nothing m the whole compafs of reli- 
gion and morals, of greater importance to be clearljr 
and diflinflly known, than •* the terms of acccpt- 
" ancc wiih God/* or, in other words, the means 
which God has appointed for the attainment of our 
ultimate happinefs. And thcfe are fo explicitly re- 
vealed in the fcriptures both of the old and new 
te [lament, that no perfon of common underCland* 
ing, who re;ids them attentively and without preju- 
dice, can fall into any material error upon this fub«^ 
je£l» The pra£tice of virtue is always reprefented 
as the only means of attaining happinefs, both here 
and hereafter. ^ To fear God, vnd keep his com- 
^ mandaiient&; to do juftice, to love mercy, to walk 
^^ humbly with God, to. deny all ungodlinefs and 
*f worldly pa{Iions». and to live foberly, righteouflf 
" and godlily in the world \ .to fcek for glory, ho- 
^ nour, and. immortality, by patient continuance in 
** well doing V in ^ word, to love God with all the 
^^ underftanding,. and with all the heart, and to love 
** our neighbour as o^rfelves :" thefe are the dear 
and equitable terms of falvatios,, both undejc the oI4 
difpen£sition. and the new. 
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The apoftles indeed infill much on faith ia 
Chrlft : and with great propriety 5 fcr their exhorta- 
tions were ufually addrefTed to unbelievijig jews, or 
to heathen idolaters, whom they were defirous of 
introducing to the privileges and hopes, of the chrif- 
tian religion. But thofe who already profefled 
Chriflianity are enjoined, not ta believe, but to aft 
con fiftently with their profeffion', and to be " carefu^ 
•* to maintain good works.** 

The apoftles alfo often dvrtlX upon tfee fufferings 
of Chrift, and that for feveral reafons. The death of 
Jefus was the confirmation of his miflion ;=. it was 
the feal of that new covenant which he came ta 
promulgate; it was the neceflary preliminary to his 
refurreftion ;.. and the public execution of thr 
founder of this new religion being objefked to its 
profeflbrs as an indelible difgracej the firft teachers- 
of chtiftianity were folicitous to (hew, that they 
were not afhamed to avoir tfeemfelves the difciplfes^ 
of a crucified Matter^ " They gloried in the crofs 
•* of Chrift, and determined te know nothing but 
•* Jefus Chrift, even him who was crucified." 

After having thus brieffy ftated the plain and 
Ample doflrine .of the fcriptures concerning the 
" terms of acceptance with God," let us now inquire 
Jhto that of Mr. W, which is ifideed of a very dif^. 
fcrcnt complexion. And confidently as that gentle- 
man afTerts it, and dangerous as he reprefents it^ 
cither to difpute, or to miftake, the principles he- 

• aflumes.;. 
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aflumes; the fa£l is,-that not a fingle word,.noi not 
even a trace or a {hadow of then), is to be found itk 
the chriflian fcriptures* 

That I may not mifreprjefent his font iment-8 upoa 
a £ubje£k which he regards as of the htgheft mo- 
ment, let him fpeak for hinafelf. After having. 
dated: it} p^ 117, **^$ a higtilyJufjgercus notion, thab 
*^ fome chriftians, with lit tl'q more than au indiftincli 
**^and nominal reference to him who bore our*fin?» 
" in his own body upoft the tree, really reft their* 
**- eternal hopes on a vague general pepfuaGon of 
^^ the unqualified mercy of the Supreme Beifig, or 
** dill more erroneoufly rely in the main- on thci^ 
**" own negative or pofitive merits ;'' and having no- 
ticed with difapprobatix3n,.p« 1 19,. tlie.. errors of an- 
other *^ clafs, who have a fort of general indetermi^ 
** nate and ill undcrftood dependence en our blefletf 
** Saviour; but whofe hoi)es> appear ultimately to* 
'♦bottom on the perfuafron tllat they are now* 
*^ through Chrift become itieifnb«rs of a new difpcn-' 
•* fation, wherein they will be tried by a more leAieht 
** rule than that to which they mult, have been' 
'•^otherwife fubjeft,'* he reprefents tliefe errors; 
p 12 r, ^'as naturally refulting from tfae:miflakeii' 
^conception entertained of the fundamental princi- 
**-ple8 of chriftianity, as a £sheme for juftifyingrthe* 
** ungodly, and for making: .the j^w'/j of iolinefi tjic 
^^effeffsy not the caufe-i of our being juftlfied and it^* 
*^ conciIed«" Among the pra£tical confequences. bP 

E 4, thefcL 
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J thefe errors, he mentions. (p. 123) "their tendency 

i •* to prevent that deep feeling of gratitude for the 

i ** merits and inter ceJftBti of ChTift, to which wc arc 

J •* ivhoily indebted for our reconciliation to God 9 

\ " and for the will and the power, from firft to laft> 

^^ to work out our own falvation ; their pronenefs to 
** run into merely moral difquiGtions, and their ad* 
i ^ vidng men to amend their ways, as a preparation 

" for their coming to Chrift, rather than exhort 
! •* them to throw themfeWes with deep proftration 

; •• of foul at the foot of the crofo." Profcfling, p.127, 

*♦ not to enter into the niceties of controverfy," he 
neverthelefs contends, " that they who in the main 
*• believe the doQrines of the church of Kngland 
** are bound to allow, that our dependence on our 
I '' bleiTed Saviour^ as alone the meritorious cauie c^ 

^* our acceptance with God, muft be not merely 
" formal and nominal, but real and fubftantial« 
*< Repentance towards God, and faith towards our 
^*X*prd Jefus Chrift^ was the fum of the apoftolical 
I ^< inftr unions." This faith imports, p. 12S, that 

" we muft be deeply confcious of our guilt and 
** mifery, and penitently fleeing for refuge to the 
*^ hope fct before us; wc muft found altogether on 
** the merit of the crucified Redeemer our hopes o^ 
^ eficape from deferved punifhment, and of deliver- 
'' ance from the enflaying power of fm. This mud 
•• be our firft, our laft, our only plea. We are to 
* IS.fiwrremler Pttrfelvw up to him, to be wpflied in 

"his 
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^* bis blbod^ to l>e fanaified by his fp1rie>;' and the: 
like.. 

He adds, p. 129, that *^what has belti. required is 
^ not the perception of a fubtle diftiitQion, but a. 
^ ftate and condition of heart i^ and procieeds, p* 1 30> . 
to addrefs thofe <* who are difpofed to believe^ that 
^ though, in fome obfcure and vague fenfe,, the 
^ deatb of Cbrift as the fatisfdffion for our finsy.andi 
^ for the purchafe of our future happinefs, and the: 
^ fand;i£ying influence of the fptrit, are to be admit*. 
^ ted as fundamental articles of our creed ; yet that 
^ thcfie are dod^ines fo much above us, that they* 
^ axe not fiited to out capacities, and that, tunt^ 
^ ing our eyes from thefe difficult (peculations^, 
^ we (hcHild fix them on the praSical and moral 
^ precepts of the gofpeU* To this^objiedionMr. W* 
9cpIieS| p. 1 3.1, that ^ this may not be iaconfifient]y> 
^ the language of the miodcm unitarian^, but fiirelf 
** it ts in the highefl: degree unreafonabie to admit 
^ into our fcheme all the grand peculiarities of chri£<^ 
** ttanity, and, having admitted, to negle£l, and 
^ think no move of them ;'^ that ^^ common ienfo. 
^ foggeftsy from their nature and magnitude^ thafr 
^ they deferve our moft fcrious regard i" that ** the- 
** profane irreverence of this condu£); is. not morc^ 
" ftriking than its ingratitude/' and *^ that we' arer 
** forewarned, p» 133, that God will not hold thein 
•* guiitlcis who are unmindful of his kind,nefs.'*f 
The fe£lioA concludes with an exhortation to exer^^ 

E 5 €ife 
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cifc thofc regards to Chrift, which correfpond jwrlth 
the views which the author has given of the means 
ef falvation by hiifn. 

If then I rightly unJerftand Mr. W/is meaning m 
ftating the terms of our acceptance with God," he in- 
cludes two particulars r firft,. that the merits of 
Chrift are an atonement and fatisfadKon to divine 
jiiftice for the fins of men, and are alone the merito- 
rious caufe of our acceptance with God 5 and fe- 
cpndlyi that it is necejfary to falvation that men 
fliould be apprifed of this doflrine, and that, rej&i£b- 
ing all reHance on their own negative or pofftive 
merits, they fliould found' altogether on the merit of 
the crucified Redeemer, their hopes of efdape from 
dieferved puniflmient. 

•Now, if ihefe be realty the terms of falvation, it 
is natural to expe£l that they would be as diftin£ily 
flatedi and as clearly defiiied, in the cbrlftian fcrip- 
turcs, as in Mr. W.»i "Prat^ical Vievy.** Stirely, 
every page would be filled with exhortations, *' to 
•* caft ourfelVes at the foot of the crols,*' to " rely 
* upon the merits of Chrift,'* and " to place our 
^ confidence in the atonement and fatisfaftion' of 
•*the crucified Redeemer." What then muft be 
Ac aftoniftimcnt of a ferious inquirer, who, having 
formed his ideas of the chriftian religion from 
Mr. Wv*s trcatife, when he came to the perufal' of 
fte genuine writings of the apoftles and evangelifts, 
flioiidd difcovei ihat ^ tbe mcrita of Chrift" H a 

Jhrali^ 
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phrafe which no where occurs in them*}, that the 
death of Jefus is never i>epre£ented either as aai 
"atonement for fin," or a " fatisfaftion. to^ the 
•* Deity," whatever may be meant by thofe obfcurc 
and unfcriptural expreflions 5 and* that we are never 
exhorted to afk any thing of God " for the fake of 
" Ghrift," nor is any bleffing everfaid tobeg^anted 
to us .upon that conCiderationf ! thattp "caft our- 
" felves with deep proftration of. foul at the foot of 
*^ thecrofs," which Mr. W. fets forth as an eflcntial 
duty, is not once recommended in the, whole.New 
Teilament ^ and that no proof can be produced^ 
that faith in Chrift means an^. tiling more than "an* 
^^ habitual and pra£lical recogijition of hi» autho-^ 
**^rity;" much lefs^ that it includes " an entire re- 
** liance on his merit." Upon all thefe fubjcfts it 
is fufficient to fay,^th^t the.fsripture-is totally fUent;. 

• The " rightcoufnefs of Chr?ft** is arr expre/Iibn uftd idr 
the epiftle to the Romans: it Ihould be rendered " ju^Jiftea-- 
*f tioD,!' and fignifics' the introducing unbelicving^iew^, or 
idolatrous heathens, into the privileges of the gofpcl. ... Sc& 
Locke's Commentary, and Taylor's Key.' The imputation of 
tKe righteoiifhefs'ofone perfon to fupply the defcfts of another,' 
it one of thofe extravagant idcjs which never occurred to the-. 
writers of thfr New Teftaroent. - • 

't'Eph. iv. 32-, may perhaps be regarded 'as an exception ;-^ 
but that is-an acknowledged miftranflation. The true renders- 
lag is,. eveo as God, in or by Chrid, hath freely fdrgiven you } 
;thac is,^.has de^ciared by Chrift that you are freely, forgiven. 

Eft ^ 'JVlr.wf 
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Mr. W. himfelf will not pretend that the language 
fae ufcs is that of the New Tedament. "What then 
is the juft and ineTitable conclulion ? Surely, that 
thcfc indifpenfiblc terms of acceptance^ thcfe ^* grand 
^^peculiarities** of the gofpel, are mere human invcn^ 
lions, and not the doctrines of Chrift. 

It may perhaps be faid, that although the fcrip* 
tures ufe not thefe very words, the fame meaning 
may be conreyed iti different language : but furely 
it is fomewhat extraordinary, that an unferiplural 
phrafeology muft be inyentcd to e>cpfcfs the moft 
e&ntial fcripturc doSrines, the ** grand pcculiari* 
•* lies" of chriftianifyt This at lea-ft fixes a mark 
of fttfpicio» upon fuch aflimied principles t but the 
truth is, that the ideas eorrefponding lo thcfe 
noTeJi phrafes are no more to be found in the facred 
writings than the phrafes themlclves> nor had they 
^y eMtlesu^e toM fome centuries after the apoftolic 

If we aft for proor> Mi. W. though 6e delivers: 
lis fenttnents wiih the confidence ef an oracle, and 
denojunces the Tengeaoce of heasireii' on adt who do 
sot yield impltcii credit ttf thcnii deeliqcs ^ entering 
^ into the niceiie» of controverfy/*' Here and there 
indeed he thri*iU in a text, which feldom, even in 
appearance, and never in its true and ^voperfenfe^ 
yields the leaft fapporft to.his notioA of ^ aa undi-^ 

f See Dk* Pcie(Uej*» HilU>iy of d^r Cocru^tioAS of Chriftianity. 
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^ vidcd faith in the Lord Jcfus," or " an entire re* 
** liance upon his mexits and fatisfa£tion.'' 

In a note, however, p. 134, he dire£ls the reader'a 
attention to what he calls ^' a few leading argu** 
** ments.** He appeals to the expreffion, " wc 
" preach Chrift crucified," and the like, the mean-^ 
tng of which has been already explained : he argues 
from tKe inftitution of the Lord's fupper, which is 
only a folemn commemoration of an interefting 
event \ particularly as, in a figurative fenfe, the feal 
of that new covenant, into which God is pleafed to 
enter with all who believe in the divine miilion of Je* 
fus; but without any mention of, or allu(ion to, atone* 
ment, fatisfadion, or merit. He adds, *^ that the fa* 
^' crament of bapttfm (hadows out our fouls being 
^ wafhed and purified by the blood of Chrift;" a mere 
gratuitoiis afiertion*, anfupported by any proof* 
MSo% that in the Epiftle to the Romans, the apoftle 
%)eaks ''with the moft emphatical expreflions, of 
^ deep and bitter regret, of fome who went about 
^ to eftabliCb tbeiv own rig^bteoufnefe, and. had not 
^ (ubmiftted tbemfetves to the righteoufnefs ef God \^ 
^hich he arbitrarily applies to thofe *'* who fatisfy 
^ themfelves widi vague general- thoughts of out 
^ Saviour's roediatioay ^^^ ^c (burce of whoft ha-. 
^ bitual complacency is, their being tolerably well 

* 

♦St..Pet«r, t Pet. iii. Jti, teaches^ that Iwptifm is emblematical, 
aoc ** of being wa&ed in the blood of Chrift,'* but of a goud 
coaiciettcc towards G«<L 

6 " fatis- 
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^ fatisfied with their own charafters and conduft;**' 
a notion the moft diftant from the apoftle's mind^ 
and utterly inconfiftent with his reafoning in the 
context. He is there fpeaking of the Jews, wha 
adhered to the rites and ceremonies of pharifaic tra- 
dition, in preference to the liberal difpenfation of 
the gofpel, and thereby: excluded themfelves fron^ 
ks privileges and hopes*.'* 

Laftly,^ he appeals to the Epiftle to the Gfdatiails,, 
and ftrangely fuppofes^^ " that the great defe^ o£ 
^ the judaizing chriilrans, which frullrated the. 
^* grace of God, and debarred them from all the 
*' benefits of the death of Jcfus, was not imtnoralllyy 
*^ but their being difpofed to truft in partj for their. 
" acceptance with God, to the mofaic inftitutions^ 
^infiead of repofitjg nvhclly on the merits of ChriJV* 
This is making fcripture with a witncfi. L^t Mr..Wi^ 
produce^ if he can,. a fingle fentence from the wriN 
ings of Paul, in which that vencTablQ fe^vant>aadi 
meflengor of Jefus requires a. reliance, either whpjly. 
©r in part, upon the merits of Chrift;: much Icf* 
will he be able to difcover any pafTage in which the. 
apoflJe reprefents this reliance upon aiiothex*s me-^ 
Tits as fo elTential to falvatioUj^ that, without it, na 
moral excellence in their own char a£ier. will b& 
available* The apoftle's defign, from the beginning 
to the end of this epiftle, is to fhew, that men who 
»efted their, hopes of falvation upon the praiEJice of 

? Sjce Locke and Taylor on ffee parage, . 

burdeox^ 
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Burden fome pharifalc rites, and who impofed then> 
iipon others, excluded themfelv^s. from the liberal 
provifions of the gofpel; which requires nothing but 
fuch a faith m Chrift and bis dodrine, as^ wilbinflu^ 
Cflce men to the praftice of univerfal virtue. 

Mr. W« p. 124, cenfures fome whom he calls 

*^ nominal chriftians^' ior ** advifing (inners to amend 

" their ways as a preparative for their coming to 

•* Chrift, rather than exhorl; them to throw them> 

** felves with deep- proftration at the foot of the 

** crofs/*' He does not feem to have r^colk^ed, 

that the advice of the apoftle Peter, Afts iii. 13. to 

men in fimilar circumftaiKes, and even to the ac^ 

tual murderers of Jefus, was, ** Repent, and be con* 

** verted, that ypur fins ttiay be blotted out." ' But 

perhaps St. Pfetcr was **a nomliial chtiftian,'* and 

••ignorant of the go 1^1 j*' and, truly, it is more 

than* probable that he w,as totally, ignorant of tlife 

gdfpel'-of Mr. W. A-t any rsrte^ it isi fafer and 

better, in a cafe of fuch moment, to follow the ad^ 

Vice and e:uimple of an apodle, than to adopt ths 

tifift rip tural jargon ofmcdern-fyftems, which, what^i- 

i*Tcr appearance of humiliityi and fan£iity it may 

affiime, wlien it is thoroughly examined, will be 

found xa convey as little meaning as " the founding 

^ harafe, or the tinkling cymbalJ' 
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Stri^nefs rf pnaHkal ChrljHanity. Ratiwat Religkw 
not unfaveuraUe U Virtue, 06/ervatiottS on Chrifi 
tieM Idolatry, 

X ^O much tpprove of tlie generat ftrm of wbat 
A&. WUbcrforce advances upon <^ the ftridnefs of 
^ iruc pra^lical ehriftlanitj^,!' in the firft fe£lioii of 
liis fourth diapter, that I am ibrry to meet^ with any 
thing from which I am obliged to diiient, and Aill 
leckott that any remarlcs fhonld have efcaped from htt^ 
pen which are open If^ jMft animadverfionu - 

i entirely 2%xtt wiik Mr* W« p» i>47, ^ That H 
*' is the granci cflfential pnifkieal charaAeriAie of 
H true chriftiinsi thai they havt renounced attd hIh 
^ jured all other mafters, suad hare cordialtj Midi 
^* unrefervedly devoted thesnifelTes t# God ;*''-«-iha| 
this, p« 148) *^mu(t be ihc mailer psincipte to whidi; 
<< evevy olher muft be fixbordinate^'^^-*-lhat ^ tlioyr 
^ delibemtety pnrfofei tKKr» fo far at they may be 
*^ able, the g^nd govermng maaim of their fiitnre 
^' lives ihaU be> to do aH ta the glory o£ Godi'>- 
that, p. 150,** the example of Chrift is their pat* 
" tern, and the word of God their rule;'*— that 
'* their determination to obey the wilk nnd to culti- 
^ vate the favour of God^^ hath its foundations in a? 

**^deep 



/ 
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•* deep and humiliating fcnfe of his exalted majefty 
" and infinite power;" — but, p. IS1> that ** thefe aw- 
***fuUmprcflions are relieved and ennobled by an ad- 
** miring fenfe of the infinite pcrfefllons and infinite 
** amiablenefs of the divine charaAer, animated by 
" a confiding though humble hope of his fatherly 
^* kindnefs and proteftion, and quickened by the 
•' grateful recolleAion of imraenfe and continually 
** increafing obligations. This is the chriftian love 
^ of God; a love compounded of admiration, of 
"" preference, of hope, of truft, of joy, chaftifed by 
^ reverential awe, and wakeful with continual gra- 
" litude." 

I confefs that, when I read this jud and animat- 
ing account of the afFeilion due from all his crea- 
tures to the Supreme Being, I can hardly believe it 
was written by the fame author, whd a few pages 
before has reprefented the fame Being as having 
brought his creatures into exiftence ^* radically 
•* tainted with fin,** and as having left the great 
majority of them to perifh, in hopelefs and etenial 
mifery. To fuch a God as this, fome perfons may, 
for aught I know, experience ** a love compounded 
'* of admiration, preference, hope, truft, and joy"— 
the only fenfation that I could feel refpefling him, 
if fuch were my idea of the divine character, would 
be that of terror and abhorrence. 

But I ,have no doubt that God is really worthy, 

in the higheft degree, of thofe afFcftions which arc 

here 
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here fo eloquently dcfcribed; for he is infinitely wife 
and good, and is incapable of acling unjuftly by any* 
of his creatures. " His tender naercy is over all hi»- 
** works^" 

Our author prudently, or rather inadvertent! yr 
declines to combine the different parts of his fyftemy 
and while he overlookr^ the injudice of leaving the: 
great mafs of mankind to fufFer eternal torments, be*, 
inilfls whoHy upon the goodnefs* of God to the 
chofen few,^ who arc regenerated by the influences- 
of his fpirit, and who certainly have no reafoa to^ 
complain. But the eharafier. of a Being fo capri- 
cious and malignant, whatever partial kindnefs he. 
may occailionally manifeft, can nevet be the obj«£k 
of rational veneration and confidence. 

Mr. W. does not fee this confequence, wElcH ta 
many others appears fo obvious and palpable. Nay,, 
be even thinks, that the fyftem which be has dated 
lays a proper foundation for that love to God which: 
the gofpel requires as the moft powerful priaciple 06 
virtue. And he very unjuftly, and. I muft fay ua*. 
candidly, charges chriftians whofe principles da not. 
reach his own flandard of orthodoxy, with, a def]gti> 
to lower the ftandard of chriflian- morality. " They,'* 
fays he^ p. 139^ ^^who hold the fundamental doc-^ 
*• trines of fcripture" (thw is, his own unfcripturak 
opinions) ^^ in their due force, hold alfo in its due- 
** degree of purity the pradlical fyftem which fcrip- 
^ lurei inculcates. But they who explain away the. 

** formct" 
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*^ former '*^ (that is^ who do not think with the air-* 
thor) " foften down the latter atfo, and reduce it to 
" the level of their own defeftive fcheme. It is 
" not front any confidence in the fuperior amount 
*' of their own performances, or in the greater 
** vigour of their o\»rn exefrttom:, that they reconcile 
" themfielves to their low views of the fatisfadlion 
" of Chrift, and of the infejencc of the fpirit 5 but 
** it (hould r^hcr feem their plan foto deprefs the 
^* required Aaridard of practice that no man need 
<^ fall (bon of it, that no fuperior aid can be wanted 
*^ for enablbg us to attain to- it.- It happens, how- 
" ever, with refpc£k to their fimple method of mo- 
** rality,. ais in the cafe of the ihort ways to know- 
*^ ledge^ of which (bme vain pretenders haice vaunt« 
^ ed, that thefe have failed* of conducing them to 
^^ the right obje£i, and have iflued ooly in igiiorance 
**- and conceit." . . 

* \ am forry to obferve, that this is a very illiberal 
paragraph, which I hope that Mr* W. will, upon re« 
confideration) retra£V. Let him recolle^^ that wcj^ 
who reje£l his pretended fundamentals as unfcriptui* 
raland untrue, have aa- equal right to- charge, him 
with a defign.to'fubvert the foundations: of virtue^ 
and ^* to. d^prefr ibs nqfiiT^d fiandard qJ practice J^^ 
fiut I trufl; we are too well acquainted with th^ 
fplrit of chriftianity to retort the charge upon out; 
ttncandid aflailant. We can give him cvedit for 
writing, from the beft motives, and with an earneft 

deGn& 
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defire to promote praAical religion, while we think 
him greatly miftaken in the means he adopts for thi» 
purpofe. Mr. W. may be ailured that we, who re- 
probate the doftrines of original depravity, of the 
pre-exi(lence, the deity, and the fatisfadion, as it i^ 
called, of Ghrift, and of the fupernatural influences 
xA the fpirit, as grofs corruptions of the chriftian 
religion, fet the ibtndard of chri(lis|n morality as 
high as he hioifelf can do. ' We contend with equal 
eameftnefs for the pfaflice of univerfal virtue, and 
for perfe£lion of charadier : and what more can be 
required ? It is true, that when the virtues are con- 
(idered in detail, Mc. W. miiy infift upon certain le* 
gard^ as due to Ghrift, which we may think unfcrip- 
< ural and idolatrous, zn^ may lay, what we efteem, 
an undue (Irefs upon ritual inftitutions \ but he has 
|}o more right to condemn our morality for this di« 
rerfity of opinion and praAice, than a papift has to 
eenfnre him, for not worfiiipping the virgin Mary; 
rfor obferving the feftivals of the faints. And we 
feel ourfelves as little hurt by his unjuft animadver- 
fions, as he himfelf would be by thofe of the honeft» 
but ignorant, catholic. Love is, with us, the fuU 
filHng of the law ; and the habitual p,ra£bice of vir« 
tue, from a principle of love to (jrod and benevo« 
lence to man, is, in our judgement, the fum and 
fubflance of chriftian morality. 
The dodrine of Unitarian chriilians lays the 

beft foundation for lave to God^ becaufe it repre- 

fema 
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fents the chara£(cr of the Detty as perfeAly wife, 
benevolenti and impartiali ever purfuing the beft 
ends, the virtue and happinefs of all his intelligent 
offspring, by the beft and moft efEcacious means. 
Hence he appears to be the proper objefl of com- 
placency, gratitude, confidence, refignation, and joy; 
aiid a fteady faith in the exiftence and governm.ent 
of fuch a Being b a perpetual fource of fatisfadiion 
and delight to every well difpofed mind, fiut the 
Goi, of Mr. W«'s fyftem is a gloomy and capricious 
tyrant, whofe chief employment, and therefore de« 
lighty is to render his creatures miferable. How is 
it then poffible to venerate and love him ? 

The love of Chrift, upon this fyftem, muft very 
much interfere with the love of God. To fay tlie 
leaft, the idea of this ftupendous perfon, this fecond 
God» divides and diftrads the attention, and occu« 
pies^at fpace in the mind which is the fole property 
of God himfelf, the only inviiible Being of whofe 
continual prefence with us we have any fatisfa£^ory 
evidence, who is therefore the only proper obje£t of 
our religious regards, and whofe idea is at all times 
fui&cient to occupy and fill the mind. The notion 
of two infinite Beings is utterly beyond the com« 
prehenfipn of the human intelledt \ and indeed, as 
Xocke and WoUafton* have juftly obferved, thefe 
two ideas muft neceflarily coincide, and coalefce into 
one. But the Father and the Son are commonly 

* Religion of Nature, p, 70. ^ocire's Fam. Letters, p. 41 a* 

rcprc- 



^ A Review of Mr. Wilherfofeis Treattfe. 

iPeprefented as diftinft Beings, of differelftt and even 
oppofite charafters^ the Father ftern, fevere, and 
inflexible ; the Son all gentleness and compai&on, 
fubmicting to bear his Farther's wrath, and to ap- 
peafe his anger, by fubftiuiting himfclf in the ftead 
©f the (inner*. It is impoflible to regard tl^e two 
characters with equal affection, and the love of the 
imaginary Chrifl Tobs the living and true God of 
his honour and homage. 

Mr. W. obferves, p. 156, that God ** Will not ac- 
** cept of a divided afFeftibn V and again, p. 157, 
* idolatry is the crime againft which God s fa^heft 
•' refentment is exprefled, and his fevereft punilh* 
♦* ment denounced/' Atfo, that ^^t is not- in bdw- 
** tng the knee to idols that idolatry confifts, fo 
•* much as in the internal homage of the heart, as 
** in the feeling towards them of any of thsrt fu- 
^ preme love, or reverence, or gratitude, which 

« God 

•This obferVation is exemplified in the IbUowing ftanzas 
from one of l>r. Watts*s hymns : 

• 

<' Once 'twas a feat of dreadful wrath, 

** And Ihot devouring flame; 
^< Our God appeared con fuming fire, 

** And Fengeance was his name. 

** Rich were ihe ^rops of Jefus' hlood 

" That calm'd his frowning face, 
;*' That fpririklcd o'er the burning throne, 

** And turn'd the wrath to grace* 

" The 
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V God rcfcrvcs to himfelf as his own exclufive pre- 
•* rogativc. On the fanic principle, whatever ^Ife 
'^ draws oflF the heart from bim cngrofTes our prime 
^^ regard, and hoMsthe chief place ii| our efteem 
" and aflFe£tion, that, in the eftimation of reafon, i% 
^^ no lefs an idol to us than an image of mrood or 
*^ (lone would be, before which-we (hould fali down 
•* and worftiip.'' Whaft dien, upon tbefe princU 
pies, mud we fay of that a£Fe6lioa and regard which 
M% W. and thofe who think with bim, pay to the 
imaginary perfon to whom they afcribe the attri- 
butes of divinity, and who is to fuch a degree the 
rival of the true and living God in their afFcdions ? 
Mr. W. has himfelf pronounced it to be idolatry? 
and according to his reprefentation of the cafe, hi« 
own ftate, and that of many others, would be dan« 
gerous in the extreme. But, in this inftance, h^ 
happily miftakes the meaning of the fcripture de- 
nunciations. The idolatry there reprobated, and 
ogainft which the fevereft judgements are threat*^ 

** The peaceful gates of heav'nly blifs 
** Arc opened by the Son, &c." 

How naturally and juilly doec tl^ concluikin follows 

" To thee ten tboujand thanks wc bring, 

" Great Advocate on high, 
" And glory to th' eternal King » 

. "*< Wko lays his fury by." 

Thus it is that a phantom of the imi^iaatien uAiipa the 

honours of the living God. 

enedy 
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enedj is the hea'tlien idolatry, which stuthorifed ant) 

often required the moil atrocious, crimesi chriilian 

idolatry*, or the wor Chip of the Son and Spirit to* 

gether with the Father, had not then an exigence : 

and though it is much to be cenfured and lamented, 

and carefully to be avoided ; yet» as it is not pro- 

du£kive of (imilar immoralitiesi it is not liable to the 

fame condemnation.. And I doubt not that thd 

error, grofs and pernicious as it is, will in many 

in(lanc6« be fet down to tlie account of human 

frailty, and mercifully overlooked by that gracious 

Being, who is acquainted with the powerful influ* 

ence of early prejudices, and of fixed habits of 

thinking, over the mod upright and ingenious 

minds. While, therefore, I feel it to be an indifr 

penfible duty to bear my public teftimony againil 

the worfliip of Jefus Chrift as diihonourable to 

God, injurious to rational religion, and as in a ftri£)^ 

fenfe iMatrouSf I entertain a high refpef^ for the 

piety and integrity of many of my fellow-chriftians, 

who, in confequence of early and ftrongly riveted 

prepofleflions, confcientioufly pra£life it ; and who 

no doubt think me guilty of little lefs than blaf- 

phemy, or atheifm, in oppoGng it. 

I am, Madam, &c. 

* See Mr. Lindfey't admirable Converfations on Chrifliati 
Idolatry, printed 1792 ; particularly the ktttcr part .of the third 
4ay's C<Aiveriack)R, p. So* ^7. 

i.ETTER 
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LETTER XII. 

PraB'ue of nominal chrijlians. Theory of religiotdJ^ 
affe6lions* The chrifUan fahbatb% 

MadaMi 

Mr. Wilberforcc having in the laft-feaion « cn- 
** deavoured to afccrtain the cflential chara£ler of 
** true practical chriftianity/' proceeds^ fe£l:. 2, **to' 
*^ inveftigate in detail the pradica) fyftem of the 
" hulk of profeffcd chridians among ourfclvcs.** 
And here he feems to have drawn a faithful portrait 
of many perfons, who, profeiTing to be chriftians^ 
complying with the external forms of religion, and 
abftaining from grofs vices, flatter themfelves that 
they have fulfilled the requiiitions of the chriftian 
law, while their he^ts are devoted to " the love of 
'* eafe^ of diffipation, of pleafure, of pomp and pa*- 
*^ rade, of wealth and ambition^ of the pleafures of 
^^ tafte and imaginatiop^ of fcience and literature^ 
** of reputation,'* and the like. And where any 
of thefe are made the primary obje£t: of purfuit, in 
preference to the love of God and the pra<^ice of 
duty, it muft be allowed that the character falls 
ihort of the ftand«rd of thegofpel. .It is alfo much 
to be feared, that a great part of the chriftian world 
come under this defcri);>tion^ and that many are in • 
ckcumftances of extreme danger who flatter, them- / 

F felvet 
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ielves that they are perfcilly fecure. Indeed, con- 
Cdering the inflacnce of felf-Iove, and the'danger- 
ous confequences of felf-deception, it is the part of 
true wifdom to be always vigilant, and to admit no 
principle of a£tion which will not bear the feverell 
examination. Chrlftianliy fuffers not its profelTors 
to reft fatisfied in any thing ftiort of pcrfcflion of 
charaftcr, and he is certainly not a real chriilian 
who docs not afpire after it. 

It is howCTcr wife to guard againfl fuperftitious 
fears. We thinlc moft rationally of God when we 
view him under the relation of a Father, whofe fole 
defign is the welfare of his offspring, and who im- 
pofes no hard and unreafonable fervicc. We can- 
not injure his chaTa£ter more than by conceiving of 
him as an auftere and rigorous mafter, continually 
laying fnares to entangle his fervants, and ever on 
the wateh to punifh with undue feverity the leaft 
deviation from duty. We are fure that we pleafe 
him bed, when our conduct is moil conducive to 
our own and others' happinefs. And if this be our 
habitual charafter, we need be under no appreben- 
lion with refpeft to our final acceptance. 

In a true chriftian, the love of God, and devoted- , 
nefs to him, is the governing principle of action. 
But we cannot always be exprefsly thinking upoa ' 
God i and a virtuous msn is performing his duty 
to the Supreme Being, as really, and as acceptably, 
vfaCQ he is purfuing the proper buGnefs of life, or 
evea 
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etcH when enjoying its innocent and decent araufe-* 
ments, as when he is offering direft addrefles to 
him in the clofet, or in the temple *. 

"The obfcrvation, p. 191, that *' heavenly things 
**'are ftated in fcriptute as recommending ^hem- 
***felves to the feelings of the true chriftian, by 
"being fuited to the renewed difpoGtions of his 
** heart," is the language of the theory which repre- 
fents religion as the ** fupernatural implantation of a 
'* new principle," p. 162. The truth is, that reli- 
gion confifts, as the author himfelf elfewhere ob« 
ferves, p. 184, in *' habits of mind.'* And there is 
no reafon to think that religious habits are formed,, 
differently from other habits, which arc known to 
be:the refult of frequent a6ls. A habit of devotion 
is neither inftinflive nor fupernaturally infufed ; it 
is generated by frequent exercifes of religious wor- 
flup and contemplation ; and a habit of doing goodj ' 
by adb of beneficence. 

■ Many writers upon morals, and amongfl: them 
our author, exprefs themfelves inaccurately con- 
cerning the love of virtue ; as though virtue could 
have no exiftence where it is not pra^lifed for its 
own fake. This is tantamount to affirming, that 
virtue cannot exift but in its moft perfe£l ftate* 
Virtae muft always be approved by the underftand- 
ingi but the pra£Hce of it is not always originally 

• For God is paid when man receives i 

To enjoy is to obey. Pope. 

F a pleaCng 
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^leafing. A vicious man begins to forfake his cri- 
minal courfes from a conviction of their folly and 
danger. He enters upon the path of virtue from a 
fenfe of duty or of interefl;, not without fome dc*» 
gree of relu£lance. By degrees difficulties fubfide, 
and unea(ine{tes vaniih. That which was originally 
indifferent, or difagreeablei becomes tolerable and 
pleafant \ ^e begins to love virtue for its own fake^ 
and purfues the path of reftitude^ not fo much on 
account of the end to which it leads, as for the pleai- 
fure he finds in it. The beginnings o£ virtue ai^ 
often painful, efpecially when habits of vlc9 liaye 
been previoufly contracted. And it ist neithec jiull 
nor wife to maintain, that there can- be. no. virtue 
without a diGnterefted love of it. It tends tso- dif- 
courage attempts at reformation in thofe wi^- aiie 
defirous of for faking their vices, and of becoming 
triily virtuous and religious* This may be a conQ- 
deration of little weight in theeftimation'o£^epron^ 
who cxpeft no change of chara£t:er without aa^tfn- 
'^ ginaV* fupematural impulfe. But they who loc^ 
only to the operation of natural and moval-caufesi, 
for natural and moral effeAs, i^ill rather choofe ta 
reprefent abftinence from vice, fxiom^a-fenftt of duty 
and intereft, as a confiderable advance towardi'^ ' 
virtuous character ; and the love of virtue, thoagh ' 
not at firft perceptible, as gradudly growing: from 
the habitual pradlice of it. ^ * 

** Let no man judge you,?' fay^ ,the apoftle, . 

5 Col. ii. 
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Col. ii. i6, **in refpeft to the fabbath day;" that is, 
Regard no man's cenfure for not obferving the 
fabbath. " One man," fays the fame authorifed 
teacher, Rom. xiv, 5, ** efteemeth one day above 

* 

** another; another efteemeth every day alike. Let 
•* every man be fully perfuaded in his own mind/* 
=t>r, as Dr. Doddridge renders it, " let every man 
** freely enjoy his own fentiment." Such is the 
apoftolic canon : and the ground of it is, thrt chrif- 
tians who differed in thefe points were equally in- 
fluenced by the fame principle, namely, regard to the 
tauthority of Chrift; and therefore were equally ac^ 
-ccptable to God. ** He that regardeth the day re*- 
'• gardcth it to the Lord, and he that difregardeth 
** the day difregardeth it to the Lord." 
\ TTiis \% the dccifion of St. Paul : how different 
flrom that of Mr. W. who, p. 193, in contradlftion 
to the apoftle's rule, dired,s men to judge of their 
fincerity and proficiency in religion, by the pleafurt 
they take in the fiibbatical obfetvance of the firft day 
of the weeki and who pronounces, p. 199, a fevere 
Sentence upon thofe who do not think it necefiary 
to obferve the Sunday with that ftridtnefs and feve» 
rity which neither Jefus nor his apoftles, but a mif*' 
taken fpirit of devotion, has impofed, and with 
which, it tells us, '*we ought to be 'delighted,^ 
♦« AH thefe artifices," fays Mr. W. p. 1985 (referring 
particularly to family parties, where neither mufic 

F J nor 



€( 
CC 



T02 J Rev-ew of Mr. IVilierforce^i Treatift^, 

nor cards are introduced) " whatever they may be„ 
to unhallow the Sunday, and to change its charac* 
ter, it might be almoft faid to relax its horrors, 
** prove but too plainly that the worfljip of God is 
" with us a conflrained and not a willing fcryice, 
*^ which we are glad therefore to abridge, though 
** we dare not omit it." He adds, concerning the 
fame defcription of perfons, that is, thofe who do 
not approve and take plieafure in that rigid obferva^- 
lion of the day which he is plcafed to prefcribc, 
** that fuch perfons voluntarily acquiefcc in a (late 
" of mind which is dire£lfy contrary to the pofitivc 
*' commands of God, which forms a perfedl contraft 
" to the reprefentations given us in fcripture of the 
•* chriftian charadier, and accords but too faithfully^ 
V in one leading feature, with the qharacler of thofe 
** who arc ftated to be the objefks of divine dif- 
** pleafure in this life, and of divine punifliment in 
" the next." 

Such is the uncharitable cenfure of Mr. W. in a 
cafe which St. Paul having explicitly ftated, has 
clearly decided that every one fliould freely enjoy his 
own opinion. And fuch is the narrow fpirit uriiver* 
fally generated, where will-worihip and ritual ob<* 
fervances are fet upon a level with practical religion, 
or fubftituted in its place. Warned by the apoftle, 
i prefume not to condemn any man for his fabbatical 
obfervation of the firft day of the week* But zealous 

for 
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for the liberty with which Chrift hath made us freey 
and regarding (as the apoflle recommends*) no 
man's cenfures for not obfetving the fabbatb day, I 
liave no hefitacion in averting, that under the chris- 
tian difpenfation ** every day is alike." Of public 
worfhip I am a (incere advocate; and it having been 
the uniform pra£iice of the chriftian church to af-* 
femble for this purpofe on the firft day of the week, 
I highly approve of the continuance of this laudable 
and ufeful cuftom. But that under the chriftian 
difpenfation one day is more holy than another f, or 
that any employment^ or any amufement, which is 
lawful on other days, is unlawful on the Sunday^ 
can never be proved either from the chriftian fcrip* 
tures or from ecclefiaftical antiquity. Nor is it ne» 
ceOary. The chriftian law exprefsly requires, not 
. that a feventh part only^ but that the whole of our 
^Ime, and every a£lion of life, fhould be devoted to 
the fervice of God, and that, " whether we cat or 
" drink, or whatever we do, we ftiould do all to his 
" glory." So that to a true chriftian every day is a 
fabbath, and every employment is an a£t of de- 
votion. 

. _ Mr. W. may perhaps not unprofitably pafs the 
iirft day of the week in the manner which he has 

* See p. ICO, 101. 

f See upon this fubje6t the controverfy between Mr. Evarr- 
(bn and Dr. Pi left ley, where this fubjeft is fully dilcufled, and 
brought to a proper iiTuc. 

F 4. prefcribcd \ 
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prefcTibed ; but every body cannot do it. The 
mind grows weary by conftant attention to intellec- 
tual obje^tS) and requires relaxation on the Sunday 
, as well as on other days. And to the generality of 
chrifiians, fmcere as well as nominal, viho cannot 
Iceep up their attention to religion through the 
nhole day, and are fuperftitioufly fearful of divert- 
ing their thoughts to any other fubjeft, " the Sun- 
** day is, to fay the bcft of it, p. 196, a heavy day, 
**. and that larger part of it which is not claimed by 
^* the public offices of the church, dully draws on 
*^ in comfortlcfs vacuity," as many have experienced 
whofe moral character is in no refpe£l inferior to 
theirs, whofe minds are capable of a greater inten* 
fity of application, and their paffions of being kept 
longer in a ftate of religious efFcrvefcence. 

That the laws of any country ihould enjom a 
fabbatifm which God has not required, appears to 
tne unreafonable and unjuft. How far it ma^^be 
prudent or decent to ^ violate fuch laws" when 
made, is a diflfereiit queftion; but Mr. W. has no 
right to rq)rcfent anegleft of fuch arbitrary human 
inftitutions as ** an infult upon religion." p. 196. 

This fabbatical fpirit and thefe ritual pra£);ice8 
%ft very impit)perly and unwarrantably rcprefented, 
p. 99, as '^eflential conftituents of a devotional 
•• frame." This is another in (lance of that narrow 
and cenforious fpirit which is generated by too great 
ail attachment to the forrps^ of religion, A man 

who 
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who goes to church four times a day, commonly 
thinks himfelf a better chriftian than he who is con- 
tented with three fe^ices only ; who in his turn 
triumphs in his fpiritual fuperiority over the man 
that fatisfies himfelf with two ; while the latter, 
if not more than ufually charitable, regards his 
chriftian brother who goes but once, as little better 
than a heathen. 

-It is obvious, that laying an undue ftrefs upon the 
obfervation of the fabbath, naturally tends to intro* 
ducc the fpirit which in the beginning of the feftion 
.1 have now reviewed is fo juilly condemned. Many 
who are fo very religious on a Sunday, are too apt 
to lay afide religion for the reft of the week. They 
often put it off with thetr Sunday clothes. They 
** have paid their tithes, p. 163, fay rather their 
** compofition, the demands of die church are fatif- 
" fied, and they may furely be permitted to enjoy 
** what (he has left, without moleftation or inter- 
^* ference." 

I am, Madam, &c. 
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LETTER XIII. 

Concerning the deftre of applaufe^ and whether amidbh 
tempers and ufeful lives cofiftitute the whole of reli^ 
gjon. 

Madam, 

I MUCH approve of what Mr. Wilberforcc ha» 
advanced, feft. 3, " upon the defire of human cfti- 
'^ mation and applaufe \*^ a fubjedi which he haa 
treated with judgment and eloquence, and which he 
has well difcufTed both as a philofopher and as a 
chriftlan. Nothing is more grateful to an ingenuous 
. xnind than the approbation of the wife and good» 
when it comes unfought for, in the upright and dif« 
interefted drfcharge of duty. But applaufjc ought 
never to be made explicitly, much Icfs primarily, 
the ob}c6l of purfuit. The defire of applaufe not 
only vitiates the motive, but ufually defeats its owa 
end : for praife is invariably withheld whenever th^ 
love of praife appearsto be the predominant princi- 
ple ; and the only juft, and indeed the moft effcc- 
tual, way to attain a good reputation is to deferve^ 
it. 

In religion efpecially, the opinion of the world is 
the lad conOderation which ought to influence the 
mind. No man is worthy of the name of chriftian^ 
much lefs can he attain to any honourable diftinc- 

tion 
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tion in his profeflion, if he is not prepared fearlefsly 
to feek after and avow chriflian truth, and to live in 
the habitual difcharge of chrifti^in duty, equally un- 
moved by the profane fcorn of fome, and the bitter 
and unfounded cenfures of others. *' Never to be: 
•' afhamed of Chrift and of his words/* ia a principre 
which muft be deeply engraved on the hearts of all 
who are ambitious of the charadter of his genuine 
and approved difciples. 

Mr. W. in his next feflion, p. 246, profeflcs to 
•* flate and confute the generally prevailing error of 
" fubftituting amiable tempers and ufeful lives in 
" the place of religion ;" and he introduces many 
good remarks, blended however with fome inaccu- 
racies arifing from his inattention to the origin and 
progrefs of the affeflions* 

He begins with obferving, that " the error m 
«♦ queftion is that of exaggerating the merk of cef- 
*' tain amiable and ufeful qualities) and of confider* 
** ing them as of themfelves fufBcient to compenfate 
** for the want of the fupreme love and fear of 
*^God." He ftatcs with great propriety and im- 
partiality " the common language upon this head," 
p. 247. He remarks, p. 248, '^ that a fatal diilinc- 
** tion is thus admitted between morality and reli- 
" gion,*' which he juftly calls " a great and defpc- 
•* rate error;" He argues, p. 249, **that the moral 
** worth of thefe benevolent tempers and ufeful lives 
^ is apt to be greatly over-rated*" I|e obferves, 

F 6 that 
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tXat *' there are many falfe pretenders to thefe ami- 
•* able qualities;'^ and maintains, p. 250, that ** when 
•* the benevolent qualities are genuine^ they often 
** defcrve the name rather of amiable inftindls than 
Amoral virtnesj*' and again, p. 251, that •* when 
** ihey are not grounded and rooted in religion, 
*' their duration is (hort and precarious," and " that 
** they often terminate in cruelty and mifanthropy/* 
p. 254. He gives little credit, p. 255, " for intrin- 
*• fic worth to ufeful lives, independent of religious 
" principles." He obferves, p. 256, that thefe qua- 
lities, however excellent, " could in no degree be 
** admitted as a compenfation for the want of the 
" fupreme fear and love of (yodj** nor, p. 258, 
" can it by any' means be allowed, that in perform- 
** ing their duties towards their fellow- creatures they 
•" perfo™ thofe to God virtually and fubftantially, 
•* if not in name/' That thefe qualities, p. 261, 
** fo far from being perfe£l in their nature, are ra- 
^* dically defeflive and corrupt ; that no praftice 
•* will be admitted as chriftian, but that which flows 
** from chriftian principles •," and that the true 
* chriftian, p. 263, is"^" really the moft amiable and 
** ufeful charadier." He adminxfters, p. 265, vefy 
fuitable admonitions to chriftians upon thefe heads, 
both to the " naturally fweet-temp^red and aftive," 
p» 266, and ^* to the naturally rough and auftere," 
p. 267, and fuggefts excellent advice to the latter, 
p. 270, " for acquiring a gentle and bcnevclent 

" fpirit." 
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"^fpirit.** Mr. W. farther remarks, p. 272, ^'that 
** perfons of amiable tempers and ufcful lives have 
" indeed their reward, being always beloved in pri- 
*' vate, and generally refpefied in public, life. But 
•* when devoid of religion, if the word of God ,bc 
** not a fable, they cannot enter into the kingdom of 
" heaven.'* He afterwards proceeds, p. 274, tt> 
warn chriftians '' of the danger to which they arc 
" expofed of infenfibly lofing^ in the bufmefs and 
buftle of the world, the right principles with 
which they fet out, and their reli/h for the em- 
** ployments and offices of religion 5" and he con* 
eludes his fe£lion with " offering advice," in the 
main juft and ufeful, to fuch "as fufpe£l this to be 
" their cafe •," adding- fome pifoper animadverfion 
upon the principles of Roufleau and Sterne, p. 282. 
Not being an advocate for the doflrine of in- 
flinAive principles, I can by no means coincide in 
the declaration, p. 250. " that where the benevolent 
" qualities are genuine, they often deferve the name 
*' rather of amiable inftindls than moral virtues.** 
Lead of all can I admit, that " the qualities under 
** confideration are radically defective and corrupt, 
" that they are a body without a fouL" 7 his afler- 
tion originates in the erroneous opinion, that human 
nature is " radically tainted with fin," and is as un- 
founded as the dodrine upon which it reds. Bene- 
volence is generated, like every other affeftioti, by 
the circumftances in which men are placed, and 

the 
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the impreflions to which they are expofed. No 
man is benevolent by inflin£l, any more than he is^ 
by in(lin£k a mulician, a philofopher^ or a fcholar. 

Alfo, benevolence, in whatever way acquired* is 
a moral excellence. It is not efTential to moral rec- 
titude that there ihould be a mental confli£t, or 
previous difcipline \ otherwife, it could not be aa 
attribute of Deity. The virtue of an afFeflion coa- 
iifts wholly in its beneficial tendency, and benevo- 
lence is as much a moral excellence in the Supreme 
•Being, in whom it exifts by neceffityT, as it is ia 
•man, in whom it is the efFe£l of mental difcipline. 
Hence it follows, that, if it were even inftindlive, it 
would not on that account be lefs virtuous : and if 
benevolence could exift as pure^ fixed,, and effica- 
cious, without religion as with it, its moral value 
-would be the fame. But- the truth is, that in the 
prefent ftatc of things, benevolence meets with fo 
many powerful checks, that the principles of reli- 
gion are its only efFeftual fupport; and nothing but 
a ftrong fenfe of duty to God will induce men to 
perfevere in doing good to their fellow creatures, in 
oppofition to ingratitude, calumny, difappointment, 
and other confiderations, which difcourage and 
over-rule that benevolence . wiiich is not founded 
upon piety, and often, as is juftly obfcrved, p. 254, 

♦ If angels are what they arc generally fuppofed to be, their 
virtues muA be inftin^hvc^ but are they not. therefore mqral 
qualities } 

** convert 
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•** convert a generous and beneficent youth, as he 
•* advances^ in life, into a hard and cruel tyrant, or 
" into a cold, four, and filent mifanthrope." 

It is, however, perfeftly true, p. 257, " that bis^ 
^* nevolence and ufefulnefs can in no degree be ad« 
** mitted as a compenfation for the want of the 
** fupreme love and fear of God, and that religion 
•• fuffers not any fuch compofition of duties." It is 
eflential to the perfefl happinefs of man, that he 
ihould entertain right fentiments of his Makef, 
and right affe£bions towards him ; without which, 
he will feldom feel motives fafficiently powerful to 
produce the uniform pra£tic6 of the focial and per- 
foual virtues. But whatever virtues may adorn the 
mind, fo long as the love of God is abfent, the cha- 
rafter is deficient in its moft eflential excellence, and 
happinefs muft be proportion ably incomplete. 

What punifbment may await thofc, if any fuch 
there be, who, being perfeft in the duties of bene- 
volence and felf-govcrnment, are deftitute of right 
afFeftions to the Supreme Being, it is diflicult to 
afcertain* Mr. W. himfclf exprefles his fentiments 
upon this fubjeft with more than ufual caution, 
p. 272, **if the word of God be not a fable, they 
** cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven." One 
thing is certain. Before fuch perfons can be finally 
happy, they muft undergo that difcipline, whatever 
it be^ which may be neceflary to generate fupreme 

love^ 
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l<fve to God, and entire devotedneis to his wilL 
At any rate, it is the wifdom of all to ufc their ut- 
mofl: endeavours to combine godliiiefs with brotherl^f 
Jdndnefs and charity, that they may not be wanting 
•in any of thofe qualifications which the gofpel re^ 
quires as efiential to ai\ intereft in its bleflings* 

In p. 267, we find fome excellent direSions for 
thofe who '^are confcious that they are naturaHy 
** rough and auftere.*' Amongfl: other things, they 
are advifed '^ to force themfelves to abound in offices 
w of courtefy and kiiidnefs." This is the true way 
/of producing the habit of benevolence ; and they 
who a£l thus from a fenfe of duty to God are a£ling 
-a wife and virtuous part, and with, fteady perfever- 
ance they (hall eventually fucceed. Mr. W, furcly 
mud have forgotten himfelf, when, p. 263, he re- 
prefents certain actions which flow, as he exprefTes 
it, *' from a cold fenfe of duty," as "robbed of their 
** vital fpirit, and thereby fo debafed and degraded 
** in our eftimation, as to become not barely lifelefs 
/• and uninterefting, but even diflafteful and loath- 
•" fome." Before moral arfFe6lions arc generated in 
the mind, the fenfe of duty is the only efficacious 
ftimulus to thofe actions which will in the end pro- 
duce the moral habit. It ' muft be allowed, that 
.actions fo circumflanced indicate imperfcftion in 
the agent, and are not fo intrinfically excellent as 
when they proceed from a fixed principle of difin- 

terefted 
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tcreftcd Tirtuc. But furely it is going much too far 
to affirm that aflions " flowing from a fcnfe of duty 
■•* are degraded, diftafteful, and loathfome." 

The language is certainly incorrefl, and the au« 
thor cannot mean what his words feem to exprefs. 

I am. Madam, &c» 



LETTER XIV. 



Obfervatiofis upon what Mr. W. calls other grand di^ 
feels in the praBical fyjletn of nominal chriftians. 

Madam, 

In his fuccceding fc£lion, p. 285, Mr. Wilbcrforct 
animadverts upon '* fome other grand defe£l8 in the 
** praAical fyftem of the bulk of nominal chriftians.'* 
Thofe which he here fpecifies arc " the inadequate 
'^ ideas which they entertain of the guilt and evil of 
•* fin," "their inadequate fear of God," "their 
** inadequate fenfe of the difficulty of getting to 
** heaven,'* " their allowed defeftivenefs in the love 
" of God," and likewife " in what regards the lovt 
" of their fellow creatures.'* 

This- fe£lion contains many excellent obferva* 
tions, that merit the ferious attention of all (incere 
profcffi>rs of religion. The llandard of chriftian 
morals is indeed fet fo high that few can hope to 

reach 
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reach it; but I do not know that it ought on that 
account to be difapproved. When we confider what 
reafon, and revelation both, require as efTential to 
j)erfeftion> and confequently to happinefs, and com- 
pare the ftandard with the a£luaUy exifting huma^a 
chara£^er, it may jufUy excite alarming apprehen- 
fions in the minds even of- the mod virtuous men. 
The moft enlarged charity can hardly expeft the 
immediate falvation of the great niafs of mankind^ 
and men whofe charadlers approach the neareft to 
perfef^ion, can feldom attain more than a cheerful 
preponderant hope, not unalloyed with fome anxious 
fear: and perhaps this may be the beft and mod 
ufeful ftate of mind, to frail and erring creatures, in 
a courfe of probation. In this ftate of things, no-* 
thing affords greater relief than the hope which phi^ 
iofophy, enlightened by revelation, affords, of an 
ultimate purification and renovation of all things. 
The doflrine of the future annihilation of the great 
'majority of mankind, and much more of their eternal 
torment, is fuch a§ muft overcaft a benevolent and 
feeling mind with deep and habitual gloom. 
' To prove that ** the bulk of nominal chrif- 
*• tia'ns have a moft inadequate idea of the guilt 
« and evil of fin," it is alleged, p. 286, that " the 
<* guilt of aftions is eftimated not by the proportion 
** in which according to fcripture they are offenfive 
'** to God J but by that in which they are injurious 
f* to focicty.'* Men in a fecial ftate naturally anim- 
advert 
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/advert with the grcateft feverity upon thdfc vices 
which ate mbft immediately injurious to them, and 
which tend to the difTolution of fociety itfelf. 
Hence they acquire a habit, I will not fay, of oves- 
rating the focial virtues, but rather of under-rating 
.the reft. It is indeed too obvious, that piety and 
felf-government, in other words the divine and pei*- 
.ibnal virtues, are of little value in the eftimation of 
many who call themfelves chriftians» 

It is properly remarked, p. 2901 that ** the flight 

;" notions which many entertain of the evil of fin, 

'** difcover an utter want of all fuitable reverence for 

!•* ihe Divine Majefty/' The fear of God is indeed 

** juftly termed in fcripture the beginning of wiC- 

-**'dom.*' It is produced by the ferious contempla-^ 

'tion of the infinitude of the divine power^ wifdom, 

'and greatnefs; by the confideration of the evih 

:WJiich are permitted under the divine govierhment \ 

;bythe experience of fufierings; by the denunciib* 

tions of fcripture ; and the confcioufnefs of guilt. ' 

", This .principle alone would overwhelm ^e mind, 

land produce continual deje£Bon, if it were not 

blended and tempered with cheerful confidence lA 

the infinite goodnefs of God, which foftens it down 

to that reverential awe of the divine majefty, which 

is the greateft reftraint upon all vicious practices 

and afFe£tions. 

. ^Ir. W. p. 290, reprefenting the fear of God as a 
principle iti which •* nominal chriftians are greatly 

7 " deficient 
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^ dcficictft/' as a -proof of it mentions •* their flight 
:<^ notions of the guilt and evil of fin ;" and whence he 
.'takes occaiion to fpeak of the juftice of the punifh- 
ment denounced againft fin as ^'rebellion againft 
** the fovereignty of God," and obferves, that 
*' iR^prlds upon worlds furround us, all probably full 
•* of intelligent rreatures, to whom, now or here- * 
.*< after, we n&ay be a fpe£tacle, and afford an exam- 
*' pie of the divine procedure." But this is a confi- 
Oration wholly imaginary, and therefore unworthy 
of notice in a difcufiion of fuch higli importance. 
It 16 enough that God has declared, and that iht 
ireafoa of the Itbii^ demonftrates, that the wicked 
AiM, fiifer adequate punifliment. 

As little oc<:'afion is there for the fucceeding arv- 
,gument, from which we are told, p. 29a, '* that the 
** awful denunciadofts of the futu^re punifimient (Si 
<* fin derive additional weight " vi4i. that th^ ^ are 
^ veprefented ais refutting- from cei^tain connexions 
'< and relations) whidi render them fuitable and 
^ becoming." This is explained by remarking that 
^^ the righteous belong to the kingdom of Grod,aMl 
'^ the wicked to the kingdom of Satait; dtey are hiis 
'* children, his fenrants ; they do his works, and at 
** length (hall partake his portion, when the merci- 
** ful Saviour ihall be changed into an avenging 
** Judge, and (hall pronounce that dreadful fentence^ 
** Depart fr^m me, ye curfed, into everlafting fire 
^' prepared for the -Devil and his angels.** 

The 
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The Devil) or Satan, not being a real but an alle». 
goricftl: or onytholbgical perfon^.tlie punifhment of 
the wicked cannot, in (lri£t propriety,, be owing to. 
the relation in which they ftand to. him \. but they 
fafier juftly in confequence of thofe vices, by which 
they ar« figuratively claffed amongib the (ubje6b of ' 
that allegorical- being, who is reprefented as Sharing 
with the Dtity in the government of the worlc^ and ' 
whofc empire, comprehends^the unbelieving and the 
vicious portion of the human race* 

Mr. W, in difcourfing, p. 2T4, upOn ^ the ihadc- 
^^quate conception of the difficulty of becoming 
*• true chriftians/*' remarks, that " the general no- 
** tion appears to be, that we* are hern chri(Hans» 
*^ We do not Acrefore look out for pofitive evi*» 
*< dence of our really being- of that number } but^ 
*^ putting the onus prohandi on the wrong- fide, we 
••^ conceive ourfelves fuch of couffi^ except our title 
*^be difproved by po&ti^ cvictence to the con« - 
"tratyJ* 

That we are bom chriftians, is a pofition- as erro^ ' 
neous as that w« are born finners. But it may be 
truly afiirmed o£ pcrfons who have been educated 
in chriftian principles and virtuous habits, that 
^^ they are' chriftians of covrfe till their title be dif- 
" proved by pdfitiveevidfence to the contrary i** that ■ 
is| till they have contra£led habits of vice, from - 
which many have-i^l their lifetime been preferved, " 
who have had the happinefs of being placed in cir« ' 

cumdance^ 
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oumfianccs favourable to moral improvement, and 
in which they have not been expofed to temptations 
beyond their ftrength. 

It is obferved, p. 298, that ** in the language of 
** fcripture chriftianity is not a geographical but a 
" moral term. It is the pofleflion of a peculiar na* 
** ttire, with the qualities and properties which be- 
** long to it. It is a ftate into which we. are not 
** icrny but into which we muft be tranjlated; a na- 
** ture which we do not inherit^ but into which we 
** are to be created anew." 

The Creator is here reprefented, as ufual, as hav- • 
lag placed his human offspring in circumftances the 
mod deplorablci from which they cannot efcape but 
by a new creation, and the attainment of a new na* 
ture. For this, it is added, ^ we muft be indebted * 
** to the undeferved grace of God, which is pro- 
** mifed to our ufe of the appointed means." But 
of what avail is this promife, fince we are naturally 
unable to make ufe of the means prefcribed ? And 
where is the grace, dr even the juftite, of firft pla- 
cing men in a ftate in which they are utterly inca* 
pable of every virtuous, exertion, and then requiring 
fuch exertions, and prpmifing afliftanCe to them ? It '- 
is amazing that a perfon of Mr. Wo's underftanding 
can be fatisiied with fuqh grofs mifreprefentations of ' 
the Divine charafier, which cannot but excite the * 
grief and indignation of every well-informed and 
wcll-difpofed mind. 

Nor ' 
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Nor can it by any means be admitted that " chrif- 
** tianity is the pofleffion of a peculiar nature, with " 
" the qualities and properties which belong to it/* 
True chriftianity is no fuch thing. It is a fyftem of 
habits and affetiibns, generated by a correfpondent 
mental difcipline. And thofe myftical reprefcnta* 
tions of religion, which lead men to expe£t a fuper- 
natural change of the principles and affedions^ as 
they are inconfiftent with true philofophy, and un- 
founded in genuine chriftianity, fo they are alfo un« 
favourable to good morals, as they encourage enthu* 
fiafm, and lead men to judge of their (late from 
certain inexplicable feelings, and rapturous emo« 
tfons, rather than from habit and charafter, which 
tends to puff up with vanity men of little know- 
ledge and warm pailions, while it difcourages the 
truly virtuous, humble, and fincere. 

We are toid, p. 303, ** that the bulk of nominal 
*' chriftians are deCeftive in the love of God." Rca* 
fon and philofophy do indeed teach us to think of 
God with complacency and gratitude. And why ? 
Becaufe he is the moft amiable of all beings, conti- ' 
mially doing us good, and intending our ultimate 
happinefs, and that of all rational creatures. The 
fcrfpturcs alfo require us to love God with all our * 
und«rftandings, and with all our hearts, for ** God 
** is Love." Mr. W. juftly reprcfents love to God, : 
as ^* a great conftituent in a true chriftian charac- * 
•* ter," and cxprcffes ftrong difapprobation of the ; 

« duU 
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'< dull artificial hcartlefs gratitude " of nominal 
chridians* But what is the God of Mr. W.'s fyf- 
tern ? A Being who firft forms his creatures with a 
nature radically depraved, and then condemns the 
majority of them to eternal mifery, for being what 
he himfelf made them. . Can it be furprifing that 
fuch a God as this is not the objedi of love ? 

It is juftly obferved, p. 306, that ^^ the generous 
*< principle of love fcorns the refuge of cafuiftry^ 
'^ and that the leaft hint, the flighteft furmife, is 
^' fuiEcient to make it ftart from what is offenfive» 
*' and fly with eagernefs to what is gratifying, to the 
** obje£t of affeftion." But it is likewife true, that 
a rational love to God greatly tends to clear the 
mind from vain and fuperftitious fcruples. ** Per- 
" fe£l love cafteth out fear." 

An obje£lion is here: introduced by our author 
againft the "lawfulness of theatrical amufements," 
from their inconfiftency with the love of Godj and 
another,, p 317, from their repugnance to general 
benevolence ; " the fituation of the performers, par- 
^'.ticularly of thofe of the female fex, being rcmark- 
<^ ably unfavourable to the maintenance and growth 
<^ of the religious and moral principle, and of courfe 
^'highly dangerous to their eternal interefts.". 

I am far from thinking that the ftage, in its pre- 
fent ftatc, is a perfeA " fchool of morals," and am 
ne advocate for a frequent, promifcuous attendance 
upon theatrical amufements. But the abufe of any 

thing 
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thing is no objedion againft the prudent and iiio* 
derate ufe of it. Theatrical amufements are not in 
themfehes unlawful, nor are all dramatic compo« 
iitions of an immoral tendency. No amufement is 
more innocent, or more rational, than that of % 
well-regulated theatre. Nor have fuch entertain- 
ments been univerCally objected to, or declined, by 
perfons of the greateft refpeflability of charadler, 
who would be as far from encouraging any thing 
really injurious, er immoral, as thofe who make the 
- greateft profeffions of piety. 

Chriftianity regulates principles and habitS) and 
leaves particular pra£lices to the difcretion of the 
individual* ^^ To him who efteemeth any thing to 
*'be unclean, to him it is unclean*,** For thofe 
.who think theatrical amufements to be univerfally 
unlawful, it is bed to abilain from them altogether. 
But let them not be unreafonably fevere in their 
cenfures of others who have no fcruples of this n»« 
ture, and whofe ch^radJiors are in no moral vicv 
unworthy of their chriftian profeiRon. 

The objeflion which is urged from the moral 
eflc£t of their fituation upon tlie performers them- 
felves, is indeed very plaufible. But the argument 
proves too much. If nothing is to be done which 
is either diredUy or indire£lly a means of tempting 

others to vice, few ad^ions would be innocent* It it 

^ • 

• Rom. xiv. 14. 

G it prin- 
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a principle which, in its utmoft extent, would prore 
. the unlawfulnefs of manufa£lures and commerce, 
which, in many cafes that it would be eafy to fpe- 
cify, are by no means favourable to the morals of 
the parties concerned in carrying them on. Upon 
the whole, therefore, the fpecial circumftances of 
each cafe mud determine the propriety qf the ac- 
tion ; but there is no good reafon for condemning 
theatrical amufements, as univerfally inconCftent 
y^ with the chriftian charadler. 

I cannot conclude this letter without expreifing 
iny entire approbation of thofe " true marks of 
** benevolence " which Mr. W. has introduced 
p. 312/&C. He here fpeaks the language of the 
ifioft exalted chriilian philanthropy, and eloquently 
defc^bes that fublime generoGty to which it is. 
agreed by all chriilians, Eow widely foever they 
may differ in doflrinal points, that the chriftian 
'religion is intended, and by its interefting difco- 
veries calculated, to form the minds of its pro- 
feflbrs. It is pleafmg to obferve, that fincere chrif- 
tians of all denominations agree in the moral pur- 
pofe and tendency of their holy religion : and this 
.ConCderatioh (hould foften that afperity and ran- 
cour, with which^ through the infirmity of human 
iitturey diCf are too much difpofed to regard and 
10 treat each other, for differences of opinion 
concerning ttie moft efficacious means of attain- 
ing 
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ing the end to which tliey unanimouily profefi to 

afpire. 

I am, 

Madam, &c. 



LETTER XV. 

The little praElical value of what are called " the 
^* peculiar doBrines of chrifliamty.^^ 

In the five preceding fedions I have had the plea- 
fure of accompanying Mr. Wilbcrforce through the 
greater part of his route, with here and there an 
occafional deviation. I am forry that in the fedion 
which is the fubjcft of this epiflle, and in which he 
treats of what he calls. ^* the grand radical defeft of 
" nominal chriftians,** namely, their negleft of, 
what he pronounces to be, ** the peculiar do£^rines 
*^ of chriftianity," I am obliged to abandon him 
altogether. But truth calls, and her authority is 
paramount. 

Remembering the time when I was myfelf a 
fincere believer in the ftrange and unfcriptural doc- 
trines, fo eloquently recommended in this fe£tion, I 
ought to feel candour and fympathy for thofe who 
are fiill under the fame delufion, and who now 
think and feel as I then thought and felt. But I 

G % ackpiow« 
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acknowledge, that, according to my prefcnt views, 
it appears wonderful that prejudice (hould fo far 
miflead the underftanding, as to induce a man of 
fenfe and, integrity to fet down as cflential dodrines 
of chriftianity, tenets plainly repugnant both to its 
letter and fpirit, and to adopt a drain of language 
and fcntiments ^hich more than borders upon im- 
piety and idolatry, and which I cannot witnefs with- 
/)ut a fenfation of horror. 

I muft alfo obferve, that as the God of this fyf- 
tem is a Beiiig of fuch ftcrn feverity, and indeed 
malignity, it is natural for thofc who receive it, 
villingly to imagine the exiftence of a fecond per- 
foft^ who, being invefted with all the amiable attri- 
butes of Deity, and having alfo voluntarily fubmitted 
in an incarnate form to bear the wrath of God for 
the benefit of believers, becomes regally theobje^ of 
religious complacency, gratitude, and confidence, 
and occupies that place in the mind which properlf 
belongs to the one living and true God. And thefe 
jaffefiions to an unreal phantom^ being by medita« 
tion and^xereife wrought up to a high tone, pro* 
duce many of thofe beneficial moral effeAs which 
would refult from right views of, and affeflions to, 
the Supreme Being himfelf. Nevertheleft, thefe 
moral fentiments being founded on fancy, are at 
various and capricioua as fancy herfelf, and fall, far 
below that dignified and manly piety which is the 
natnral refult of proper attention to jufl and ratimial 

principles. 
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principles, and which is a permanent and aAir^ 
flinnulus to untverfal virtue. In no human charac- 
ter did.rational devotion ever appear in a more con* 
fpicuous lights than in that of the holy and hunibl^, 
Jefus, who woulcl doubtlefs have rejedted with ab« 
horrence thofe divine honours which his millaken 
followers in later ages hav^ alcribed to him, had 
they been addreffed to hinnT previous to his departure 
from this world. 

In this fcf^ion, Mr. W. firft complains of the 
forgetfulnefs of, what be calls, the " peculiar doc- 
'' trines of chriftianity :' to this, he tells us, ** it is 
*^ owing that fome men fatisfy themfelves with 
'' partial reform," p. 320. and^ <' others are tempted 
f-^ tp 4efpair^" p. 322^ He theii dcfcnbes the ^iiJf- 
^^'viee of modern religionifts to fuch as are defiroal 
^ of re pentiiig," p. 324. and immediately after* 
wards, p. 325,>the advice which'* he fays that *< the 
^^ holy fcriptures and the church of England give ti> 
*> the fame perfonsl" He then ftates " the diiliric^ 
** tion, between the true chriftian and all other rclfc- 
*' gionifts, concerning the nature of holinefs ind 
" the way in which it is to be obtained," p. 32^. 
He reprefents " attention to thefe doftrines as the 
** proper means of growing in grace," p. 328. and 
recommends ^* looking to Jefus, as that which bed 
** teaches the importance of chriftianity,*' p. 331. 
" whicli enforces the duty of dcvotednefs to God/' 
p. 332. " together with the guilt 'of fin, and dread 

G 3 " o£ 
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" of puniflimcnt," ib. " which bcft promotes love 
" to Gpd," p. 334.— "to Chrift," p. 335.—" and 
" to our fellow-creatures," p. 336.—^* whi^h pro- 
" duces humility," p. 337. — " moderation in earth- 
•' ly purfuit's, and cheerfulnefs in fuffering," p. 339. 
— " courage and confidence, in dangers, and hea- 
" vcnly-mindedncfs," p. 342; and he concludes the 
feClion with obfervijig, p: 346, " that the place held 
•* by the (fuppofed) peculiar doftrines of chrifti- 
^ anity conftitutes the grand diftinflion between 
^ nominal and real chriilians. 

" The grand radical defeft in the praftical fyftem 

•* of nominal chriftians" is faid, p. 320, to be " the 
^{ forgetfulnefs of all the peculiar 4p£lrines of the 
^ religion they profefs, viz. the corruption of human 
** nature, the atonement of the Saviour, and the 
** fan£lifying influence of the holy fpirit ;'' none of 
which do£lrine8 are true in fa£l, nor derive the leaft 
countenance from the chriftian fcriptures. Happy 
had it been if they had never been invented, and 
,tibrice happy when they fiiall be totally forgotten.' 

<^ That men who in ficknefs form good refolu- 
•* tions do, when they recover, fometimes relapfe 
*' into their old habits of Gn," and fometimes "take 
f^ up with a partial and fcanty amendment," is im- 
puted, p. 321, ^^ to a prevailing ignorance of the 
*^ real nature of chridianity, and forgetfulnefs of its 
** grand peculiarities *," meaning thereby the un- 
fcriptural notions itated above. This fophifm is 

called 
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called by logicians the " aflSgnation of a falfe caufc." 
The faft is but too true, that many who make good 
refolutions upon a dck bed forget them with return- 
ing health* And this is owijig, in part, to the re- 
turn of the ufual flate of the brain, and with it the 
ufual ftate of mind previous to ficknefs > fo that the 
will to reform U wanting, and the virtuous dif por- 
tion produced by ficknefs vaniQies like a dream. 
Alfo, where inclination remains, and the judgment 
continues to be convinced of the neceffiry of re- 
formation,, refolution often, fails. An undue confi- 
dence is frequently placed in a. fuppofed freedom, of 
the will, which encourages a perfon to venture into 
circumflances of temptation, and makes him ncgli^ 
gent of that mental difcipline, by the perfevering 
ufe o£ which alone inveterate habits of vice can be 
eradicated, and virtuous affedions fubftituted in 
their place. 

Mr. W. p. 324, ftates what he calls. " the advice 
^ of modern religionifts to fuch as ajre defirous o£ 
" repenting," viz. " Be forry for your finsj difcon* 
^ tinue the pradice of them \ do your utmoft \ dlf<« 
*^ charge with fidelity the duties of your ftations \ 
read fuch bopks as will inftrud): you in the princi-* 
pies of a chriftian life," and the like. And truly 
the advice of thefe '* modern religionifts" appears to 
be very falutary, and no reafonable objection could 
have been made to it, had it not been interlarded 
\siali the unfcriptural fictions of the *^ merits of 
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*' Chrift,*^ ant! the fupcrnatural " affifiance of the 
« Holy Spirit.'' 

Should any perfon in the circumftances fuppofed, 
oppreffed by the tyranny of evil habits, and fincerely 
defirous of radical reformation^ or, in other words, 
of becoming a real chriftian, apply for advice to a 
judicious and welUinFormed inftru£lor, fuch an ad« 
vifer would perhaps fay to the foHcitous inquirer: It 
is needlefs to pay regard to thofe unfcriptural .doc- 
trines which many fo highly extol ; fuch as original^ 
ftrty incarnation^ atonefnent^ plenaYj fatisfafliony merits 
rf Cbri/f^ and the like i they may perplex your un- 
derftanding, and divert your attention from ufeful 
truth,' but they can do no^'good. The age of mira- 
cles is paft. Expedl no fupernatural impreflions 
upon your mind, and do not fancy that moral and 
religious principles and habits are to ^ acquired in 
a different way from other habits of mind. Do not 
ftrain fcripture metaphors to fenfes which their au- 
tJiors never intended; and imagine not that any 
rtyftery is contained in thofe ftrong expreffions, by 
wWch th6 apottles meant nothing more than to de- 
fcribe the great change which paffed upon an idola- 
trous heathen, or a pharifaic jew, when he became a 
fincere chriftian. Difcard myfticifm, and do not 
fuppofe that religion is a Itate of mind which keeps 
the paffions in conftant agitation and efFervcfcence. 
Thepraflice of virtue depends infinitdy more upon 
(ettlcd principles than upon warm and tranfient 

feelings. 
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feelings. Confult the fcriptures. " Do juftice, love 
" mercy, walk humbly with God ; ceafe to do evil ; 
^' learn to do well ; though your fins are as fcarlet, 
** they (hall be whiter than fnow 5 though red like 
** crimfon, they (hall be as wool i Fe^i; God,' and 
"^keep his commandments : Repent, and be con- 
** verted, that your fins may be blotted out : Love 
** God with all your underftanding, and with all 
*' your heart, and your neighbour as yourfelf/* 
What can be more intelligible, or more rational, 
than fuch dire£tions as thefe ? 

To excite you to an habitual, practical regard to 
them, fix in your mind juft and honourable fenti- 
ments of God, as the greateft, wifed and bed of 
Beings, who cannot afl: unjuftly by any of his crea- 
tures % wbofe fixed purpofe it is to make them 
happy; and who permits the exiftence of no evil, 
natural or moral, but what is neceflary to accom* 
plifli this end. Remember, that the very definition 
of virtue is, a courfe of conduQ leading to the 
greateft ultimate happinefs ; — of vice, that which 
leads to mifery. Tou are deficient in virtuous ha- 
bits, you wifh to fomi them \ you have contrafted 
vicious aflfeftions, you wifh to exterminafe them. 

Men are the creatures of circumftances : and 
habhs grow^ or fade, by the influence of conefpond- 
ing impreflions, with the fame regularity, and cer- 
tainty, with which the fruits of the earth are pro! 
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ducedi and matured, by the genial influence of the 
fun and of the fructifying (howers» or blightecl by 
the lightning and the miMew. Ton know the civcum» 
ftances in which. your vicious habits were originally 
contradcd, and by which they have been confirmed v 
Avoid thefe circumftances, and give the mind a con* 
trary bias. You know what imprefiions will pro- 
duce ju{tlce,L benevolence, piety, devotion, and all 
other moral virtues. Expofe your mind repeatedly, 
and perfeveringly, to the influence of thefe impref« 
fions, j?nd the afFedions themfclves will gradually 
rifcjL and infenfibly improve, till they grow to their 
proper perfedlion,, and your virtue becomes fixed 
and difinterefted. All that is required is judgment, 
refolution, time, and perfeverance j and in every 
ftage of your progrefs you will thankfully afcribc all 
your improvements, your hopes^ and your confolai- 
tions, to God, to whofc appointment, and continued 
agiency, all caufes owe their eflicaey. 

By fuch advice as this, a judicious inftruAor 
would neither expe£): nor defire to produce one of 
thofe ecflatic chriftians, who are fbmetimes mounted 
•* on the top of Pifjgah,'' exulting in thq profpe£l of 
the promifed land> and at other tinges fighing and 
weeping In the *^ vale of humiliation,'' and tor- 
menting themfelyes with doubts and imaginary tert- 
rors } fbmetimes full of rapturous aflfeftion to their 
^ Bdm^^ md^their fouls canied out <' like the 
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^ chariots of Amminadib*,** and at other timei 
mourning under " the hidings of his face," and cry- 
ing out, " Why (lay his chariot wheels?** In othei» 
words, who are amufing, or alarming, themfelves 
with vain phantoms of the imagination, inftead o£ 
engaging with alacrity in the duties of life. But, by 
properly attending to the advice propofed, they 
would become virtuous, amiable, and ufeful charac<» 
ters; refpe£ied by the wife and good j enjoying peace 
in their own minds ; repofing a cheerful confidence 
in God ; and looking forward with hope to a blefled 
immortality: their lives would be honourable and 
exemplary \ their death tranquil \ and their reward 
glorious. 

In contradi£iion to all t^iis, Mn W.'s iulvice to 
fuch -perfons, p. 325, concurring, as he fays, with 
the church of England j is, ^< to lay afreih the whole. 
*' foundation of their religion, to proftrate them- 
*' felves before the crofs of Chrift with humble per 
** nitenceand deep felf-abhorrence,. folemnly re- 
'' folving to forfake all their fins, but relying on 
**thegracc of. God alone for power to keep their' 
'* refolution. Thus, and thus only, $£e afiures them 
'< that all their crimes will be blotted out, and that 
*' they will receive from above a new living princ}- 
** pie of holinefs/* Then follow a feries of texts 

* No chariots of Amminadib 
The heavenly rapturet can defcribet Watti: 
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inrtiicli he tells us that ** She produces from the word 
" bf God as the ground and warrant of her coun* 
^* fcl." Biit if She produces no better evidence of 
her other dof^rines than of thefe, it is much to be 
feared that She will be- found very deficient when 
weighed in the balances of reafon and truth. Not , 
a word do any of thefe texts contaiti, of *^ pfoftra- 
** tion at the foot of the crofs," not a word of " dc- 
** pendence upon the ii?fluences of the fpirit," not a 
word of *' receiving a new living principle of holi- 
«« ncfs/' . 

The firft is, Afts xvi. 31. "Believe. in the Lord 
•* Jefus Chrift, and thou (halt be faved :** where the 
apoftle exhorts the tetrified jailor to receive the 
chriftian religion^ as the only means of faving him 
from the bondage of idolatry and vice, and all its 
sniferable confequences. In the fucceeding texts^ 
quoted from John xv. our Lord, under the emblem 
of '*a vine and its branches," reprefents.a ftedfaft 
adherence to chriftian principles as eflential to the 
perfeAion of chriftian morals. 

The laft paflage is i^ken from the epiftle to the 
Ephefians, or rather the Laodiceans*,ch. ii. 8. And 
the true meaning is, vvhat no one who is critically 
acquainted with St. Paul's langus^ can mift^dce^ 

* See Dr. Paley*s Horse Paulinx, an admirable work, which 
exhibits a moft fatts£a£^ory defence of the genuincatfs of St. 
Paul's epiftles, in a ma&cxly arrangement of prefmopdve and 
circumi^tild evidence. 
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that God had gracioufly imparted the gofpel to 
them^ without any antecedent merits of their own \ 
that having been converted from heathen idolatry 
to the knowledge and worfliip of the true God, thejf 
were in » manner introduced into a new world j 
and that the defign of this extraordinary change was 
to malce them virtuous and happy. " By grace are 
** ye faved,*' from idolatry and vice ; " through 
** faith," that is, by embracing thechriftian religion*: 
" and that not of yourfelves, it is the gift of God.'* 
You did not originally feek for the bleflings of the 
gofpel; but God communicated them to you un- 
«fked, and when you were unconcerned about them^ 
and undefcrving of them^ 

"Not of works, left any man (hould boaft.** 
There was not a heathen in the world who could 
claim the privileges of the gofpd as the meritej^ 
reward of his virtues. ** For w^ are his workmari- 
** fliip:" God, having freely given thefc privileges, is 
to be regarded as the proper .caufe of the happSy 
e'fl^^s produced by them. He is the author of this 
ftupehdous change, which may be conGdered ars an 
introdu&ion into a new ftatc of being : " We arc 
" created in Chrift Jefus to good works." The 
eSeA.of heathen principles was vice and profligacy; 
but the tendency of the chritlian dodrine is to uni- 
verfal virtue. 

Mr. W. p. ^327, inaccurately reprefents " the 
^^ grand diftin^ion between the true chriftian and 
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•* other religionifts to fubfift concerning the nature 
*^ of holinefsy and the way in which it is to be ob- 
^^ tained- The nature of holinefsi*' he tells us, 5' is 
*^ no other than the refloratioa of the image of 
** God." And I believe that all religiomfis (as he is 
pleafed to denominate thofe who differ from him^ 
in contradiftindiion to tvtu chrtftiansy that is, to the 
abettors of his own opinions), will agree, that virtue 
confifts In conformity to the moral attributes of 
God. But there is an effential difference of opinion 
between them, with refpe£^ to the manner of ac- 
quiring it Mr. W/s true chriftian, ^^ difclaiming 
*^ with indignation ev.ery idea of attaining it by his 
^ own ftrength, all his hopes of pofleffing it reft aL- 
^ together in the divine aflurances of the operation 
" of the holy Ipirit ;," while my. ** religiomft^*\ ex^ 
peding moral, habits tabe acqiured precifely in the 
lame way in which other habits are attained, makes 
vie of fimilar means-: and when- the end.is accom«- 
pliOied, he will aicribe it to the Supreme Being, in 
the fame fenfe in wluch all other, good things are to 
be referred to him, who is the Caufe of all caufes, 
and whofe energy gives efficacy to- every interme- 
diate agency. 

Mr. W.'s true chriftian farther ** know^," p; 32a, 
what I hope that my ^* religionift." will ever remain 
ignorant of, viz. that << this holinefs is not to precede 
** reconciliation to God^.and htit^ caufe ^ but to 
^follow it, and be its effe^/\ihzt is,, in other 
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wordsi that s vicioin man may be in a ftate of re* 
conctiiatKMi wkk God : than which nothing can be 
more repugnant lo* tnitli» and to the whole tenor of 
chriftianicy* Mv. W. has- indeed a faying claufe^ 
namely^ that ^^ by faith in Chrift only he is juftifiedl 
^ in the fight of God^'^ infosmtng us in a notc» 
<^that fauth when genuine includes repentance.*^ 
Now, according to this ftate of the queflion, either 
a man may •* repent ^-without being " holy,** or he 
may be ^juftified in the fight of God" withoat 
^ beings in a ftate of reconciliation with him,'' 
Mr. W/s ^^true chriftian'' may» perhaps^ be abte 
to folve this difiiculty, which, I feari would puzzle 
the more obtufe inteHe£i of ray fimple '^ religioniit.'* 
And this is the more unfortonatCi as we are afiured; 
p. 329>. that ^^ thefe gigantic truths retained in view 
<< would put to (hame this littlenefs of their dwarfiih 
*' morality.?' 

Mr. W. further obfenres, p. 328, that the ehrif- 
tian finds, in the confideration " of the pecniiav 
** do£lrines of the gofpel, and in the contemplation 
^ of the life,, charafter, and fttfi«fHngs of our blefled 
^ Saviour, the elements of all pradlical wifdom.** 
To diis obfervation I give my cordial aflent, pro* 
videdthat no do&ines are admitted as the peculiar 
dodrines of the gQfpel^ but what the gofpel coo* 
tains* 

The remainder of this feftion, from p. 33*, i$ 
taken up in ftiewkig that looking unto Jcfus^ by which 
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the pious writer means an habitual regard to the 
doArine and example of Chrift^ b ^ the beft means 
^ of producing and fupporting'the chriftian virtues'* 
which he there fpecifies* I entirely concur with 
Ham in thinking, that juft views of, and ferious re- 
fieAions up<>n, the charaAer and doArine of our 
^reat Mafter have the ihoft beneficial moral tendency. 
'. But erroneous views tend to produce erroneous 
afieClious, and an erroneous piiidice ; of which we 
luive various indanc^s in the cafe before us. 
. •* JLiOoking unto Jefus," iays Mr. W. p. 332. 
^ We find difplayed in the mod lively colours the 
.^ guilt of fin, and how -hateful it muft be to the 
* pcrfeft holinefs of God, when we fee that, rather 
^* than fin fliould go unpunifhed, God fpared not 
M his own foUj but was pleafed to bruife him .and 
♦« put him 10 grief.'* . Where does the fcripture tell 
us that Jefus fuffered, that <* fin might not go un- 
<* pnniihed ?" and where does it require us to took 
to the fufFerings of Chrift, to imprefs upon our 
minds a fenfe of the evil of fin ? How unworthy 
the charaAer of the Supreme Being to punifh the 
innocent for the guilty i And how inconfiflent with 
the declarations of the fcriptures» which uniformly 
reprefent the wicked as punifhed for their own fins^ 
and penitents as freely pardoned by Divine mercy» 
without reference to any foreign confideration what- 
ever! 
The fon of God is faid^ p. 333^ ^ to have cem^ 
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^ fentid to take upon him our degraded nature j** 
language nioft:unfcriptural and untrue, and what 
Jefus never affirmed of himfelf, nor his apoftles 
concerning him* 

Mr. W. p. 334,^reprefeht8 "looking to Jefus arf 
<* die bed meads of growing in love to God.'' I 
think fo too, but not in his fi^fe of the phrafei 
The gofpel is God's beft gift.to man. It brings life 
:^nd immortality to light* But that God, having 
firft placed his cre;^ture6 in.a ftatie of helplefs miferj^; 
flipiild fend an innocent perfon to redeem a few by 
fufieriag in their ftcfad, whatever joy it may excite 
in thofe who are« or who fancy themfelves to be; 
the fortunate ob]e£is of this choice, can never ge- 
nerate a rational and bordial love to a Being fo ea^ 
pricious and crueL Happily for us, the chara£le^ 
of the true God is thie reverie of this : all amiable; 
jiift, wife, and good* 

Much ia advanced, p. 337, to (hew the tendency 
of ** looking to Jefus to promote humility." But td 
be ^'imprefied with a fenfe of our natural darknefs^ 
" and helpleflnefs, and mifery, from which it was 
** requifice to ranfoni us at fuch a price," is not 
chriftian humility, but injuftice to our wife and 
good Creator, and an unwarrantable depreciation 
of his works. 

I agree, however, with Mr. W, p. 339, that frort 
the fufferings of Chrifl we may juftly learn not to 
cftimate earthly profperity too highly, and to b6 
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tiriUIng, like our honoured mailer, to make great 
facrifices in the caufe of truth> and for the good of 
others* 

We are told, p. 346, " that the main diftinftion,. 
" between real chriftianity and the fyftem of the 
•' bulk of nominal chriftians» chiefly confifts in the 
** different place which is affigned in the two 
•^ fchemes to the peculiar do£irine$ of thegofpeh 
^ Thefe, in the fcheme of nominal chriftians, if 
^* admitted at al>) appear but like the (lars in the 
•* firmament to the ordinary eye \ but to the real 
^ chriftioK^ on the contrary, thefc peculiar doftrines 
** conditute the centre to which he gravitates, the 
** very fun of his fyftem, the foul of the world, the 
*^ origin of all that is excellent and lovely ! the 
c( fource of light, and life, and motion,, and genial 
^ warmth and plaftic energy •" 

In terms like thefe would a& eloquent catholic 
exprefs himfelf concerning the doArine of tranfub- 
ftantiation, the worfliip of the virgin, and the facri«> 
fice of the ma&, which are tahim effential dodrines 
of the gofpel received by " all rW chriftians.** 
Thus dpes zeal oftea increafe in proportion as the 
doflrines defended recede from the fimplicity of 
truth,, and the purity o£ the gofpeL But notwith- 
(landing thefe confident aiTertions, we, who admit 
the fcriptures only as. our rule, have no hefitatton-. 
in denouncing what are here called *^ the peculiar 
^^ dodlrioes of chriftianity,'' as grofs cOtruptions of 
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the true religion of Jefus. And though we do not, 
after the example of Mr. W. confine the honour- 
able diftinftion of "real chriftians" to thofe only 
who think with us upon thefe fubjc£ts, we regard it, 
as an indifpenfable duty, upon every proper ocCa* 
fion, to avow our determined rejeftion of them, and 
to enter our public, folcmn proteft againft them. 

Mr. W. concludes his fertion with a quotation 
containing the following addrefs to Chrift, here 
tailed, but no where in the fcriptures, ^' the eternal 
Word." 

From Thee is all that foothes the lift; of man, 
His>high endeavour and his gfkd fuccefs. 
His (Irength to fufTer, and his will to ferve. 
But, O thou bounteous Giver of all good, 
Thou art, of all thy gifts, thyfclf thc^ crown. 

Language equally unfcriptural and unbecoming 
occurs p. 34 r I where Jefua 18 addreiTed as ^^ calling 
'* upon U8 to fufFer; as ordaining difappointmenti 
^' poverty, ficknefs, and (hame *, and as compen« 
'^ fating temporal fufFerings by the confolations of 
•* his grace.'* 

This may juftly be called fupplanting the true 
God in the throne of the univerfc, by the introduc- 
tion of an imaginary fubftitute. If Chrifl: is the 
<* centre of all minds," the " giver of all good," and 
the ** difpofcr of all events," that great Being, 
whom the pious and humble Jefus calls ^^ his Father 
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** zed OUT Father, hb God and our God *,*• is a 
mere cypher in the creation. Surely , diis is pal* 
pjbk idolatry. And that any perfons profeiSng 
the chritlian reHgicn, with the fcriptures in their 
hands, fiio*ild receire a do£^ine, and exemplify 2k- 
f lattice, fo diieAly repugnant to the firft principles^ 
of the chrifttan religioo, and to its mod explicit pre^ 
^pts, is a fatt which conid hardly be' credited. If 
Boc verified by daily experience; and is a ndemora^ 
tftle and much to be lamented inftance of the fafct^ 
naiing power of religious prejudice* 

I amt Madam, &c* 



LETTER XVI. 

m 

9 

Excellences of chrifitanUy. InUmaf evidence. 

Madam, 

In the (hort chapter, c. v. which fucceeds that in 
which Mr. Wilberforce treats fo much in detait 
upon what he regards as " the prevailing inadequate 
** conceptions of practical chriClianity,'* he infifta 
upon ** the excellence of chriftianity in certain im-i 
^' portant particulars, and upon the argument which 

* J«hn XX.. 17. 
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^ refults thence in proof of its divine origin/* And 
"he here notices ** the confiftency between the lead-^ 
*} ing dofbrines and pra&ical precepts of chriftianitfy 
1* P* 1S^> amongft each other." Having purfued 
this fttbje£l a little in detail, he mentions it as *< i 
** further excellence of the chriftian religioh» that it 
** fets a higher value upon moral than upon intel* 
^ le£lual attainment ;"^ p. 356. and he condudes 
the chapter with nbticing '^ the ftrong prefumption 
*\ in favour of the divine authority of the chriftian 
^* religion, arifing from the different fpecies of proofs 
** which concur in dftablifhing it.*' 

In the general fe^timents advanced in this chap* 
ter, I am happy to agree Vith the very refpe&able 
author ; and the concluding obfervations in favour 
of the divine original of the chriftian religion, though 
not new, are juft, and placed in a ftrong and ftrik« 
ing light. But, fo far as the obfervations concern* 
ing the mutual harmony and beneficial influence of 
chriftian do&rines and moral precepts are well 
founded, they are by no means peculiar to thofe 
opinions which are ^gnified with the title of <' the. 
** leading doclrines of chriftianity j '* but, on the 
contrary, the beauty and harmony of the chriftian 
fcheme, of doArine and morals, is much more 
clearly apparent, when it is exhibited in its original 
fimpk form, purified from the dregs of human ia* 
veiitions. 

In reference to ^ the pcrfe£k harmopy of the- 
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•* leading d<j£lTmes of chriftianity among each other, 
•* it is alleged, p, 350, to be felf-cvidcnt, that the 
^^ corruption of human nature, that our reconti- 
^ liation to God by the atonement of Chrift, and 
^ that the reftoratipn of our primitive dignity by the 
•* fan£lifying influence of the holy fpirit, are all 
*' parts of one whole united in clofe dependence 
" and mutual congruity." Now, though it may 
be allowed that there is a vifible connexion between 
the doftrine of " natural depravity** and the " fane* 
" tifying influences of the fpirit," there is none be- 
tween that dodlrine and the fuppofed " atonement 
" of Chrift." For, if God made hun»an nature de- 
praved and guilty, what need could there be of fa- 
tlsfadion from another Being, to reconcile him to 
his own work? At any rate, the confiftency of 
thefe do£lrines is nothing more than the confiftency 
of error, one error naturally producing another, till 
in the end genuine chriftianity is almoft loft. Po- 
pery is a confiftent fyftem, but is it therefore true ? 
Tranfubftantiation, merit, purgatory, auricular con- 
feflion, abfolution, indulgences, and prayers for the 
dead, *^ are all parts of one whole, united in clofe 
•* dependence and mutual congruiiy 5 ** but they are 
not, for that reafon, truths of the gofpel; nor have 
the ** peculiar and leading doSrines" of Mr. W. any 
better pretenfions. 

Concerning the mutual confiftency of the evan- 
gelical precepts, it is well bbferved, p. 35a, that 
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*^ for loving-kindnefs and meeknefs a folid founda* 
^ tion is laid in felf-denial) moderation, and humi* 
^< litf */' and p. 356, '^ that chriftianity^ teaching us 
<^ not to prize human eftimation at a very high ratCf 
*^ provides for the practice of loving thofe who 
^< juftly or unjuftly may have wounded our charac* 
" ter." Alfo, p. 356, ** that it is another capital 
^' excellence of chriiUanity, that fiie values moral 
^^ attainments at a much higher rate than intellec- 
^ tual -acquifitions/* We are not, however, to con« 
clu'de^ that great eminence in virtue is to be attained 
by men who are grofsly ignorant. A man may be 
a great fcholar, and a profound philofopher, with* 
out being eminently virtuous ; but no man can rife 
to diilinguifhed moral excellence without a conil* 
derable infight into human nature, and comprehen- 
£ve views of the theory of morals and the principles 
of religion. No miftake is more frequent, nor 
more derogatory from the dignity of morals, than 
that of fuppofing that knowledge is not efiential to 
virtue. It is no doubt true, that many weak, igno* 
rant people are as pious and good as they know 
how to be. But no great, exalted, and eminently 
ufeful charader was ever formed without having its 
foundation laid in a capacious and highly cultivated 
underftanding. 

It is obferved, p. 359, that " the operations of the 
*^ holy fpirit, prompting and aiding our diligent 

" endoa- 
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** endeavours, would infallibly crown our labours 
^* with fuccefs, and make us partakers of a dirine 
•* nature." Jt is unneceflary here to repeat the ob- 
je£tion8> already fo frequently urged, againft the 
ttnphilofophical and unfcriptural ' do£lrine of the 
holy fpirit, and his fapcmatural influences ; but it 
b particularly worthy of remark, with what propri- 
ety Mr. W. ufes the ftrong expreflion of being made 
•'partakers of the divine nature *.** How ado- 
tiifhed would this gentleman be, if any of his read- 
ers could fo far miftake his meaning, as to fuppofe 
that he intended to reprefent finccre chriftians^as 
fubftantially united with the Supreme Being, par- 
taking of the fame attributes, and entitled to th^ 
fame honours ! Such is the error of thofe who be- 
lieve in the deity of Jcfus of Nazareth, to whom 
no epithet equally cxpreffive of trub and proper di- 
vinity is applied in the whole New Tellament. 

I amj Madam, &c« 
* 4 Pet. i. 4. 
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LETTER XVIL 

On the Jlate of religion in thii country^ and its import* 
ance to 44s as a political community^ 

MadaMi 

Mr. Wilberforcc. in his next cliaptcr, p. 364, pro- 
feflfes " to inquire into the ftjttc of chriftianity in 
^^ this country, and its importance to us as a politic 
" cal community." No one can be more fully pcr- 
ftiaded than I am, that prafiical chriftianity is of the 
hi gheft importance to fociety, as it comprehends the 
moft perfcA role of life, andfuggefts the mod effi- 
cacious motives, both to private and public virtue; 
in which view, every true and enlightened friend to 
his country, whether in a private or public capacity,' 
will contribute to the utmoft of his power, by every 
judicious means, to promote k. But here again 
Mr. W. unfortunately confounds his own unfcrip- 
tural fyffiem with the do£lrine of the New Tefta- 
menr, and by this faHaciousteft he forms his j^dg^^ 
nKBt of thcaftuai ftate of religion in this country ; 
tv.id, as might naturally be expe£led, his conclufiona 
are not more accurate than his ftandard« 

Mr. W. is incorrcft when be aflfcrts, p. 364, " the 
** tendency of religion in general to promote the tern* 
'^ poral well-being of poiiiical communities,** This 
a&rtion bo^ds good only of true religion* Falfe reli« 
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giohs, fuch as paganifm and popery, tend to debafc 
the public intelleA, and to deprave the public mo- 
rals. Such religions, indeed, ferve as engines of 
ftate, far better than rational piety, and have there- 
fore, in every age, been cried up by interefted ftatef- 
men and their hireling priefts ; but they can never 
be approved by the judicious friends of virtue and 
mankind. 

Mr. W, having remarked, p. 369, that ** perfecu-' 
^ tion generally tends to quicken the vigour and ex- 
^< tend the prevalence of ^he opinions which (he 
^ would eradicate,'* argues the decline of chriftianity 
in this country, p. 3701 ^* from her having long been 
** embodied in an eftabliihment which is intimately 
^ blended, and is generally and juftly believed to 
^* have a common intereft, with our civil iniUtu- 
** tions, which is liberally endowed, and, not more 
^ favoured in wealth than dignity, has been allowed 
<' to exalt her mitred front in courts and parlia- 
•« mcnts." 

To this representation, as a ftatement of fa£ls, I 
Cdxi'bj no means yield my aflpnt* 

Pure chriftianity is fo far from meeting with pub- 
lic encouragement in this country, that it is at this 
Iiour in a ft^te bordering upon perfecution. And 
they who have courage openly to profefs it, and to 
hear their public (however unaflUming) tellimony 
Qgainft prevailing corruptions, are regarded with 
{uTpiclpn^ branded with opprobrious namesi and un- 

juftly 
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juftl^ expofed to public odium, as enemies to reli- 
gion and to their, country. One venerable man^ 
wliofe name will ever be dear to the friends of truth 
and fcience, whofe purity of charader bids defiance 
to calumny^ and v^hofe fimplicity' of manners indi* 
cates the corredtnefs of his principles and the dignitjf 
of his mind, has, foUly for his ardent zeal for truth9 
and his iearlefs profeflion of genuine chriflianity^ 
been compelled to feek for refuge in the tranfatlantic 
\f^ildernefs, where, among the enlightened fages of 
a rifing empire, he has found that fafety, tranquil- 
lity, and renown, which was denied to his declining 
years by his deluded and ungrateful country. 
Mr. W.'s affertion is neverthelefs true. ** Chrifti- 
•' anity has always thriven under perfecutions."^ 
The number of rational chriftians, who, rejefting all 
human additions to divine revelation, adhere faith- 
fully to the fimplicity of truth, was never fo great as 
at prefent. And it is ftill a progrefTive caufe. May 
it never be impeded in its courfe by the injudicious 
fupport of civil authority ! For I acknowledge, that 
my idea of a civil eftablifliment of the chriftian reli- 
gion is diametrically oppofite to that of Mr. W. 
The fyftem which he calls chriftianity, may indeed, 
be *^ embodied in an eftablifliment which is inti« 
** mately blended, and hath a common intereft, with 
<^ civil inftitutions.** But the kingdom of Chrift « is 
** not of this world," and his doftrine (hall reigii 
triumphant, when ^ human fyftems, with the au- 

H 2 thorities 



14^ A Review ~of Mr. Wilberforce* s TreOttfe, 

.thorities which fupport them, fliall vanifli " like the 
" bafelefs fabric of a viCQn.'* 

The immediate tendency of a civil eftabliflimcnt 
©f religion is to obftruft the progrefe of chriftian 
principles, and (Jf found morals. When a fyftem, 
-whether true or falfe, -is once eilablifiied, and^ the 
profeffioo of it is paid for out of the public purfc, 
all inquiry is at an end. Integrity, and the love of 
truth, yield to indolence, pride, and bitter zeal 
againft thofe who attack, not the dodirines of reli- 
gion, but thofe of the public creed. An eftablifhed 
pricfthoodis, in its very nature, a perfecuting order. 
There lias teen no exception to this rule. Heathen 
and chrillian, jew and maihometan, papift and pro- 
teftant, epifcopalian and prefbyterian, when in 
pQwer, have all breathed the fame fiery, intemperate 
fpirit ; a few enlightened individuals only excepted. 
Men who are engaged to defend an eftablifhed fyftem 
are, from that very circumftance, engaged to dif- 
courage inquiry, and to oppofe truth, unlefs (which 
is not often the cafe) trulh fliould happen to be the 
.eftablifhed do£lrinc, 

"Mr. W. proceeds, p» 371, to exhibit an "Tiypo- 
** thetical delineation" of that ftate of religion which 
might l>e expefted to take place in a country cir- 
cumftanced like our own, -and concludes, p. 376, 
with an appeal to fads as juftifying his gloomy 
apprehenfions. *^ Every where," fays he, ** we 
•* may aQually trace the cffefls of increafing wealth 

« and 
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*' and luxury, in bariifliing one by one the habits^. 
^ and new modelling the phrafeology^ of ftriftcr 
"times; and in diffufing tJiroughoHC the middle 
** ranks thofe relaxed morals and diflipated mariners, 
** which were formerly confined to the higher clafle* 
** of fociety." 

** I pity the man" (to borrow our author's own 
words upon another occafion) ** who can travel from 
** Dan to Beer-Qieba, and cry, It is all barren ;" 
who, when he views the moral condu£^ of his fel* 
low-creatureS) can difcern nothing but depravity of 
nature, and progreflion in vice. It i&>indeed true> 
thatlhe mafs of mankind^ ia the prelentage, pay. 
too little attention to religion; but at what period 
were they more pious, and virtuous, lhar» they how 
are ? I doubt the jufti^e, as well as the wifdom, of 
the eternal declamation, that the ^former timet 
^^ were better than thefe.*^ In the prefent age there 
is indeed an unufual tendency to infidelity s but it 
may juflly be doubted, whether the moral confe^ 
quences of modern fcepticifm be more injuriouQ, 
than the old habit of implicit faith, and its ufual 
accompaniments bigotry and perfecution* Genuine 
chriflianity was, probably, never better underftoc^ 
in this country, nor more generally pra£lifed, than 
at prefent, Ferfons who conceive that religion 
confifts in antiquated phrafeology, in attachment to* 
unfcriptural doArines and creeds, and to fabbatical 
obfervati^ns, or in the number and length of rqli- 
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gious exercifes, will of coiirfe imagine that religion 
, is now much on the decline. But they who place 
the efl'cncc of chriftianity in aftive benerolencc, and 
habitual felf-government, from a regard to God, 
and under the expectation of a future life, may per- 
haps fee reafon to think that there is as jnuch real 
religion miv^ as formerly when there was more pa- 
rade of it. If love to God be ip any degree dimi- 
S)ifhed>it may in part be attributed to the unamiable 
reprefentations which the popular fyftem exhibits of 
the Supreme Being. We cannot take pleafare in 
meditating upon God, nor feel proper regard to^ 

wards hinu till we have learned to conceive of him 
as perfe£^lj wife, benevolent, and juft; and to re- 
gard him as our Father, and our Friend. 

/^mongft other inftances of national degeneracy, 
^r. W, mentions, p. 377, "giving up to vanity and 
^* diffipation the portion of the weelf fet apart to the 
•* fervice of religion i"*and, likewife, ',' availing our- 
. •• felves of the certainty of an interval froip public 
^* b}i(inefs on a day 0/ national humiliation, to fe<« 
•* cure a meeting for convivial purpofes." 

That perfons who are prohibited by law from 
Allowing their ufual occupations on the Sunday, 
and who have no tafte for the ferviees of religion, 
pafs that day in idlenefs and diflipation, highly pre- 
judicial to their morals, is a fa£l too obvious to be 
denied, and which every fincere, friend to viptue and 
religion myift deeply lament. And it is evidently 

owing, 
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owing, entirely, to rfie folly of attempting to enforce 
the fuppofed laws of God by civil fanftions^ Men 
niay be compelled to be idle, but they cannot Be 
cbmpelled to be good. And the natural and necef- 
fary confequence of idlenefs is vice. Without pre-' 
tending to the gift of prophecy, I wBl venture tp 
predi£t, tliat as long as the prefent injudicious lawSr 
enforcing the fabbaticat obfervation of the firft' da/ 
of the week, remain in tlie ftatute-book, the national 
morale will be more corrupted on that day than 
upon all the others taken together. Happily for the 
interefl: of good morals, the legiflature wifely de« 
clined to adopt a propofition^ introduced not long, 
fince by fome well-meaning but ilUadvifed memherar 
of the houfe of commons, for tnlbrcing a ftUL 
ftri£l:er obfervation of the Lord's day. But the 
public morals will never be entirely freed from-aii» 
unfavourable bias fron^ this quarter, tiU the apoftoli* 
cat canon becomes the law of the land^ '' As one 
*f man regards one day above another, and another 
" regards every day alike, let every one be fuUy pet^ 
" fuaded in his own mind, and freely enjoy luo: 
**• own opinion *." 

A religious diftinQion of days having been e3t- 
prefsly abolifhcd by the chriftian law, no human au-^ 
thority hath any juft right to revive it ; much lefe 
is any oiue at liberty to condemn another for devot- 

• Rom. xiv. 5. 
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ing a day to innocent cheerfulnefs, which he choofe^ 
to dedicate to rigorous aufterity. Bat this cenfo- 
rious fpirit IS the natural confequence of fuch vo- 
luntary fervicesi The puerile notion, that occa- 
fibnal abftinence from food is acceptable to God, 
any farther than it may be conducive- to health or 
temperance ; or, that it is more agreeable to the 
Almighty that a man ihould dine upon fi(h rather 
than upon flefh, is inconfiftent with the manly genius 
of chriftiariity, and ^ even with common fenfe. A 
national fad, therefore, is at bed an unauthorized 
snd an infignificant inditution. But if fuch a ce« 
remony is ever appointed by a body of men, who, 
notoTioufly difregarding all appearances of religion 
tibemfelves, make ufe of it as a mere engine of iUte, 
to fubferve their own (inifter purpofes, it behoves 
every one who is really concerned for the honour of 
M^briftianity, to treat fuch an inditution withnegle£V, 
as an affiront to religion and decency*. 

Mr. W/s zeal in the caufe of national deteriora* 
f(on has led him, p. 378, to make the extraordinary 
and unfounded aflertion^ that, ** improving in almod 

* Mr. W% takes ibme pains, in the note p. 37;;, ta exculpate 
his friend Mr. Pitt from the heinous offence of giving a dinner 
Sn the fad day. Our worthy author does not feem to be aware, 
that the world is now too much enlightened to fuppofe that 
ftatefmen arf themfelves ferious in fuch obfervances. The pub* 
lie are fully fenfible that fails are intended for tlie fwiniih mul- 
titude) and hot for cabinet minifiers. 

*• every 
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" every other brai^ch of knowledge, we have ijecome 
** lefs and lefs acquainted with chriftianity." Now, 
religion being a fubjedi fufEciently interefting to at- 
trafl: the attention of the moft intelligent and in* 
quifitive minds, it does not appear in itfelf probablCf 
that religious knowledge would decline when every 
other fcience was in a ftate of progreflTive improve- 
ment. And the fa£l is the reverfe of this ; of which* 
Mr. W. himfelf might have been convinced, had he 
read with fufficient attention the works of Locke, 
Taylor, Peirce, Lardner, Benfon, Jebb^ Wakefield^ 
Evanfon, Lindfey, Prieftley, and many others. He 
would there have found, that, by the induftry and 
iilgenuity of men of learning and integrity, innume- 
rable difhculties have been cleared up, and many in- 
terpolations, omiffions, falfe readings, mi(lranfla«* 
tidns, and erroneous interpretations, which have 
laid a foundation for, or have been appealed to in 
fupport of, various con'upt fydems of dofhine^ 
have been in the moft fatisfa£tory manner correfted^ 
or removed.' The confequence of which is, that to 
thofis who now devote a (erious and critical atten- 
tion to th^ fcripturea, the cbriftian doctrine appears 
plain, (impk, rational,, every way worthy of God« 
and eftablifhed upon a bafis df -evidence, internals 
and external, which no fophiftry can evade, oor 
malijgnity fubvert. It would he inexcufable upon 
diis.he^d, not to notice the great benefit which the. 
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chriftian religion has derived, in the courfe of this 
century, from the labours of learned foreigners, and 
particularly of thofe indefatigable critics who have 
applied their induftry and ingenuity to the forma- 
tion of a correal text of the New Teflament, by 
the collation of a great number of valuable manu- 
icripts, ancient verfions, and quotations by the early 
chriftian writers. Amongft thefe, the laft but not 
the lea ft meritorious is Griefbach, whofe critical 
edition of the New Teflament in Greek is an inva* 
luable treafure to the Biblical ftudent. Nor can I^ 
tipon this occafion, refrain from offering the tribute 
of refpeci and gratitude due to a nobleman, the 
fplendour of whofe rank and talents is only ex- 
ceeded by the eminence of his virtues, and his firm 
but unaffuming attachment to pure and rational 
chriftianity, for the liberal afHftance he has afforded 
to the learned author, to enable him to furniib a 
more correQ: edition of that truly eftimablc work. 
If Mr. W. had employed his time in ftudying the 
fctiptures diligently and Critically, with fuch helpa 
as thefe, inftcad of poring over creeds, articles, and 
homilies, the works of honeft, pious, and ufeful 
riien, who in their day were " burning and (hining 
** lights," but who, juft emerging from the barba- 
rifm of the dark ages, were dqftitute of the many, 
advantages which wc enjoy for attaining fcriptural 
knowledge, he would not have hazarded the extra- 
6 yagant 
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vagant pofition, that, ** improving in almoft crcry 
*^ other branch of knowledge, we have become lefii 
^ and lefs acquainted with chriftianity.** 

It is mentioned, p. 378, as a matter of ferious 
regret, that a difpofition prevails even among ** or- 
*' thodox chriftians thcmfelves, to forget the pecu* 
" liar doflrines by which their religion is charac- 

terized, and to regard chriftianity ais a mere fyftenx 

of ethics;" and the reafon affigned, p. 381, for 
this declenfion is, that the abufe of thefe do£lrines, 
" by the fcclaries of the laft century," led the di- 
vines of the eflablifhed church into a praclical ftraim 
of preaching •, " and their example having been fol- 
•* lowed during the prefent century, thefe peculiar 
** d Brines have at length almoR altogether vaniflied 
** from the view." 

Of this negle£l a more probable reafon may per- 
haps be, that men of underftanding, beginning to 
fufpe£l the truth of the doftrines, and not thinking 
It prudent, or even decent, to preach again ft the te- 
nets of a church of which they were members, dnd 
from which they derived fubfiftence, regarded it as 
the beft and fafefl courfe, to be filent upon thcfe 
topics, and to confine themfelves wholly to pra£iical 
fubje£ls. 

Mr. W. affirms, p. 379^ that <^ chriftianity in its 
^< beft days wag fuch as it is delineated in hie worie.** 
And in proof of this aflertioni he appeale to tbe 
writings of the reformers, and thcif fuccefibrs, and 
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to the articles^ homilies^ and liturgy of the churchy 
But notwichftandiag this parade of authorities, it is 
a certain fa£l> that genuine ehriflianicy bears not 
the fmallefl refemblance to that ipurious fyftem^ 
which is here offered to our view. 1 he times of 
emerging from the corruptions of popery were inr 
deed " good days," and the men who helped for^- . 
ward the neceffary work of reformation were, iq 
general, men of exemplary morals and unufual . 
energy of mind. But they were nob, infallible. It 
was not to be expefted that they (hould.at once 
{hake oiF all the prejii dices of their education. They 
left n^uch to be done by thoie who came after 
them ; whe,,. enjoying the benefit ot their light, 
might lee mueh farther tha.n they did. God be 
pral&d, ours are " better days" than theirs, both 
with refpe£l to light and liberty. We fee and hear, 
what ** thofc righteous men of old,** had they been 
now IiYing) aad had their advances in knowledge 
kept pace with their means of improvement, " would 
^^ have rejoiced, to fee and hearx t>ttt were not pjerr 
« mitted */' 

Tha^ 

*As a proteftant nonconformid, I thank Mr. W. for his 
fpirited proteft, p..339» againft the A A of Uniformity, and tht 
confequent e)e£Uon of tnany of the brighteft ornaments of the 
church, in " fliameful violation of the royal word, as well as of * 
^ the clear priftclpks- of juiUce.'* This is the more liberal* as. 
Mr. W. appears htiafelf robe a zealous member of the efiabiiiht4' 
church. Baxta wclh^efeirvcs the encomiums pa0*ed vpcn his 
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That the compilers of the articles^ homilies, and 
liturgy, were believers in the " peculiar doftrines'* 
io often alladed to, cannot be denied %, and the au* 
tiboritatiye impofition of fuch articles exhibits a. 
melancholy proof of the inconfiftency. of the early 
rcformers^in attempting to (et limits to.the progrefs- 
of moral' and intellectual improvement, and to< 
abridge in others that right of private judgment, the. 
plenary e;ierci(e of which t&ey fo nobly and juftly 
challenged for themfelves. 

Mr. W. affirms, p. 380, and perhaps truly, that 
- the doflrmes he calls, peculiar "were grievoufly 
*• abufed by many of the fe£laric$) who, while they 
" talked copjoufly of the, free grace cf ' Chtift, and 
** the operations of. the Holy Spirit^ were by their 
<* lives an op.sn feandal to the name of chriftian.'^ 
Yet Mr. W. does Jiot think thefe do£trides the lefs^ 
true, bec^ufe they were profefi^d by men of immorat 
charaAers. Let him not thon be fiirprifed, if ferious' 
Unitarians do not think the worfe of their principles" 
becaofe they are maintained by fome who are not of ' 
a ferious fpirit^ And let him acknowledge the fal* 
lacy of judging of ;the truth of principles by tbCL 
charadier^ of thofe ^n^ho profe£s^ tb^in«. 

talents aqd his virtues. Mr. .Wk might have added to die 1a% 
of his works, abridged by the late Mc* Fawcett of •Kiddemiiii*^ 
iter, his *< ponverfe with God io. Solitude.'' Aa.abridgmenti 
of the '* Reformed Pafton-' was p.ubliihed.fome years ago by, 
Mr. Palmer of Hackney, 
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Confidering the fpirit of the prefent times, it - 
difcovers a conGderable degree of liberality to fpeak 
in. refpeftful terms of the diflenting writers *• I 
cannot however entirely acquieice in all the com- 
mendations beftowed upon them p. 381. Owen, 
Howe and Flavel were great and popular men in 
their day ; but their works at prefent are of little 
life. Dr. Evans's " Chriftian Temper" is excellent 
for the time in which it w'hs written, and by a judi- 
cious reader may flill be perufed with advantage. 
But it is in a great meafure fuperfeded by more re- 
cent publications, both of the eftablilhed and the • 
diflenting clergy. Perhaps the bcft pra£lical treatife 
in the EngUfti language is Dr. Hartley's Obfcrvations 
on the Rule of Life, at the clofe of his celebrated 
Obfcrvations on Man. But even in Hartley there 
are fome exceptionable pafTages, which a candid ju- 
dicious reader will eafUy difcover, and readily ex* 
cufe. . "^ ' 

*It woqld however have been more conAftent with genuintf 
liberality to have avoided the ufe of the obnoxious word '^ ice** 
tary." .If this word (ignified nothing more than a diffentcr 
fh)m an eflabliihed church, the ufe of it would not be liable to 
obje6^ion. But it is conftantly ufed as a term of reproach. 
The church of Rome confiftently enough brands the proteft- 
aiits as fe^buies, beeaufe fhe claims to be the only true and in- 
Ivllible churth. But for proteftants, whofe common and funda- 
mental principle is the right of private judgment, to load each , 
oiher with opprobrious epithets for differences of opinion, ki in 
the higheft degree uoreafonable and inconfiilent. 
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Dr. Doddridge's Rife and Progrefs of Religion in 
the Soul, his fermons on Regeneration, and thofc 
on the Power and Grace of Chrift, though they 
contain fomie valoable advice, are formed upon a 
vefy erroneous and unfcriptural fyftem, and the 
perufal of them tends to introduce a train of vifion- 
ary fpceulations, and fantaftic emotions, which have 
little connexion with rational piety. Dr. Dod- 
dridge's attachment to the gloomy fyftem of* calvin- 
ifm, or to fomething that would pafs for it, and his 

love of popularity, ftrangcly warped his judgment in 
the interpretation of the fcriptures, and have ren- 
dered him in many inftances a very unfafe guide to 
their true meaning*. 

Mr. Orton^s Life of Dr. Doddridge contains many 
ufefttl fa£l$ and obfervations^ it exhibits the ixAy^Qi 

'* Dr. Doddridge's Expoficor is in many refpc^ a mhablb 
work ; the ootefs are ufeful, and the Improvements are draws 
up with animation, and breathe a truly pious ^nd benevolent 
fpirit* But that his judgment was bialled ia an uncommon de« 
grecy in the interpretation of thofe paiTages in which his ortho* 
doxy might be brought into qiiellion, is but too apparent to 
every one who pays AiBFicient attention to this popular work. 
One inftance, out of many>. occurs^ Bx)m. lit. 25. wiiere the ex« 
prcilioii pT^pit'uUhn is iniroducf d, thougl^ k i« weU known thar 
tjie word, fo tranflat^d^ has. no other fisiife in the (acved writingi 
than that of a Mercy-feat. Thus- it is tha^ unleacmed readers 
are made to believe that the apofUes teach do^rines of which 
they never entertained a thought ; and fuch ipurious tenets art 
too often called <' fondaflMStal trathsi** siid tht <' peculiar doc* 
|f trinei o£ the gofpel." 
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of the narrative as a man of \ very adiive mind, and 
a. pious, benevolent heart : but it has too much the 
appearance of an attempt to delineate a chara£ler, 
according to the author's idea of perfe£tion> beyond 
the ftandard of human excellence ; a fault common 
to inoft biographers*. 

It is held out, p. 386, as "a jnelancholy prognoftic 
** of the ftate to which wt are progreflive, that many 
^ of thiB mod eminent of the literati of modem 
•* times hav€. been . profefled unbelievers/' The 
truth is, that many reputed philofophers, and men. 
of learning, in all ages, have been unbelievers % onie 
cgufe of which has been, a want of attention to the 
ejridences of revelation ; and another, ti^e many cor^ 
ruptionsof reveakd truth, which have been miftaken 
fipr.chrifiian^oilirines, to which men of fenfe and 
refibAion could not aflent. But there has always- 
been a numerous band of men^ eminent for ta)bnt» 
and learning,' who have appeared in defence of th6^ 
chtiftian caofe *, and rational chriftianity is never iri 
want of a fuffiqient number of learned and judiciou$. . 

adyocat^* 

That an abfurd and. domineering religious eftan 
bli(hment, the^doftrines of which w-ere heldin con-^ 
tempt by every man of fenfe and refle^iion, fltonld^ 
have produced a great number of unbelievers among 
tl^e. thinking p^rt of the French nation, is nQt fur* 
pfifingv It is the neceflary confequence of fuch. 
eftabliibmentSd.. Nor is^. it. difficult :to dsfcoverwhy 

Mr.W* 
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Mr. W. as a political partifan, may think. fit to 
join the fenfelefs clamour againft the French, as 7 
nation of atheids. But upon what grounds, as sr 
chriflian^ as a proteilant, and as one who has af« 
fumed the office of a public cenfor of the principles 
and morals of >his chriftian brethren, he can jultify 
)iis reprefentation of the abolition of popery in 
^France, p. 388, ^' as publicly withdrawing their alle» 
** glance from the Majefty of Heaven," it become* 
that gentleman feriouily to confider. Every en-^ 
lightened chriftian inud furely rejoice in the diflblu- 
lion of the abfurdeft fyftem which ever dlfgraced 
the name of religion \ and, placing full confidence tm 
the omnipotence of truth, can entertain no appve* 
henfion, that genuine chriitianity will fuffer becaufe 
it is not uken under the proteAion of the ftate. I£ 
report fpealcs true, the churches in France are more 
crowded now than everj and that the prefent go- 
vernors of France are not atbeiils^ is evident from, 
the fpeech of Reveilliere Lepeaux, the Prefident of 
the Dire£lory, upon the anniverfary of the foundia* 
tion of the republic, on the 2ad of September 1 797^, 
which is a continued addrefs of thankfgiving to> 
God for having eftablifhed a republican government 

in France*^ 

Mr.W. 

• The advocates for the orthodoxy of the Bririih Cabinet will' 
hardly object, that the prayer of the French Direftory is a hy- 
^ritical farce to deliUde the vulgar. Yet even this would 
prove tiiat tUc Frenck in general arc not a nation of atheifts, asi 

tQ 
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Mh W. p. 39T, in reply to the charge that 
•• his fyftem is too ftrid, and that, if it were 
•• generally to prevail, the bufinefs of the world 
*^ cbuld not gcr on," obferves, amongd other things, 
Aat ^ if chriftianity, fuchr as we have reprcfented it, 
•* were generally to prevail, the world, from being 
^^fucb as it is, wottld become a fcene of general 
^ peace and profperity^and, abating the chances and 
^ calamities which fie(h is infeparably heir to, would 
^ wear one unwearied face of complacency and 
^ joy.'* It is indeed probable that, if even Mr. W.'s 
cihriftiantty were to prevail, the world would be 
better and happier than it is ; but that it would 
** wear an unwearied face of complacency and joy,*^ 
I c&n never credit, fo long as any corre£l ideas of 
jfttiliee and benevolence (hould remain in the human 
mind. The ftern charaSer of Mr. W/s God muft 
ever be a fource of anxiety and terror, which the 
oppofite charadler of a fecond divine perfon could 

to fcrve the purpofes of party, they have been-fo afliduouily and 
falfcly reprefented. Revtilliere Lepeaux is a member of the 
Theophilanthropic Society — a religious community lately intro- 
d'oced into France, whofe common principle ts a belief in tha 
cxidencc, pcrfcfl:!«)n, and providence of God, and in the doctrine 
of a future life; and whofe rule of morals is, loye to God) and 
good will to men. This fc5t is in a very flourifliing ft ate j its 
profefTed principles comprehend the cITencc of tlic cbriflian reli- 
gion. But. not adiniuing the refurr^dion of Cl^rid^ the Thto* 
philantliropifts deprive themfelvcs of the only folid ground on 
which to build the hope of a future exillence* 

neves 
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ticvcr completely relieve. But all the happy confe- 
quences which Mr. W. afcf ibes to chrtftianityj as he 
reprefirtts it, would certainly follow, from the uni* 
▼crfal prrcvaleiice of the religion of Jefus, as repre-^ 
Jtnted in the Nen» TeJtatnenU 

It is with equal truth and fpirit that chriftianity 
is d^fcribed in the following pages^ as of the higheft 
adrantage to political focieties, in recommending 
virtuoQS induftry, in producing a benign efre£l upon 
oational character) in encouraging true patriotifm, 
and foppreffing a felfifli fpirit; and it is juflly ob- 
ferred in the conclufion, p, 406, ^ that the chrifti- 
^ anity which can produce effeSs like thefe muft be 
^ real, not nominal^ deep, not foperficial." 

Mr. W. rcprefents, p. 408, the- •• revival of vtiat 
•* chriftianity," which, as he explains it, is the prac- 
tical belief of the articles, homilies, and liturgy of 
the church, as the only efFeftual means of ftrength- 
cning the church eftabliftiment ; for " tlic anomaly 
•* will not much longer be borne, of an eftaUifh- 
•* ment, the a£lual principles of the bulk of whofe 
•* members, and even teachers, are fo extremely dif- 
•* ferent from thofc which it profefles." 'ITiis i& 
indeed an alarming reprcfentation, from high au- 
thority, of the danger of the church. For, few 
thinking perfonsi^ befides the pious author x>f the 
Pradical View, exped the return of fuch an age of 
darknefs, as to produce a general belief of all that iSs 
coataiacd i^i obfolete articles, homilies, and creeds. 

I doubt 
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I doubt whether even his own faith^. large as it is, 
extends quite fo far. But let Mr. W. be com^ 
forted. The cafe may not be fo defperatc as he^ 
Imagines. He may learn> perhapSi from the Right 
Reverend Bench itfelf, and certainly from the ortho^ 
dax chriftians of Birmingliam, that there are other' 
ways of fupporting an eftablifliment, be (ides a real 
perfuafion of the truth of its do£irine^ and I ftrpnglj^ 
fufpe£l) that the prelate of Rochefter would fmile at 
the honeft (implicity of tlie member for York(bire^ 
in fuppofing that a fincere faith in creeds and hpmi-« 
lies is at all necefiary to the permanent profperity o£ 
a national ohurcli. 

The author goes, on to obferve, p* 409 : ^' The 
<<kind of religion which we have recommendedf 
" wBativer opinkn maj be entertained concerning itt 
^ trutby and to fay nothing of the agency of divine 
^ grace, muft at leaft be conceded to be the only one 
^ which is at all fuited to make impref&on upon the 
** lower orders, by ftrongly interefting the paffionr 
^ of the human mind." Who the perfons may be^ 
that are fo ready to make the extraordinary conctfi 
f\Qm contained in the preceding paragraph, Mr. W« 
beft knows. I do not indeed wonder that they wha 
believe with him, that all men by nature are '^tajnte^ 
"radically, and to the very core, with fin;** that 
even the ele£t would not have been faved, unlcfs one 
Cod had died to fatisfy the juilice and appeafe the 
U^ath of another i^ and that none of the haplefs. race 

of 
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oF Adam can do any thing to extricate themfelves 
from the wretched condition in whidi their Creator 
placed them, till they are regenerated, and new ere* 
ated, by a third God, who is at the fame time one 
witli, and di(nn£l from, the other two; I do not^ 
I fay, wonder, that a perfon who believes all this, and 
wlio fees the great cWtfk which fuch flupendous myf- 
tenes produce upon the ignorant multitude, ihould 
imagine that fuch a religion is the only one fuited to 
make impreflion upon the lower orders. But, that 
any perfon admitting the divine authority of the 
<hri(lian revelation, and regarding thefe doctrines as 
irrational, • unfcriptural, and antichriftian, (hould 
make the conceilion here fuppofed, appears mod un- 
accountable and incredible. In the A£ls of the 
:y>o(lle$ we jead, that at one time ^* three thoufand 
•* were converted;*' at another "five thoufand;*' 
that '^ multitudes believed in the Lord, both of men 
** and women ;'* and that " myriads of jews in par- 
** ticular profeffed the chriftian ifaith." But cer- 
tainly a. man would be much at a lofs to difcover 
thefe ** peculiar doftrines" in the apoftolical dif- 
courfes recorded in that hiftory*; and to aflert that^ 
they were introduced by the apoflles in their preach- 
ing, although omitted, by their hi dorian, would be a 

moft arbitrary and unwarrantable aflumption. The 

• 

genuine doftrines of the gofpel, which are indeed 

'* See Dr. Toulmin's Letters on tbe Praflical Efficacy of the. 
Uintarian Do^riae. 

too 
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too Ample and fublime to work powerfully and in- 
fiantaneoufly upon the grofs paOions of the unin- 
formed multitude, but which, when duly attended 
to, will flrongly intereft the beft affedlions both of 
the learned and the unlearned, will moft affuredly 
be found fufficiently efficacious, in the hand of Di« 
vine Providence, to accomplifli their proper effeft 
9t the proper time, and they need no human addi- 
tions to render them more interefling to the human 

paflions. 

I am, Madam, &c. 



LETTER XVIII. 



Whether popularity be a criterion of Truth* The lejt 
means ofoppofmg Atheifm and Immorality Stability 
of an EJlahli/bed Church, 

Madam, 

Our author feems to regret, p. 409, "that the 
•*^ reign of prejudice, and even of honeft prepoffef- 
** Con, and of grateful veneration, by which," as he 
ob&rves, •* almoft any fyftem may be fupported, is 
*' 1^0 more," And indeed virith reafon : for when 
eftablifhed prejudice, and unreafonable prepofleffion, 
hdwevcr honeft, is removed, it is much to be appre- 
landed that his <* peculiar doArines'' will not long 

^ maintain 
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maintain their- ground. Mr* W. however, is not 
the true-born Englidiman who values his prej[udicc$ 
" becaufe they arc prejudices." He afDgns a reafon, 
fuch as it is, why we (hould retain the fyftem of 
principles which we have received from our anceCt 
tors. ** The ancients," h.c affures us, p. 409, ** were 
^* wifer than ourfelves." Hence he infers, that dc« 
ference is due to their authority in religion. And, 
admitting the premifes, the conclufion naturally fol^ 
lows. But where are we to learn the fad i Proba- 
bility is clearly on the other fide of the queftiocu 
The moderns are endued with natural powers equal 
to tliofe of the ancients; they are placed in circum* 
ftances far more favourably to niental impiHbvementy* 
and enjoy the benefit of the experience of their 
-predecefTors ; it requires better evidence than mere 
unfupported aflertion, to prove that under thefe cir* 
cumftances the wifdom of the modems is inferior 
to that of the ancients. Indeed^ it is high time to 
iay afide the trite and unmeaning cant of the " wif-. 
** dom of our anceftors." Their age was the in- 
fancy, ours approaches towards the maturity of the 
world. It would be equally rational for the man of 
ripened underftanding to talk of the wifdom of bia 
childhood* 

But if we will not bow to the wiCdom of our an*» 
ceftorsi'who ^^kept philofophy to themfehes^ and 
<< left religion for the million, as alone adapted 
^' to their groficr natures/' p. 4101 a trium^phant 

appeal 
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appeal is made to fa£l, in proof of the fupcrior ex- 
celleiice of this myftical fyftem. ** Let tfie Socinian 
" and the moral teacher of chriftianity come forth, 
•* and tell us what effefts they hav-e produced on the 
" lower orders. They themfelves will hardly deny 
" the inefficacy of their inftruftions." This is af- 
fuming a very lofty tone of addrcfs indeed : but by 
what right, docs not clearly appear; and how far con- 
fiftent with that humility which the author every 
where affeAs, it behoves him fcrioufly to confider, 
A writer^ho is juftly entitled to great deference 
affures us, that *' the day is coming which will 
•• prove every man's work," and exhorts us " t6 
•* judge nothing before the time." He alfo teaches, 
that " it does not become the minifters of the 
•* gofpcl to glory. '^ Mr. W^ well knows, that 
tlie moft enlightened and zealous minifters of re- 
ligion have often appeared ** to labour in vain, and 
•* to fpend their Ilrength for nought.*' This might 
have taught him not to judge of the truth of a doc- 
trine by the fuccefs of its advocates, even though the 
men, whom he invidioufly calls the Socinian, and 
the moral teacher of chriftianity, had been, in faft, 
as unfuccefsful as he is pleafed to reprefent them, 
I am no Socinian ; for my creed is as remote from 
that of Socinus, as it is from the " peculiar doc^ 
" trines ** pf Mr. VV. But I profefs myfelf to be 
an Unitarian chriftian, and " a moral teacher of 
" chriftianity;*' and I can affure the gentleman who 

takes 
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« 

takes upon hlmfeif to call us to account, that I ant 
not at all inclined to admit the abfolute inefficacy of 
our inflru£^ions. It is an indubitable fa£^^ whether 
Mr. W. is aware of it or not, that there are in this 
country thoufands who are not afliamed to avow 
the Unitarian doQrine, and whofe lives are as ho^ 
nourable to. their profeflion as if they were adepts in 
all the " peculiarities*' of his creed. And there \% 
reafon to believe thait there are thoufands more, 
both in the church and out of itj who think with US9 
but who are deterred by fecular conGderations, and 
the harfii fpirit of the times, from avowing their real 
principles; " loving the praife of men more than the 
"praifeof God*.*' 

- Yet ftill it is alleged, that our fuccefs is as no- 
thing, in comparifon with that of thofe who teach 
the fyftem offdo^rines here recommended^ and 
which is faid to haVe ** proved its correfpondence 
'* with the charafler originally given of chriftianity, 
• ** that it was calculated for the poor, by changing 
•* the wholfe condition of the mafs of foctety in many 
^^ of the moft populous diftri£ls in this and other 
** countries." But whither does this argument 
tend ? Are the Calvinifts nearer to the truth than 
the Unitarians, becaufe they are more fucce&ful in 
making profelytes ? But the. Moravians have been 
more fuccefsful than tht Calvinifts j the Jefuits, than 

* Joha xii. 43. 

' -- I ' . the 
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the Moravians, and tht Mafaotnetans, than all. Is 
therefore the dodrine of- Mahomet a revelation 
from heaven ? The fuccefs of Jefus* who was alfo 
a ^* moral teacher of chridianity" during his per* 
ibnal, minifiry, \iras very inconfiderable : while the 
pharifeeSy who compafled fea and land to teake a 
profelyte, had thoufands of devotees, efpecially 
among the inferior orders, who ^^ daily thanked God 
** that they were not as other men are," and wiio 
would hold no communion with Jefue and his diicU 
pies, but regarded them with abhorrence and con* 
tempt, as violators of the fabbath, tranfgrefibrs of 
the law, and friends of publicans and finners. Can 
this fa£l be denied ? But, if admitted, what is the 
ConcluGon to which the author^s ptinciples will 
lead him from thefe premifes ? 

Mr. W. p* 411, exprefles his apprehenfion that 
^^ the extin£lion of religion among us would be at- 
** tended with the lofs of our church eftabliflimenti'' 
an event in his apprehenfion pregnant with the 
^< moft fatal confequences :" he hints, p. 412, that 
It would ** greatly endanger our civil inftitutions^'^ 
and that the want of an eftablifhment *^ would be in 
^^ the higheft degree injurious to the caufe of chrif* 
¥ tianity." Upon all thefe points Lha^ the for* 
tune, good or bad» to differ from our well-inten- 
tioned audior. I can indeed agree with hioi» that 
the principles of the liturgy would rapidly decline 
when ^^ the liturgy itiAi &euld no longer remain in 

«ufe.** 
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^ ufc.^ But I am far from thinking that the '^cx« 
** tinAlon of religion,", if fuch a cafe could be fup- 
pofedi would neceflarily entail the ruin of the e&a« 
bliihment. Interefted priefls, and crafty (tatefmen^ 
will continue to fupport a religious eftablifliment 
which anfwers their private and political purpofcs, 
at the fame time that they hold its do£trines in con* 
tempt. The idolatry of pagan Rome fubfifted in 
fplendour long after the declaration of one of iti 
moft enlightened ftatefmen*, *' that he wondered 
« how augur could meet augur without laughing/* 
And the authority of papal Rome was never more 
triumphant than, when its fover^gn pontifff , upon 
.the receipt of an immenfe treafure, unwarily cx« 
claimedi '^ How lucrative is this fable of Jefus 
•* ChriH ! " Nor have modern ftatefmen been defi- 
cient in imitating the ^' wifdom of the ancients, in 
^* confining philofophy to themfelves^ and in leaving 
" religion for the groffer capacities of the million." 
The perfecuting adminiftration, which, foon after 
the commencement of this century, difgraced the 
dofiog yeaKS of an. unhappy devotee» were not fuf« 
pcAed of being very ftrongly attached to the doc« 
trines of that churchi which, from interefted vieWSf 
they fiipported by every mode of opprefEon (hort of 
(he faggot and the wheel. 

There are^ however, many who think that if the 

4 

I % church 
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church eftablifliment fliould be diflblved, our civil 
conltitution, if adminiftered with wifdom and juf- 
tidfc, would not be in the lead endangered. Atr^ny 
rate, whatever becomes of human eftablifliments^ 
civil or ecclefiaftical, the church of Chrift is founded 
upon a rock, and will remain firm and unimpaired. 
And though liturgies and creeds may fall into dif- 
tife, the doftrine of the fcriptures will continue as 
long as thofe truly '* ineftimable " records of the 
chriftian religion (hall fubfift. 

French principles feem to haunt Mr. W.*8 mind 
almoft as much as they did that of Edmund Burke ; 
and p. 4T9. he reprefents " the prevalence of evan- 
^* gelical chriftianity," by which he no doubt means 
his own fyftem of " peculiar dofirines," as the bciil 
** antidote for the malignity of their venom/* and 
the moft efficacious means of ** reviving the fainting 
" caufe of morals/* , But the only way to oppofe 
atheifm and infidelity with fuccefs, is by difcarding 
all abfurdity and myfticifm from religion; by ihew- 
ing that genuine chriftianity maintains nothing in* 
confident with good fenfe ; that the do£trines it 
teaches are fuch as approve themfelves to the moft 
enlightened underftanduigs; that the pradiice it en- 
joins is eminently beneficial to individuals and to 
fociety; and that the hopes which it infpires are in 
the higheft degree cheering and confolatory^ and 
tend in the moft dire£t and powerful manner to 
elevate the charafler and to purify the heart. 

As 
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V 

As a farther recommendation of this "chrifliajiity 
" of our better days," as Mr. W. ftyles it, he adds, 
p. 4^0, " that the teachers of thefe doftrines are" 

m 

•* perhaps without exception friendly to our eccle- 
♦* fiaftical and civil eftablifhments; and confequcntly 
" that their inftrudlions' and influence tenddireCclyt 
•* as well as indiredlily, to the maintenance of the 
" caufe of order and good government." If by this 
affcrtion be meant no more than that men paid by 
the ftatc, to. teach the religion of the (late, are in 
general the zealous fuppprters of that governmenty 
and of that religion, which fupports them, the af- 
fertion is neither new nor marvellous. It has been 
the pradtce of prieft&of this defcription, in all ages, 
countries, and religions. But it is no proof, nor 
even the flighted prefumption, that the doftrine fo 
fupported is true. But if Mr. W. wifties to infinu- 
ate, that the oppofers of his unfcriptural do£lrines 
are not as valuable and peaceable members of the 
community as thofe who hold them, the infinuatioa 
is unfounded and illiberal ; highly unbecoming his 
charader as a chriftian, however it may ferve his 
purpofe as a political partifan. 

Amongft other nieans of reviving his '* chrifti- 
" anity of better' days,'* Mr.. W. p. 421. preflTes an, 
attention to this fubjefl. on " the dignitaries of the 
" facred order,** and expreflfes his approbation> of 
feme •' who have already founded the alarm, juflly 

I 3 " cenfuring 
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«• ccnfuring the pta£lice of fuffcring chriftiairltjt to 
•« degenerate to a mere fyftcm of ethics, and re- 
•• commending more attention to the peculiar doc* 
" trincs of our religion/' Here I prefiime that he 
lilludes to Bp. Horfley, who fuggefted this advice to 
the clergy of the dlooefe of St. Pavid*s. This vene-^ 
table pVebtc has his " peculiar doSrinc?,*' too, as 
well as Mr. W. which ** whoever does not receive 
•• (hall without doubt pcrifli everlaftingly 1** And 
it mud be highly edifying to an audience of Cam*' 
iMTtan peafanta to hear **hoMr Ac Father produced »^ 
•• the Son by contemplating his own peffediions* ^' 
and being cither unable, or unwilling, to produce' 
any more Sons in the fame way, he, together witl.' 
the Son, (for this is the do£trine of the Romifii 

* <« Thf fxiftencc of the Son flows n^ccflSprily fr^u^ the Pi- 
** vine intelUd esierted in itfelf : ^m the Father's <:onteinpla<y 
•« tion of hi^ own perfe6lions. But as the Father ever wa?^ his 
«< perfe6lions have ever been, and his intellect has been ever 
«* a6live. But pcrfeftions which have ever been, the ever active 
<« intellect mail ever have contemplated, and the contemplation 
*^ which hath ever been, muft ever have been accompanied ^th ' 
«* its juft effeft, the perfonal cxiftcnct of the Sob." TVis ridi-^ 
cijIdus jargen, the learned prelate fays, *< Teems to be fovmded in 
«* fcripture/' and it makes one of the *• peculiar dodrinci*' of 
his gofpel. And a very peculiar do^rine indeed it is; fvifficient 
,^tQ overthrow every pretence to divine authority in any book 
^Jn which it is contained, and in any fyflem in which it is in* 
cladcd. Sec Horlley'g TTift»| p. ^5. 

church 



jfRivii^ 9f Mr. J^ilhrforcis Tnati/k Ijj. 

eKuKh for which this truly catholic Prelate exprefiei 
a (bong preclile^ion*)i produced the holy Ghoft^ 
who proceeded from them both^ as the fchoolmea 
aflttre us^ not by generationi but hjj^irathnf* 

^ The Niceae fathers maintained that the Holy Ghoft pro* 
cce^ed from th« Father only : but the divines of the Romiih 
communion afterwards difcovered that the Son was equally con* 
cemed with the Father^ in the pfocejfkn of the Holy GhoU | and 
h^twithftandtng.the violent oppofition of the Greek church, they 
h«Te f<^fted hit Bame into the Nicette Creed, whert it naintatnt 
its place with the £ime confidence and juftice with wluch th» 
celebrated heavenly w4tivefii» keep their ftation, i John v. 7. 
that is, in open defiance of all evidence and decency. 

The partiality of this right reverend Prelate to the papal 
church appears in his circular letter to the clergy of his Welch 
diocefe ; where fpeaking of the Romifh emigrant priefts, he fayt, 
*< However they may difiTer firom us in certain points of do£trine» 
'* difctpline, and external rkes, they are neverthelefs our bre-^ 
'Vthreo, members of Chrift, children of God, heirs of the pro-> 
** mifes ; more near and dear to us in truth than fome who, af- 
'* fe£ting to be called our proieftant brethren, have no other title 
*' to the name of proteftant than a jew or a pagan.'* And be« 
caufe thefe perfons <' profelling to receive our Lord as a 
** teacher," hefitate to admit the bilhop's .*• peculiar do^rines" at 
revealed truths, and are generally advocates for civil and reU- 
gious liberty, this chriftian Prelate, in the true fpirit of an m« 
quifitor, denounces them aa <* endeavouring to propagate in thit 
** country thofe treafonable and atheiftical notions" which be 
iays <* have done fo much mifchief in France." Thus, with (bme 
men, calumny fupplies the place of argument. 

f See Doddridge*s Theological Le£iurcSf Prop. 130, §4: 
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This eminent Divine, who in confequence of his 
officious zeal in the caufe of orthodoxy, and the 
truly original difcoveries he has made in the fcience 
of theology, has been raifed from the humble "couch 
** of archidiaconal preferment " to " exalt his mitred 
** front in courts and parliaments," appears to be 
no mean proficient in the •* wifdom of the ancients, 
** who confined philofophy to the fchools of the 
** learned, while they kept up for the million a fyftem 
^' of religion, y2/r£ as it wasy as alone adapted to their 
** grofler natures.'' Amongft other curious articles, 
he has difcovcredj in the writings of Tertullian, an 
eminent chriftian father of the fecond century, that 
the ** majority of believers," in his time, were mere 
" idiots*.*' Readers, not fo perfpicacious as the 
Bifliop of Rochefter, have generally conceived the 
fenfe of the paflage to be, that the majority of chrif- 
tians, of. that age, being plain unlettered men, zeal* 
ous for the divine Unity, warmly refilled the Trini- 
tarian do<flrine, which fome philofophic chriftians 
were then endeavouring to introducef. But Tertul- 

• ♦ Horfley's Tra6^s, p. 175. 

+ Dr. Clarke thus tranllates this celebrated paflagc in Ter- 
tullian. ** The unlearned people^ which are always the greateft 
** part of believers, are frightened at the notion of the oeconomy, 
" (i. e. the Trinity); and pretending that we teach twq ©r three 
** Gods, but that they are the worfhippers of the one God, they 
«* perpetually cry out, We hold fafl the Monarchy." — Dr. Clarke 
oil the Trinity, p. 2 1 7. ' 

"Han, 
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li^Di who wrote in Latin^ here ufes a word of Greek-, 
extradlion ; and the learned prelate, being " pretty^ 
** much at home in the Greek language," afTures us,! 
that the word can mean neither more nor lefs than'' 
idiots. And no' doubt, by parity of reafon, the ma« 
jprity of believers are " idiots," to this day, in his* 
lordfhip's eftimation. And idiots indeed they mud 
be, if they can implicitly admit all the jargon, and* 
abfurdity, which he and others have held forth as* 
*^ peculiar do£lrines" of divine revelation. Thanks> 
be to God, the age of " darknefs is paflSng awayj^ 
and the true light now fliineth*." 

I am, Madam, &c. 



LETTER XIX. 

Obfirvations on Mr. W^s PraBical Hints to various 

defer iptions of perjons^ 

» 

Mad AM',. 

IN the feventh chapter, to which wc now proccedj. 
''^praftical hints are fuggefted to various defcrip- ' 
" tions of perfons," and the fe£llon with which it . 
opens contains many valuable remarks which do 
great credit to the piety and benevolence of the au«^ 

f- I John, ii. 8,- 

IS thor^. 



{ 
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tliorj but which are alfo blended with fome obferva* 
tions liable to jtift animadTerfion; " 

Mr. W, begins, in p. 423, with telling the •* bulk 
^ pf profeifird chrifiians, that the difference between 
^ them and true believers is of the moft ferious and 
^ momentous account, and that their chriftianitj is 
*' no chriftianity." Now, if this charge means no 
more than that nominal chriftians are not real chri£. 
tiansp the obfervation is true, but too obvious to be 
introduced with fo much parade. But if it be meant 
that no chriftianity is genuine which does not in- 
clude what he calls " the peculiar doarines,*' wc 
beg leave, for reafons already largely dated, to de« 
mur to his authority. , 

The duty of fcff-inquiry, which is ftrongly urged 
p. 424, is doubt]«Cb of fufficient Importance to de» 
ferve all our attention, and we are with great pro- 
priety warned againft " our natural pronenefs tq 
^* think too favourably of ourftlves.*^ But there is 
no occafion to have recourfe to the unfcriptural and 
iinphilofophical notion of the " corruption of hu- 
** man nature," to account for the difpofitiop which 
generally prevails ** to over-ra^te our gppd qualities, 
•* and to overlook or extenuate our defcfls." A lit- 
tie acquaintance with the theory of human nature 
will fufficiently account for the exif^ence of felfifli- 
nefs, without fuppofing It to be innate, or derived by 
inheritance from our faUe» a^eefton 

What 
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,. What is advanced, p. 426, upon *' the fourccs of 
*' the erroneous eftimates we form of our religious 
** and moral charafter,'* and particularly concerning 
the danger of midakirig ^ outgrowing, or merely 
**' changing, our vices for forfaking of all fin," is in ' 
general highly proper, and defervrng of ferious at- 
tention, as are alfo the remarks, p. 432, upon the 
fubjcft of " uncharitablcnefs and true charity ;** 
and I agree entirely in the obfervation, that it is 
** no true charity to countenance men in their vices.** 
Mr. W. juftly remonftrates, p. 436, againft ap- 
plying the epithets *' innocent and good-hearted'* 
to thoughtlefs and diflipated young perfons of either 
fex. But his arguments would have been equally 
forcible, if he had not loaded them with the unfcrip- 
tural do£tritie8 of original fin\ and the fupernaturat 
•* operations of divine grace." If, however, any 
perfons are ** decent, fobcr, ufeful, refpeftable mem- 
•* bers of the community, and amiable in the rela- 
** tions of domcftic life," p. 408, it does not become 

■* Mr. W. exhorts fuch perfon* ** to rcmeuiber that they 
** ars fallen crtaiarcs» 6orjt in jSn,** The only paflage ia ths 
New TeftamciU where this phra£e xKcurs, I» John ix. 3-4. wher0 
the pharifces charge the man who was born blind with beio|^ 
** altogether born in fins,'* in direct conrradi£tion to our Lord't , 
own decliration, vcr. j, in reply to a qreftion upon the cafe, 
propo'ed by his dtfciples, ** Neither did this man fin, n6r his 
** parents." It is plain, therefore, that a phurifaic tradition i§ 
here inculcated by our attthor as an evangcUaKt tructi, and thai 
ia oppofition to the authority of Chrift, 

16 M 
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us to pronounce, that they are not true chriftians- 
As to the phrafes, " born again,*' " putting off the 
" old man," and the like* they refer wholly, as we 
have often obfcrved, to the converfion of bigotedi 
jews, or of idolatrous heathen, to the faith of Chrifl:,. 
and are never ufed to dcfcribe any moral procefs in 
the minds of thofe who have been educated in chrif- 
tian principles. It mu(l however be conceded, that 
mere decency of behaviour without piety, benevo- 
" lence, and felf-government, is not fuffiGient to con- 
flitute genuine chrifhianity. 

The advice, p. 441, to thofe who wifli to become 
true chriftians, contains much that is valuable; but, 
I am forry to fay, ftill more that is injudicious, ex- 
ceptionable, and unfcriptural. Let fuch perfona 
meditate, let them pray, let them examine themfelves^ 
let them refolve, let them watch, let them ceaie to 
do evil, and learn to do right ; let them dedicate all 
their faculties and powers to the fervice of God» 
All this is well. But, whymuft they afcribe their 
reformation to fupernatural " workings of the divine 
" fpirit ?" What is the meaning of praying to God 
** for Chrift's fake, and in reliance on his media- 
•* lion ?" and where is the warrant for fo doing ? 
Where do the fcriptures teach them to *' labour to 
** become deeply imprefled with a fenfe of their own 
*' radical blindnefs and corruption ?" and that, above 
all, they are " to contemplate that ftupendous truth, 
<< the incarnation and crucifixion of the fon of God ? 

« or 



\ 
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" or to cftimate the guilt of fin by the coftly fatif- 
** fadlion which was required to atone for it ?" All 
thefe imaginary confiderations> which have no foun- 
dation in reafon, or in fcripture, tend to bewilder 
the underftanding> to check the progrefs of rational 
and manly piety and virtue, and to introduce a fyf* 
tem of fantaftic feelings, which have no foundation 
in the truth of facts, and which contribute nothing 
t9 virtuous p.ra£lice. 

Very wife and proper, in my opinion, are the re- 
peated cautions fuggeded, p. 444, not to over- rate 
^ human eftimation." But to a perfon who habitu- 
ally regards himfelf as a£ling under the eye ^ of 
God, the additional motive, of an imaginary ^' afiem-* 
" blage of invifible fpeftators," is totally unnecef- 
fary. It is like bringing in human creeds to im- 
prove the gofpel do£trine} human* e(lablifhments,ta 
fapport the church of Chrift ; and the &tisfa£Hon 
of a mediator, to appeafe the anger of an infinitely 
merciful God. 

As Mr. W, never defines humility, it is difiicult 
to know in what fenfe he ufes the word. If it 
means a juft view of a man's own imperfediions, k 
cannot appear to any perfon " a paradox, that in 
•* proportion as the chriftian grows in grace, .he 
" grows alfo in humility," p. 446. For this is na 
more than faying, that in proportion as men advance 
in virtue, they advance in felf- knowledge, and be- 
come more fenlibie of their frailties and imperfec- 

tionSi 
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tiotts. But I cannot help fufpe£ting, that the humi- 
lity upon which fome perfons value themfelves, is 
nothing more than a perfiaanon that, in commotl 
with the reft of mankind, thf y arc ** by nature radi- 
" cally tainted with fin," while at the fame time 
they prefume, that themfelves, with a few others^ 
have been arbitrarily feledled from the general mafs, 
tp be regenerated and faved. But if this be their 
humility, it is, I fear, too nearly akin to pride, and 
ncturalty tends, to generate a hign conceit of them- 
felves in thofe who are, or who imagine themfelves 
t9 be, the chofen favourites of heaven. 

The bulk of nominal chridians are faid, p. 449, 
to *' know nothing of chriitianity but as a fyftem of 
** reftraints," and their notion of chriftian praftice 
is ftigmatized, '^ as fervile, bafc, and mercenary/' 
But, as virtuous habits are to be attained, not by fu« 
p^rnatural influence, but by a ikw and gradual, and 
fomctime.s a difficult and painful proccfs, I canoot 
think fo hardly of thofe who, from a fen& of duty^ 
cUny themfelves unlawful gratifications to which 
they are inclined, though they fall (hort of thofe ex- 
alted chara£lers whole eftahUQied habits of virtue 
render them fuperior to. temptation. In one I Cec 
the commencement^ in the otiber the maturity) of a 
virtuous courfe ; and the &ril dawning^s of reforma* 
tion ar.e not to be defpifed becaufe ihey do not, at 
once,, burft forth iuto the fpkndour> or.attain the 
fteadinefs, of the perfeft day. 

I vronder not at the pains ivhich Mr. W. takes. 
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p. 452, to repel " an objeftion common," as he fajs^ 
** in the mouths of nominal chrifttans, that his reli- 
" gion wears a gloomy and forbidding afpeft.*' Aiid 
all that he fo eloquently urges in defence of his own 
^ftem of chriftianity, is certainly true of the genu- 
ine religion of the gofpei. Happinefs is the ulti- . 
mate end of all the requifitions and the reftraints 
of virtue^ nor is any gratification prohibited, but 
what is incoffffftent with a fuperior and more per- 
manent good. And I doubt not that many well 
mft^ning perfons, even upon Mr. W/s principles^ 
have enjoyed much confcibus fatisfa£tion and de- 
light. But, whatever may be faid to the contrary, it 
is not poflfible that fuch a fyiiem fhould not be oc- 
caflonally produftive of many very painful fenfations 
in a benevolent and reflefting mind, becaufe it rc- 
prefents the God and Father of the univcrfe as a 
Tyrant. And though the introduftion of a fecond 
God, whofe attribute is perfecb benevolence, may 
relieve the imagination, and, as appears in the work 
before us, and in others of the fame ftamp, may 
chiefly occupy the tjhpugbt^ and afFe£lions of chrif- 
tians of this perfuafion, and may even fet a believer 
at reft with refpeft to his own perfonal fafety ; yet 
this fecond Being does not operate as fo complete a 
negative upon the charafter of the firft, but that a 
fertous and benevolent mind will, at times, be 
greatly fliocked to think of the mafs of mankind as 
doomed to eternal mifery, becaufe of that natural 
'' ' ' " depravity 
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'depravity which they could not help, and which He 
who made them, gave, and would not heal \ and the; 
contemplation of fuch a Being mufl: often fill the 
mind with anxious mifgivings, and with fecret ter- 
rors. Thefe however are alleviated in fome degree,. 
by entertaining good hopes concerning their owa 
ftate, by thinking as little as poflible upon God, and 
by dwelling continually, as it is known that per- 
sons who hold thefe principles do, upon the excels 
Uncles and graces of that imaginary fecond perfon^ 
who faves them from the ^^ fury " of the firft. 

This, in the language of Mr. W. p. 458, is placing 
a '* firm confidence in the unceafing care and kind- 
** nefs of a gracious Saviour i' and, p. 459, relying, 
upon " the aflured mercy of the Redeemer.*' But 
it is, in truth, as I have before obferved, a fpecies o£ 
chriitian id&latry, from which the chriilian law re-^ 
«|uire$ that we {hpuld, with the utmoft caution,, ab^ 
fiain. 

1 am, 

Madam) &c* 



lETTER 
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LETTER XX. 

Mr. Wilberforces Advice to Billevers and to 

Sceptics. 
Madam, 

IVIr. Wilbcrforcc has claflid in the fame fcAion 
his Advice to Sceptics and to Unitarians. I will 
take the liberty to correal his diftribution ; and in 
this letter I will take into confideration the advice he 
addrefies ** to fome who profefs their full aflent to' 
<< the fundamental do£trines of the gofpel," (that is, 
whofe opinions coincide with his own,) and that 
which he addrefTes to " fceptics," — or, in plain lan- 
guage, to thofe who believe too much, and to thofe 
who believe too little. 

His advice to believers is contained'in his fecond 
fe£kion, p. 461; and he *' warns thefe men, firft, 
** p. 464, to beware left they be nominal chriftians 
** of another fort." It is not eafy to underftand this 
diftln^ion between different forts of nominal chrif- 
tians. I am unwilling to believe, what neverthelefs 
the author's language feems to implf, that, in 
Mr. W.'s opinion, the firft and moft fundamental 
error is a mifapprehenfion of chriftian doftrine, and" 
that the next and more venial one is a defe£l itt' 
chriftian praflice. His words are thefe, p. 461 : 
** In a former chapter we largely infifted on what 
•^ may be termed the fundamental pfadical error oT 
t . "the 
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•* the bulk of profeflcd chriftians in our days \ their 
•* either overlooking, or mifconmwng^ the peculiaf 
•* method which the gofpel has provided for the 
•* renovation of our corrupted nature, and for the 
•* attainment of every chriftian grace.'* Here then 
We find that " mi/conception of the gofpel method ** 
U reptefented as the fundamental error of modern 
Qomisal chriftians. „ 

He adds, that <' while we attend in the/i)f phiet 
*^ |o thia» we mail ^t the (ame time guard tgfttnft a 

^ ^ f rtdieal miftake of an$ther kind* There are oot t 
'View Ivho £i^sfy themfelves with ^a^ut mty be' 
H termed general chriftianity } who feel general' 
^* penitence and humiliation^ hut who negleA that 
V vigilant and jealous care with which they fhould la- 
** hour to extirpate every particular corruptiois*' &e. 
f I do not then mifreprefent our author, when I 
fttte him as teaching that mifconception of chriffian 
i|o£lrine is the ^* fundamental pradical error'' of 
the prefent day; and I have miftaken the^whole 
tenor of his book, if he doeis not mean to reprefent 

, this^ fundamental fsrror as inconfiftent with the fal- 
vation of thofe who hold it. It is indeed difficult to 
believe, that, in this enlightened and inquifitiVe age^ 
a man of Mr. W.'s rank, talents, and charadier can 
doom to de(lru£iion all thofe wife and good men 
who have doubted, or reje£led, his ftrange unfcrip<* 
tural doftrines. If this be the religion the pleafurea 
of which he enjoys with fo high a relifti^ I, for one, 

do 
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do not *< envy him bis feelings.** As to the refti 
V^hat he advances in this fe£lion> allowance being' 
made for his aflumed principles^ is very juft* Thd" 
chriftian religion requires the abfolute renunciation 
of every vicC) and the praSice af every virttie. It 
i^ the indifpenfable duty of alt to exercife the greattft 
vigthnce, and to fet a fpecial guard againft tbofe 
vices to which) in their refprfHvi circnrnftancefi 
t^My 9xt {NBCuliatJy expofed. 
. Mf «; W* 9Q9r proeeeds to " addrefs fome brief 
*f iAfervnti^ni to fceptics," p. 467; >«* what he 
:^tanccimpoa thil be$d Rpp^rs to me, inthe msun^ 
jttil> ft^ 4^«i«|g ^ v^y feriqus ^ttltmiion. It ii 
a fair ^queltion which Mr. W. propofos to unbe*. 
lievers^ <^ whether^ if chriftianity be not in their 
<*. ^{{JupAiUiQa true^ there is not at leaA a prefumpn* 
<^ tioa in its favour, fufiicienjt to entitle it to a Cerioui. 
'f examination, from its having been embraced, iipoti 
^< full inquiry, by Bacon and Milton, and Xiocke and 
*• Newton.*' And again, p. 468, *<Can the fceptic 
*^ in general fay with truth, that he has either pro* 
'^ fecuted an examination into the evidence^ of re«^ 
'' velation at all, or at leaft with a ferioufnefs an<i; 
** diligence in any degree proportioned to the im- 
•• pprtance of the fubjefl ?" 

I will beg leave, by the way, to obferve, that 
neither Locke nor Newton, who are here fo de** 
fervedly celebrated for their rational and firm at- 
tachment tp the chriftian religioni were believers in» 

v^ha 
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what arc ftylcd throughdnt the Praftical View, 
•* the peculiar doftrines of the gofpel.** There is 
great reafon to believe that Sir Ifaac Newton was a 
proper Unitarian*, as it is certain that his friend 
Bfopton Haynes alfo was. As to Mr. Loclce, he 
was the father of rational criticifm. It is he who, 
by introducing the wife and happy method of mak- 
ing the fcriptures their own interpreters, has taught 
us the true meaning of thofe figurative exprei&ons> 
upon which the men who only derive their know* 
ledge of chriftianity from catediifms and cre^ft 
build their crude and unfcriptufal fyftems. Mr# 
Locke was a man of extraordinary genius and ta» 
knts, great in the departments of metaphyfical, 
moral, and political philofophy^ but greateft of sdl 
in .the interpretation of the fcriptures, to which he 
devoted the latter part of his life. I will venture to 
fty, that no perfon will ever underftand the epifto- 
lary parts of the New Teftament, who does not read 
them in the method which Mr. Locke recommends 
in the introduction to his own excellent commen« 
tary on the epiftles. But this requires a degree of 
attention and mental exertion, which few are able, 

* Mr. Haynes affured a friend, " that Sir Ifaac Newton did 
•*.noi. believe our Lord's pre-exiftence ; and that he much la* 
*' mented Dr. Clarke's embracing Arianifm j. which opinion he. 
<* feared had been, and {lill would be, if maintained by learned 
*<'men, a great obftruftion to xht progrefs of chriftianity."—— 
Haynes on the Attributes of God, preface, p. 2 1 • ' 

and 



A Revuvii $/ Mr» WilUrforces Treat j/i, 1 89 

mnd fewer ftill are willing, to apply. It is much 
eafier to quote texts as apophthegms, in the fenfe 
impofed upon them by creeds and homilies, than 
to reflect, compare, and inveftigate for ourfelves. 
Mr. W. profefTes, and no doubt (incerely, to value 
the fcriptures highly ; and I am perfuaded that, if 
he would teftify his regard by ftudying them in Mn 
Locke's method, he might, even yet, be gradually in- 
troduced into their true fenfe and meaning. But with 
him it would be a work of time, labour, and felE^ 
denial; for the cloud of prejudice which hangs over 
his mind would with great difficulty be difpelled. 
I do not mean to fay that all Mr. Locke's interpre- 
fations are juft ; but he has fupplied us with the 
true key to fcripture criticifm, which thofe who 
fucceed him, aflifted by his previous labours, may 
ufe to more advantage than he himfelf has done. 
Of this we have a remarkable inftance in Dr. Tay- 
lor's judicious commentary on the epiftle to the 
Romans, and the admirable Key which he has pre- 
fixed to it; in which he explains, and amply con- 
firms, the principles of interpretation before ad- 
vanced by Mr. Locke. And the fucceflbrs of Dr. 
Taylor, treading in the fame ftcps, and taking ad- 
vantage of his improvementis, may advance ftill 
farther in the fanie road. In comparifon with fuch 
truly profound and inftrudive works, how fupcr- 
ficial and trifling are fome popular expofitions, in 
wliich, through the force of prejudice, ignorance of 

6 the 
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^MTjuft principles of fcripture criticifm, or ^ defirf 
to pleiife the multitude, the text it every where 
firained to the popular fenfe, and the apoftiet are 
made to write as though they had been difctplei of 
the Weftminfter Aflembly of Divines I 

Infidelity ta reprefented, p. 468, ^ as the produce- 
^ tioa of a cardefe and irreligious lifei operating 
<^ togeiber with, prejudices and erroneous concept 
^ tions concerning the nature of the leading doc<» 
^* ttines and fuhdamental tenets of chriftiahity.'* 
And its pfogrefs is pretty accurately traced- in ** the 
f* cafe of young men of condition, bred up among 
^ nominal chriftians." Mr.W. p. 473, denies, *^ that 
** the increafe of infidelity in our own days, is in 
*^ confequence of the reafonings of the infidel wri- 
^* ters having been much ftudied, but from the pro- 
*^ grefs of luxury, and the decay of morals ; and fo 
<< far as this increafe may be traced at all to the 
<^ works of fceptical writers, it has been produced 
^ not by argument and difcufSon, but by farcafms, 
^ and points of wit, which have operated on weak 
^ minds." And he afierts, with a confidence not 
fufficiently founded on fa£t, that *^ the literary op- 
^ pofers of chriftianity, from Herbert to Hume, 
•* ha^e been feldom read.'* He adds, ** Their very 
** names would be fcarcelyJfound, if Leland had not 
*^ preferred them from oblivion." I fufpefi that 
the worthy author is in this inftance under amiftake, 
and that the fubtle and plaufible objeAions o£ Bo* 

7 lingbroke 
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lingbroke and Hume are more read, even at prefent^ 
than the fenfible and foltd^ but dull and verbofc^ 
replies of Leland. 

I (hall conclude this letter with ftating, brieflfi^ 
what appear to me fomc of the principal caufes of 
modern infidelity, i. The firfl: and chief is an un- 
wiUingnds to fubmit to the reftraints of religion, 
and the dread of a future life^ which leads men to 
overlook evidence^ and to magnify obje£lions» 
ft. The palpable s^furdities of C]:eeds generally pro- 
fefied by chriftians, which men of fenfe having co»> 
founded with the genuine do^irines of revelation, 
they have rejeAed the whole at once, and without 
inquiry. 3. Impatience^ and unwillingnefs to per- 
fevere in the laborious taik o£ weighing airgumentB 
andexiamining obje£i;ions. 4. Fafiiion has biafled 
the minds of fome young perfons of virtuous charao* 
ters, and competent knowledge, to reject revelationt 
in order to avoid the imputation of fmgularity, and 
to efcape the ridicule of thofe with whom they de- 
fire to aflbciate. 5. Pride, that they might at an 
eafy rate attain the charader of phiiofophers^ and 
of fuperioriry to vulgar prejudice. 6. Dwelling 
upon difficulties only, from which the moft rational 
fyftem is not exempt, and by which die moft cui* 
did, inquifitive, and virtuous minds are fometimes 
entangled. 

The mafs of mankind^ who never think at all, 
but who admit without hefitation ^< all that the 

•♦ niirft 
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^ nurfe and that the prieft have taught,"" can never 
J>ecome fccptics. Of courfe> the whole clafs of un- 
believers con fids of perfons who have thought, more 
qv lefs, upon the fubjed ; and as perfons of fenfe 
feldom difcard at once all the principles in which 
they have been educated, it is not wonderful that 
many who begin with the higheft orthodoxy pafs 
through different ftages of their creed, dropping an 
article or two in every ftep of their progrefs, till at 
length, weary of their labour, and not knovving 

mi' 

where to fix, they reje£k it altogether. This, to a 
fuperficial and timid obferver, appears to be an ob- 
jeftion to freedom of inquiry j for no pcrfon begin- 
ning to inquire can or ought to fay where he will 
Hop. But the fincerie friend to truth will not be 
difcouraged : for without inquiry truth cannot be 
afcertained ; and if the chriftian religion (brinks 
from clofe examination in this bold and inquifitive 
age, it mud and it ought ^o fall. But of this iflue 
i have not the fmalleft apprehenfion. Genuine 
chriftidnity can well bear the fiery trial througlk 
which it is now paffing ; and while the drofs and 
the rubbifli are confumed, the pure gold will re- 
main uninjured, and will come forth from the fur- 
nace with inc'reafed luftre. 

I am, 

' Madam, &c. * 

-*■■•• ' J 

, . i ... .. • - 

' ' LETJER 
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LETTER X^. 

AnmadverfioM upon Mr. Wilberjorcis accotdit 9/ thi 

Umtorians^^CmcluJScn* 

Madam/ 

X H E profpe£l of reft after the to3 of a j^mrney/ 

is not more pleafant fo the weary traiTeller^ than to : 

me, and probably to my Teadert»is die near approaeh: 

of the concluGon of my -taflc. I requeft^tAdttlgencel 

therefore hut for one epiftle mores andlhefi, U having 

«* compl€ttfd tiiy ftrain, I will return to obfcurky*.*^ 

. Mr. W* proceeds, p. 476, to animaidycrt upen i]ie 

Unitarians ; and fitft, he apologises to hi^ orthodox 

reader, p. 475, for ^conceding the term to the daft* 

<' of perfons'* who maintain the proper humanity of 

Chrift. Mere words are never worth a difpu^ an4l 

if theworiS^ippers of three, or of three hundred,eqiia}y . 

infinite fpirit« choofis to caU themfolves Unitarkipsy* 

they have my free con&nt, provided they allow me • 

to life the word in what appears to me to be its pro* • 

per fenfe, i^d to apply it to that defcription pf per<» 

fons to whbm alone, ia my jUdgmenti it heloaga. 

A Unitarian^ euording to tht idea which I amum i^> 

the term, is on^ who does not qfcribe to a derived Beittr 

any attributes^ worhs, or honours^ which rea/on and rr»\ 

* Explebo numerum^itddarque tentbri$w 

K relation 
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relation appropriate to God. He therefore is not a 
Unitarian^ in the proper fenie qF the word, who 
either receives Jefus as truly God'; or who, in words 
ikihyiiig bis divinity, regards him at the iielegace of. 
the Father in the formation and adtiiniftration of 
the world; or, laftly, who offers any kind pf reli- 
gious addrefles to him. The do&rine of the Divine^ 
Unity i^ in^ed fo dearly: mealed both in the jewilb 
antl the ^hriftiaa firipturetf, that all ehriftfatia )m>— 
fe& to believe it in fome fenfe, though the majority- 
bold principles totally repugnajit to it. 

Mv. W. in the pltnitude of his cfariftiaa <cbari€f , 
o'bftrtes, p* 474) ^ that the account which bai i>eea 
^* given of the feeret but grand fonrce of infidelityy 
<^ inay perhaps juftty be extended, as being not fel« 
'^ dbm ttue in the cafe of tfaofe vA» 4e^y die fiu^ 
<( damentai doAtines of the goi^^el,** in other words, 
lAs-ifr^n peculiar opinions. NoW^th^ aeeoiint giTen- 
oj' the tbilree of infidelity, p. 472^ is thia^ ^ It ap* 
*^p<Bars plainly that infiideKty is generally thi ^Au 
'* fj^ring of prejudice, and that its fuccefs ift mainly ' 
^^ to be afcribed to the depravity of the moral €h»* 
^* raftrt.'* Such, it fcems, m Mr. W.*s eftimation,'is 
the ttue Account ^^ ^'^ general fuccefs of that'di»6* 
trtne, which wa* embraced by Newton, Lardncr, 
and Jcbb, and by many others, of the.mott fpIenSiid' 
takxits and unfpotted charaAers, who have devoted 
their time to the ftudy of the fcriptures, and who 
are greatly his fuperiors in every branch of facred 
•V ' literature. 
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literature. ^' This fuccefs is mathljr to be arcribed^ 
" to the depravity of the moral charafl«r/' Surely, 
this gentleman will, upon reflexion, for his owa, 
credit, retra£k his har(h and urijuft ceiifUre, which 
breathes a fpirit fo inconfiftent with that humility 
and candour which he every where profeiTes. What 
right can Mr. W. have to invade the province of the - 
Ohniifcieht Judge, and to arraign his fielloW-fervantSf 
atfd feUow^chriftians, of << moral depravity/' becaufe 
they ftri£bly adhete to, wh^t they believe to be, the 
genuine doArine of their cotnmon Mafter, and re*- 
foliitely Yt]t6t all opinions which in their judgment 
ate unauthorized, and untrue, by whatever epithets 
thjsy may be dignified, or by whomfoev^r they may 
be embraced, defended, or impofed ? 

tn the fame fpirit of charity,, Unitarianifm is re* 
prefented, p. 475, " as a fort of half-way houfe be- 
*^twcen orthodoxy aiid infidelity^" i^nd truly^- 
whatever might be the intention of ouiP^ealous aU«: 
thor, I, fot bne, aim far firom. being qfitnded witli 
the <|nsrtert he has ai&gned us } regarding them as 
a piopc^ medium between ineligible extrenies. Nor 
am I aflianied even to avow, titat^ of the two, I would 
rather approach the confines of cold and cheerlefs . 
fceptkiiftn, than the burning zone of mercilefs or-; 
thodoxy. For, upon the principles of infidelity,, at 
the very Worft^ all events takd place at random, and^ 
my iehmce is as good as that of another man* But> 
if iSt. W/s fyfliem be true, the univetfg ir titldirr titc^ 

-■■■■■- K ^ gpvcx\v* 



t^ A Review of Mr. Wtlherforce*s Treatije,, 

government of Omnipotent Maligi^itt; tfia^" 
«vhich no confideration can be more painful and 
alarming. 

At this half-way houfe we are told that a perfon 
travelling *' from orthodoxy to infidelity fometimes 
** indeed finally ftops ; but not unfrequently he only 
^* paufes there for a while, and then purfues his pro^ 
'* grcfs." Now, having myfelf been a refideht in it 
for fomc years, I may be fuppofcd to know a little 
more about it than Mr. W. And I can froni expe^ 
rience afiure that gentleman, that it is a very fafe, 
pleafant, aipd commodious, dwelling, in which if he 
would venture to take up his abode, he would. not 
be difpleafed either with his entertainment or his 
company. To enjoy the fituation however to the 
greateil advantage, he mu(t ceafe to look at objeds 
through the falfe medium of a fervid imagination, 
and mud view them in the ibber light of rcafion and 
truth. '^ When he becomes a man, he muft put 
^' away childiOi things." He will indeed lofe- ^fomei ' 
of his prefent viGonary raptures ; but the want of 
chefe will be abundantly compenfated by the en- 
largement and iimplldty of his views, by the in. 
creafed ftrength and comprehenfion of his mipdyaiid 
by the propen dire£lion of his religious aj£^lSUoi|8K. ; 
Oar author is miilaken if he means to reptfent . 
tie majority of thofe who enter thia manCon at on}y : 
fo}ourner8,/^paufing foria while, and then:j>ttrrufng . 
^< IJbcic progr^fs- to^r iniidelity.^ Some, it - mnft be 

c : confefled, 
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confefiedy of whom we once entertained better hope?, 
have deferted out focicty. We formed, alas, an er- 
roneous judgment of their charaders. ** They 
•* went out from us becaufe they were not of us ; if 
'*. they had been of lis, they would no doubt have 
.".continued with us*." They either did not un^ 
dcrftand their prineiples j or they were perplexed 
JMrith difficulties which perhaps patience and attetr* 
tion might hjive folved : or they did not fuiBciently 
feel the pra£lical energy of chriftian truth ; or they 
might poilibly be too much influenced by loire of the 
.world, to advancement in which, the profeflion of 
itnpopidar truth is no fmall ob(lru£lion. But it is 
not our province to judge. They have a Matter, to 
whom they are accountable ; and by his deciCon they 
aufi: abide* May that Sentence be favourable !-«r«Iii 
Itbe mean time, Mr. W. may be aflured,. that thfi 
number who have, left us are few in comparifoQ 
.with thofe whp. remain, or who are daily joining 
themfelves to our fociet}% And though the believers 
in certain ^^ peculiar doftrines" may think us extra^ 
vagant in our expeflations, I can-aiTure them that 
we do not deipair of the advent of a glorious period^ 
in the revolution of ages, when the Unitarian Church 
ihall comprehend in its ample inclofure the whole 
chriftianized world. 

Mr* W*. does the Unitarians the juftice to acr 
knowledge, p. 475, << that their teachers by no means 

• t Jphn«. J9, ... 
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** pvofefs to abfolve their followers from the unbemi* 
^ ing ftriAnefs of chriftlan morality. They prefcnbe 
** the predominant love of GoJ^ and an habitual 
•• fpirit of devotion." Left however they (hould be 
exalted above meafure by this liberal conceflion, ht 
adds, ^< But it is an unqueftionable fa£l, a faA which 
^< they themfelves a/wofi admits that this clafs of re* 
^' ligionifts>" as he is pleafed to ftyle them> *' is ndt 
*^ in general difllnguiihed for fuperior purity of life^ 
<^ and ftilllefs for that frame of mind, which, by the 
*^ injun&ion to' be fpiritually, tiot carnally minded^ 
1' the word of God prefcribes to us, as one of the 
f* fureft tefts of our experiencing the vital power of 
*• chriftianity.** * . : t 

Such is the very candid judgment which Mr. Wi 
forms of the moral and religious chara£lez of tiift 
Umtarians* How nearly refemblicg^ the temper, of 
the Pharifee in the parable ; 'f God, I thank thee^ 
*' that I am not as other men are, nor even as thit 
«^ publican." How clofely bordering upon that fu» 
percilious fpirit which our Lord reproves in the jews^ 
who concluded, becaufe *^ the Son of Man came eat- 
<* ing and drinking,'' and affeAing no habits of au- 
fterity or unneceflary fingularity, that he muft there- 
fore ^ be the friend, and aflbciate, of publicans and 
«* finners !'* But, be it known to Mr. W. and to all 
who, like him, are dif^ofed to condemn their bre- 
thren unheard, that if Ae Unitariant were indlneti 

to boaft in the chavtQefS 6f Acfe who have pro* 

fcffed 
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fefied their principles) " they have whereof to glory;" 
and that they could bring forward names qf allowed 
and tranfcendent excellence, to whofe diftinguifhed 
merits their enemies themfelves have been compel- 
led to bear their unwilling teftiniony. And if they 
took pleafure in expoHng the faults of their more 
orthodox brethren, they likewife have tales to un- 
fold, which would reflect little credit either on the 
parties or on their principles. But of fuch mutual 
reproaches ther« would be no end, nor can any ad- 
vantage accrue from them to any caufe. And J 
hope, that the only reply which chriftians who think 
with me will ever vouchfafe to charges of this kind) 
is by the filent eloquence and powerful argument of 
a virtuous and ufeful life. 

In the fame fpirit of charity, the author proceeds 
*to remark, p. a76, that ** in point of faft, Unitari- 
y anifm feems to be reforted to, not merely by thofe 
5* who are difguftcd with the ^^ peculiar dcnrines*^ o£ 
<* chriftianity (that is^ Mr. W.'s opinions), but by 
" thofe alfo who arc feeking a refuge from the 
*' ftriftnefs of her praftical precepts j and who more 
** particularly would efcape from ' the obligation 
'* which {lie impofes on her adherents, rather to in* 
" cur the dreaded charge of Angularity, than fall in 
" with the declining manners of a diflipated age." 
Upon this affertion I fhall only obferve, that for a 
perfon to profefs the obnoxious principles of Unita- 
riauifno in order to avoid the imputatioii of (ngula* 

K,4 ntfy 
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rity, is fomething like a man's cafting hrmfelf inta 
the fea to efcape drownings It wouM be an aft 
cf pure uifanity*, 

Mr. W^ p. 476^ attempts to account for the ad- 
million of " Unitarianifm, where it may be fiip- 
** pofed to proceed from the underftanding, rathev 
•• than from the heart,'*^ but wifely declines " enter- 
** ing into a controvcrfy," upon which he decides ft) 
peremptorily, and of which he knows fo little. Since 
however he has thought proper to aflign principles 
and motives to the Unitarians, fo widely different 
from the real grounds of theur faith and pra£lice, I 
will take the liberty in a few words to fet him right. 

The Unitarians believe, upon grounds common to 
all chriftbns, that Jefus of Nazareth was a divinely 
commiflioned teacher of truth and righteoufnefs> 
and that, having been publicly crucified by hk eac* 
mies, he was raifed from the dead on the third day« 
They regard it as an indifpenfible duty to believe 
whatever he was commifiioned to t^acb. And par- 
ticularly, upon the evidence of his dodrine and re^ 
furredlion, they expeft a general refurre£lion of the 
dead, *^ both of the juft and of the unjuft ^ and a; 
fubfequent ftafee of retribution^ in which all fliall be 
treated in exaft correfpondence with their moral 
charafters* 

* Numerous and increafing is the Unitarians certainly are, 
their number is ftill very fmail in proportion to that of the advo- 
cates for the popular fyftem, and the obloquy to which they are 
eipqled is notorious. 

'^ That 
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That Unitarians believe Jefus to have been a 
man, for the fame reafons for which they beliei»« 
the proper humanity of Peter and Paul, of Mofes 
and Abraham. He appeared as a man, he called 
himfelf a man, he was believed by all his compa.* 
siions and contemporaries to be a man, he had all 
tilt accidents of a man \ he wasbom, he lived, he 
ate and drank, and flept \ he converfed, he rejoiced, 
be wept, he fufiered, and he died as. other men. 

-That he wa>s nothing more than a man, pofleflM 
of exiraordinary powers and inveded with an extra- 
ordinary divine commtflion, and that he had no ex- 
tftecce previous to his birth, they believe, fimply 
upon this ground, that there is no evidence toprove 
the contrMry. It is not incumbent upon them,, nor 
do they pretend, to produce proof, that a perfon who 
appeared as a man was really fuch. If any maintain 
that Jefus of Nazareth was fomething more than ^ 
human being, whether an angelic, fuperangelic, or 
divine perfon, it i& their .bn^nefe to prove (heir aC» 
fertion. 

Evidence, fiich as it is, has been produced; and it 
confifts of certain texts of fcripture, chiefly taken 
from the New Teftament, which are thought. to 
teach^ or to imply, the do£lrine*« Now, (he Unita* 

nana 

"* A perlbn wh& has not paid particular attention to the Tub- 
jeft, would be (uqnrifed to find how very few texts thefe are 
which even feem dire^Iy to alTert the pre-eaiftenc^ of Chrift. if 

any 
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rians pledge .themfelves to fliew that all thefc paflagcs 
are either interpolated, corrupted, or mirundefftbod. 
This they do by critical inquiries, either into the 
authenticity of the text, or into its proper meaning 
in the connexion in which it Hands*. Unitarians 
therefore are univerfaily friends to a careful, dili- 
gent, and critical ftudy of the fcriptures. 

Here the argument reds. No fatisfaftory evi- 
'dence having been produced of the pre-exiflence 
and deity of Jcfufl of Nazareth, the "doftrinc of 
courfe falls to the ground \ and with it all thofe 
anti*chri&ian opinions which are blended with it, or 

I ny one \$ defirous to learn the true do£^rine of the New Tcfta- 
iineDt upon this fubjc£k, let him colIe£k the texts that aretliought 
dlre£tly or indire£lly to fupport it, and llkewife thole in which 
the titles, attributes, works, and honours of Deity are thought 

fo He afrriV»e/^ to Ohrift • aw' ^/>»*^r>«MJ«-«~ »•- •» «..-*« «~»i-»»~ rri*"*«i 

of thefe texts by the writers for and againft the pre-exilUVAce 
and deity of Chrift, a ferious and unprejudiced inquirer will 
fbon difcover on which fide the weight of argument lies. This 
-is the true way of afcertainiDg the point in qutftion. But it re- 
quires time, labour, patience, and candour. It is a much fiiortlr 
and eaficr courfe, ro fay at once of a do£^rtne, ^* that it is the 
'* pffspriag of prejudice, and that its fuccefs is mainly to be 
" afcribed to the depravity of the moral character/* 

♦ Sec the Commentary of Grotius, Dr. Lardner*s letter on 
the Logos, Mr. Lindfey's Apology for reigning the Vicarage of 
Cattdrick, and the Sequel to that Apology; alfo, Hopton Haynes 
on tb« Attributes of God. For the do£lrine of the primitive 
Chufch concoroigg tU^ perfon of Chrift, (er Dr, Prieflley's 
Hiftory of ll^xly Opioyms. 

flow 
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ih)w from it. To maintain, that a more Iplendid 
and coftif fcheme of redemption would have b^en 
more effieaclous, and more worthy of God, is highly 
indecent. It is arraigning infinite Wifdom at the 
tribunal of human Folly. The fa£): is, that God has 
mAuaUy ** fent the man Chrift Jcfus to favc us from 
** our iniquities :*' and we arc furc that this method 
tt' falvatioh is the beft, becaufe God hath chofen 
it. 

This (hort abRraA of Unitarian principles wil! 
enable us to judge of the value of an argument pro* 
^ofed in a work entitled Catvinifm and Socinianifni 
Compared, upon which Mr. W« p. 476, pafles t 
very high encomium ; and 'the amount of which is^ 
^* We Calvinifts being much better chriftians than 
^* you Sociniansi our doftrine muft of courfe be 
^tfue/* 

To this ^ mattcrty defence of the doftrmes of 
<' chriftianityi and acute refutation of the t>ppofit6 
•' errors,** Mr, W. and his friends are highly weU 
eome. The Unitarians will not trefpafs upon the 
holy ground. We have learned, that ^^ not he who 
^'coaunendeth hlmfelf is approved, but whom the 
^ Lord commendcth*:" and, fatisficd with this, wq 
Irait with cheerful confidence the decifion of that 
day ^^ which (hall try every man's work." In the 
mean time we reft our caufe upon the fcriptures 
cificicaUy examined, and jiidicioullycxplaiped* TliU 

- •! Cor. X. !»• 
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way of reafoning is branded, in the famie ^ mafterif 
^^ performance V' as ^'mangling and altering the 
** tranflation to our own minds:'' which brings to 
xny recolle£lron .the honeft quakev's exclamation;. 
** O argument ! O argument ! the Lord rebuke thee.^ 
From the rafh cenfures of petulant ignorance, w« 
appeal to the deliberate judgment of men of enlight- 
ened minds and. found learning; who tedify tfi^it 
regard to the fcriptures, not by empty profeflions, 
nor by blind fubmilSon to vulgar interpretations, 
but by making them the fubjedl of candid, ferious^ 
and impartial inveftigation ; and in /ucb ^ QOjUPt we 
expe£l with copfid^nce a favourable verdi£^. 

I have now, Madam, finiihed the drift ures, whic]^ 
at your requeft I drew up, on " Mr. W;"fi Pra^icai 
** View of« the prevailing religious Syftem of prc^ 
^* fefled Chriftians;" and which, t^ugh originally 
intended for your private ufc, I hare confented, 
with youp pemnflion, and at the defire of foipe can- 
did, and judicious friends,. to fubmit to the public 
eye. My intention in writing has not been to de« 
preciate Mr. W.'s charader \ for I think well both 
of his underftanding and of his heart'; and the 
goodnefs of his intentions in the publication before 
ti6 cannot be too highly applauded. Leaft of al> 
has it been my wifli to difparage genuine and prac- 
tical chriftianity. My defign has been, to ihcw that 
the wo^thf writer is totally miftaken in the means by 

* Calvini(ro and Socinvaxiilhi Coonpared, p. a^i* 

which 
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which he would accomplKh his benevolent purpofe of 
making men wifer and better; and that the opinions 
which he reprefents as the ^^ grand pecunarities ** of 
chriftianity are erroneous in the extreme, and defti- 
tute of all fupport from the fcriptures; that thef 
calumniate human nature, and derogate exceedingl]^ 
both from the moral chara£ler and from the abfo* 
lute fupremacy of God; that they magnify pofitive 
rites to a degree which muft necefiarily diminifli the 
attention to moral duties ; alfo, that they tend to 
contrail the mind, and to fill it with vifionary fpe« 
culationsy with gloomy apprehenfions, and too often 
with malignant palBons, the reverfe of the liberal 
and cheerful fpirit of genuine chriftianity. Upon 
thefe fubje£ks I hope that I have exprefied myfelf in 
a manner becoming a candid and ferious advocate 
for truthj without bitternefs or undue warmth* I 
truft alfo, that what has been advanced cannot eafily 
be mtfunderjhodi though I do not flatter myfelf that 
it will not be' mtfrepnftnttd. How far I may have 
fucceeded in my profefled defign, muft be left to 
your fuperior difcernment, and to the judgment of 
an impartial Public. 

I have the honour to be, Madam^ 
Your moft obedient fervant^ 
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TO THE 



RIGHT HONOURABLE AND RIGHT REVEREND 



FREDERICK, 



LORD BISHOP OF DERRY. 



AMONG ^Q few of your Lordfhip's Eccle- 
fiaftical Dignity, who have nobly dared to aflert the 
Rights of Civil and Religious Liberty, and thought 
no aSion foreign or unfuitable to their holy profeffiony 
which could advance the interefts of mankind — the 
Bifhops of the fee of Derry have been the moft 
diftinguiftied j and your Lordfliip, though laft, not 
leaft, amongft that Jacred band. 

If I had, therefore, no private favours to ac- 
knowledge—no perfonal efteem or regard to teftify, 
which no one knows to value more highly, or can 
hold more dear, than myfelf— I fliould ftill look up 

A3 to 
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to you as the ableft Advocate for that liberty I have 
claimed, and fblicit the fanflion of your name to 
patronize thefe Difcourfes. 

The purpofe for which they were written, will 
juftify this choice. 

To difpel from Chriftianity that dark cloud of 
myjteryy which has been fo long hanging over it, 
and to exhibit it in its native drefs, in which we 
fee it in the Scriptures, and thus to recommend it to 
its votaries, and attach them to its fervice, was the 
defign of this publication. 

To effect this, I have exercifed the right of 
private judgment in my Interpretations of the 
Scriptures, neither prcfuming to be itifeUible myfelf, 
nor acknowledging that claim in others. I have 
thus endeavoured to place our Religion upon its 
only firm and immoveable bafis — the Word of God 
explained by every individual for himfelf. 

Could we once be brought to think, that the 
worft Herefy is a bad life — that no Church can be. 
in Danger^ which has no corruptions in it — that 
the only Atonejnent for our fins, is Repentance and 
Amendment— that the Faith we ought to contend 
for is, *' That which was once delivered to the SaintsJ*^' 
Could we. but agree about ^t^Q fundamental ^Tix is of 
our religion, it would matter little, how much we 
difajrreed about the reft. Were thofe barriers beaten 
down, which have been kept up, to create diftmc- 

ticns. 
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tions, and kindle animofities— inftead of a unity of 
opinion^ which canmt be obtained, we might be held, 
together by the only bond that can be lafiing> and 
known by the only mark of difl:in<Sfcion that is worth 
preferving, it being the true Chrijiian one — our love 
and good-will towards each other. 

The happy effefts of this Chriftian temper, have 
been widely fpread throughout youf Lordfliip's 
diocefe. That liberality of mind and equal regard 
which you have always (hewn to good men of all 
denominations, has helped to unite the moft dif- 
cordant fefts — to foften the rancour which Prejudice 
and Bigotry had foftered — and as far as it was 
neceffary for every good purpofe of Ibciety, melted 
down into a general uniori, thofe jarring and dif- 
fonant opinions ; and made all confpire to promoter 
the happinefs of each other; the diftinguifliing ap- 
pellations of Catholic, Prefbyterian, and Churchman, 
have all been funk into the common name of 
Chriftian. Aud the only ftruggle that now fubfifts 
between them is, which (hould give the greateft 
proofs of their zeal, ahd their afFeilion to their 
common Friend and Patron, 

And is it to be wondered at, that fuch peace 
and unanimity fhould now prevail in a city, once 
tile feat of party rage and religious hatred ? The 
citizens alike perceiving, that your differing from 
any individual in opinion, produced in you no di- 
minution 
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minution of perfonal regard for hinti caught the (aine* 
liberality of fpirit, and were a(9:uated by. the famd 
fentiments towards each other. I'hus when your 
Lordfhip nobly propofed to ere£l a Chapel for the 
Roman Catholics of Derry, there was not a Church- 
man or Sedlary, who did not eagerly adopt your 
truly Catholic principle, and contend for the honour 
of laying the firft ftone of that edifice*., The 
EJiabUJhment^ in particular, faw no Danger to them- 

felves 

* What fatisfadion it maft have afforded to a 
liberal mind, to have feen the Biihop of the Diocefe, 
with the Titular Biihop, joined by the Mayor of the 
Corporation, the Dean of the Cathedral, and the Two 
DifTenting Miniflers, all going in proceflion to lay the 
firft ftone of the Popifh Chapel ; which is now com- 
pleted, and affords an example that does honour to the 
Prelate, and to the citizens that followed it. Blufh, 
ye zealots and bigots, and learn for once a leffbn of 
good-will and Chriftian charity, from thofe ye have 
been taught to hate and to defpife.— We have had our 
proceffion too in this couatry, (or rather our auto 
DA fb) ; but it has been of a far different kind from 
that above-mentioned. It was not indeed per- 
80NALLY ATTENDED by Bijhops and Magiftrates, 
nor was it fet on foot with the defign of laying the firfi 
ftone of any place of txjorjhip ; but with the oppofite 
intention of not leamng one ftone upon another in 'a,ny 

religious 
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felvcs from performing the offices of friendfliip and 
toimanity towards the members of a different Combi^ 
munion; nor did thej pollute the name of their 
Churchy to iandfify Oppreffion, Violence, and Wrong,. 



•pudet haec opprobria nobis 



Et dici potuiiTe, et non pptuifle refellK 

Your own liberal example, my Lord, has con^ 
fyired with the wifdom of the Legiflature, which has 
had no occafion to regret the conceffion of a full 
enjoyment of religious rights to the Diflenters of 
Ireland ; as it has found, that the obligation to the 
difcharge of civil duties, has not been leflened, but 
increafed, by fuch a grant. And let us hope, that 
the time is coming, when this wife policy will be 
adopted by every Legiflature \ — when not only the ^ 
Proteftant Diflenters, but every other clafs of 
Chriftians, will enjoy both their Religious and Civil 
Rights ; — and wh^n the State fliall wifely avail itfelf 
of the abilities and integrity of every citizen — and 

when 

religious ftrudlure, whofe form was not exaftly ac» 
cording to the plan laid down by the State. Such is 
the difference between building and burning / The one 
proceeding from the true Chriftian fpirit of bene- 
volence and good-will to all : The other, from the 
blind and furious rage of perfecuting zeal and in«» 
tolerant bigotry. 
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when vSive exertions in behalf of Civil and Religious 
Liberty, will be the only Te/l that remains for a free 
and happy people to give of their zeal for a country^ 
which merits their attachment, by blef&ng every 
virtuous inhabitant with equal and impartial privi* 
leges. 

I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 
With great efleem aad regard^ 
Your Lordship's 

ft 

Very obliged and obedient 
Humble Servant^ 



GEO. ROGERS, 
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Matt, xvi. i8. 

Upon this Reck 1 will build my Church,, and the. Gates 
of Hell Jhall not prevail againji it. 



OUR Saviour having worked many miracles^ 
in teftimony of his divine miflion, was willing to 
learn, whether thefe proofs had produced theirproper 
effects, by leading men to conclude, that they were 
certain evidences of his being the Mefliah. He 
aflced his Difciples, faying, " Whom do men fay, 
that I, the fon of nr.an, am?" .He affumes no 
title above others ; but ranks himfeif with the reft of 
.mankind ; with all thofe who were equally " the 
fons of men " with himfeif; and leaves it to 
them to make the diftindtion which marked the 
peculiarity of his charaSer ; tiiat they might afcribe 
it to the works he had perfoimed, and not to any 
thing naturally fuperior to others in his perfon. The 
anfwer they made was, '* Some fay, that thou art 
John the Baptift ; fome Elias ; and others Jeremias ; 
or one of the Prophets," However miftaken they 
were with regard to the exaft perfon of Chrift, yet 
every one agreed in lookii^ upon him as a human 

B \€V5V%,^ 
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being, though endued with authority, and a divine 
commiffion. He afks again, '* But whom, fay ye, 
that I am ?'* They had been his conflaiit attendants, 
had heard his doftrines, and feen his miracles, and 
were qualified to give a moft exprefs anfwer to. this 
queftion. Accordingly, Simon Peter ^nfwered, and 
faid, '' Thou art the Chrift, the Son of the living 
God/' /• €, Thou art the MeiEah, the expefted 
Prophet, that was to come into the world. His 
being " the Son of the li\?ing Tjdd " was peculiar to 
him, in this refpecl oniy, that he was highly favoured 
in having a divine commiifion given him; and' 
deferved the title in a more eminent degree than 
others, on account of his exemplary virtue, and 
perfeft obedience to the will of God ; for all good 
men are, in Scripture, ftiled *' Sons of God," 
though in a fenfe inferior to that which is applied 
to Chrift. Peter gave fo juft a defcriplion, of the 
perfon and charafter of Chrift, that our Lord " 'an- 
*' fwered, and faid ^unto him, Blefied art thou, 
*' Simon Barjona; for flefh and blood hath not 
'' revealed it unto thee, but my Father, which is in 
'' Heaven ; and I alfo fay unto thee, that thou art 
" Peter, and upon this Rock I will build my 
^* Church, and the Gates of Hell fliall not prevail 
" againft it." That is, Happy are you, that you 
have formed this opinion of me, and have not taken 
it up lightly, or from mere report, but have con- 
cludcd from conviftion, that I could not have done 
the miracles which you have feen, or taught the 

' « * do6lrinc 
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do<51rine yoik have heard, if I had not been commiffioned 
by my hea\ edy Father to fill the office, and anfiVer 
the charafter you have afcribed to me. And this I 
affirm to you, that the confeffion of faith w^hich you 
have now made, and the belief of this finglc article, 
of my being the Meifiah, is that fundamental truth, 
on v/hich my religion (hall be e(tabli{hed ; and what- 
ever may be the attempts of its enemier, to prevent 
its reception in the world, it fhall it ill fpread, and 
finally prevail over all oppofition. 

This is the evident meaning of the text. But as 
the ufe of words without clear and precife ideas an- 
nexed to them, gives occafion to the grofTefl errors, 
and the moft material perverfion of the plaineft 
things ; and as this cffeA has been produced in no 
inftance more remarkably, than in the mifconception 
of what is really meant by the word church ; I 'fhall 
in the following difcpurfe confider, Firfl, the fcripture 
meaning of that term ; and fhall. Secondly, fhew, 
that according to our Saviour's declaration, no 
danger can poffibly befall it, 

Firfl, The word " Church," in fcripture, as well 
as in profane authors {a)j invariably means an " Af* 

B 2 fembly.'' 

f^aj £xx^9)^»ft9 amongil the Greeks^ meant an Af« 
fcmbly, called together upon any public bofinefs, to 

enadl laws &C. ECovXojuiiy ^iv uv, u A^rotioi, roc ExxXi^osa^ 
viro ruv E(pBT*iKOTei)if o^uq hotxHO'den, ^fchines paflini.-<^ 
Gkvv Zifk>.iiitn», Deorum conciliuih, an AfTembly of the 
Gods. Lucian. 
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fcmbly." Wherever there was a number of Chrif- 
tians^ fmall or great, coUeSed together, that meet- 
ing was called ^< a church ;'' and it took: its name 
from the perfons who aflembled, not the place in 
which they met. Nor was it any particular order or 
defcription of perfons amongft them, but the whole 
body affembled that conftituted this " Church.** A 
few inftances will ferve 'to prove this. '' Salute 
Prifcilla and Aquila, and the church- which is in their 
houfe (b) :*' which means a number of perfons pro- 
feffing Chriftianity, in that particular houfe or family) 
and has no manner of relation to the place itfelf where 
they were aiTembled ; but the perfons or family in it 
are ftiled ** the church." ** No church com-- 
municated with me, but ye only (c).*' The Apoftle 
addrefles himfelf to the Philippians, as *^the church;" 
remarking the difference between dieir conduct 
towards him, and that of others. ** Ye are come 
to the general ajfembly^ and church of the firft 
born (</j." Thefe terms are fynoriimous, and fo 
they are tranflated in two paflages of the A£ls. 
" The aflcmbly was confufed." " He difmifled the 
affembly f^J j" which fenfes could not be given to 

the 

(h) Rom. xvi. 15. 

(c) Phil. iv. 15. 

(d) Heb* xii. 23. 

(e) A6ls xix. 32. 40. n E«»6Xa)(TJ« ci/y%i;^/<m'% ««- 
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the word churchy fuppofing it to have been the place 
of meeting. " If the whole church be come to- 
gether in one place (f) ;" that is, if all the chriftians 
. of a certain diftrift be aflemblcd together. Thefe 
and other inftances in fcripture oblige me to give 
this conftruftion to the word ExxX»i<r»a. The congre^ 
gation^ and not the place, forms the idea of it. 

As there was no particular place appointed for 
thefe meetings, fo neither were there any perfons ap- 
pointed to prefide, with any degree of power or 
authority, over the reft j but a general equality pre- 
vailed amongft them. They acknowledged no other 
fuperior than Chrift. He is ftiled, ** the Head of the 
Body, the Church (g) : that is, the whole fociety. 
And to fliew the perfeft equality that fubfifted 
between the members of it, they are all ftiled 
brethren. " The Head of every man was Chrift (^)." 
He had no other fuperior in religious matters. — ^The 
Apoftles themfelves enjoyed no power but what 
related to their divine miflion ; the power of working 
miracles, of prophefying, and (peaking with tongues. 
And even thefe powers were imparted, by the 
Apoftles, to all chriftians in general, and were not 
confined to any particular order amongft them, 
Stephen (i)^ ,who was chofen by the congregation 
to the menial office of ferving tables, preached, 

6*3 . f and 

(/) 1 Cor. xiv. 23. (g) ColofT. i. iS. 

(hj I Cor. xi. 3. ' (ij Ads vi. 5. 8. 
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** and did great wonders and miradles among the 
people." The quahfications required of thofe who 
were to fill the moft important offices in the church, 
were age, piety, and prudence j and as far as the 
powers of perfuafion, example, and gravity could go, 
they might excrcife them to the full : but fupremacy 
and fpi ritual dominion they had none; and where 
the interefts of the gofpel were not immediately con- 
i:erned, the Apoftles and Elders had no more power 
than private chriftians. If an offence was committed 
by one chriftian againft another, and the matter 
could not be fettled privately, or by the friendly 
interference of one or two others, the church itfelf, 
that is, the whole aflembly of chriflians, was con- 
fulted in the laft refort (i). *« If he fliall negka 
to hear them, tell it to the church.'* If he did 
not fubmit to this decifion, he was excluded the 
(bciet)^ which was the whole of their excommunica- 
tion. The rules relating to this difcipline, amounted 
to little more than a direction not to keep bad com- 
pany ; and the great bond of union which held this 
fociety together, was love and charity. 

This is the account we have of the church which 
Chrifl eftablifhed j which, for its piety and fim- 
plicity, may well deferve our admiration. And if a 
comparifon were drawn between // and modern 
churches, the utility and advantages it pofTefles, 

above 

^ij Mat. xviii. 17. 
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above thoie human inftitutions ; nay, I had almoft 
(aid, its direct oppofition to them all, would be toot 
confpicuous to be diilembled. There was no ftre(s 
laid upon the place where chriftians (hould meet, nor 
any intimation given, that one fort of edifice was 
more proper than another to aflemble in, for the 
worihip of God ; a peculiarity, which with fome 
people, enters very much into their idea of a true 
church, and of theeiBcacy of their prayers oflered up 
in it. All were invited into it, without any dif- 
crimination of feft or party, gentile as well as jew. 
** Preach the gofpel to every creature ^/^," was the 
Commiffion> and the terms were as plain: " He that 
believeth, and is baptized, (ball be faved/' The 
conditions of admiflion into a church, at this time, 
are not fo eafy. Many things are required to be 
believed, which are not in the gofpel, before a perfon 
is allowed to «enter into it. It cannot therefore be 
** preached to every creature" in that unlimited 
degree it was ordered, as there are many who refufe 
to receive it, on account of thofe other articles of 
faith which have been fuperadded to it. There was 
no diftinft order of men who had exclufively ap- 
propriated to themfelves the denomination of the 
^church, or what we now 'call the clergy. But 
** unto every believer was given grace, according to 
«' the meafure of the gift of Chrift (ni)J'* In greater 

degree 
(I) Mark xvi. 15. 16. 

(m) Ephef« iv. 7. ii. 12. i Cor. xii. 7. xi« 
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degree indeed to fome than to others ; and for the 
ibic purpofe *' of perfefting the faints for the work of 
** the miniftry, for the edification of the bod^r of 
" Chrifti" not to be lords over the faith of others, 
or to exercife a fpiritual fupremacy. We read indeed 
of Elders and Bilhops, or Overfeers, who were to 
iiifpcil the condudl of their chriftian converts, and 
who, from their age were fitteft to add the force of 
example to the piety of their precepts. And thefe 
venerable teachers are defcribed under the image of 
ihepherds and guides ; offices in themfelves, low and 
humble, but fan<Elificd by the ufe they were to make 
of them ; which was to fecure their followers from 
error, and lead them into the way of truth ; not to 
blind their eyes and (hut out the light of their under- 
ftandings, and then make them believe that they 
were in the right path. The Apoftles, and firft 
preachers, undertook a burthen, not an office of 
power and authority ; they were better and poorer 
than other people, not their lords and matters. The 
officers which are now fuppofed ncceflary to con- 
ftitute a church, vaftly exceed thofe of the primitive 
one in number, and fall as much (hort of them in 
point of utility (n). Nor w^as the difcipline of the 

• church 

■ ^ . ' e J • 

(n) In our common idea of the Englifli church, the 
body of the people is hardly included. It is fuppofed. 
to conlill of the King, as foprcme head; of A^ch- 

, I .;•,,.: .;.-..... bilkops. 
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church of Chrift exercifed with any feverity. '* The 
delivery of men over to Satan (^^," was by no means 
a coofigning them to the punifhment of the damned 
in the next world, after having tortured tliem to 
death in this. Amendment, not their deftrudioiv 
was the obje<St, It was done, that they '* might 
learn'* not '* to fpeak ill" of religion, vidiich was 
of fo holy a nature, as not to admit a bad man into 
it. And thefe perfons whom the Apoftle fpeaks of^ 
were of the moft abandoned caft ; apoftates ; men 
who had both facriHced their faith and confcience,: 
and become fuch a difgrace to their calling, that they 
Were fit only to afTociate with the profligate and im* 
moral ; with rfiofe who were " enemies" to the 
gofpel, and its greatcft "oppofers." ^ This deliver- 
" ing over to Satan," is very diflFerent from deliver- 
ing over to the civil magiftrate and the executioner j> 
and if they had not ^ made (hip wreck of a good 
cpnfcience f^)," as well as their " faith," they 
would not have been treated as bad men, but as mif* 

taken^ 

bifhops, Biftiops, Priel!s, Deacons> Deans, Arch- 
deacons, Convocations, Chancellors, Treafurers, Prae-, 
ccators. Prebendaries, Canons, Petty Canonsj Rediors,, 
Vicars, Curates, Chaplains, Choriders, Organiftsj. 
Parifh Clerks, Vergers, Sextons, &c. Vide Robertfon's 
Attempt to explain the words Rcafon, Subftance, &c. 
p. 171. 

(oj.s Tim. i. 19, zo. C^J t Tim. i. 19. 
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taken ones. The infliftion of tortures, and death, in all 
its hideous forms, for a want of faith, in what reafon 
cannot comprehend, or for entertaining a doubt 
about the authority which impofes fuch a belief, Vas 
a refinement in cruelty referved for later ages of the 
church. The apoftles and firft chriftians had learned 
a better leffon from their m after, *•* who came not 
to deftfoy mens* lives, but to fave them (g^)>" And 
tiiis he faid, when his difciples wanted him *• to call 
down fre from heaven" to confume thofe dijfentert 
and heretics^ the Samaritans [r)\ he told them *' they 
knew not what the true fpirit of their religion was j** 
that it breathed nothing but love and charity, and 
embraced all mankind^ as brethren ; and that no dif- 
ference of worfhip, or of religious opinion, ought to 
abate their good will, or leilen their good a£tions, 
one towards another. 

Having confidered the fcripture meaning of the 
word " church," I fliall fecondly {hew, that accord- 
ing to our faviour's declaration, no '' danger" can 
pofEbly befall it. 

Had all other churches been built with the f^e 
materials with the *' church of Chrift," there would 
never have been any complaint about their decay, 
or apprehenfions for their fall. That Jefus was the 
"Chrift" « the fon of the living God," was the 
** rock upon which the church of Chrift was built." 

It 

(q) Luke ix. 57. (r) Lukeix.^f. ^ ' 
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It has withftood flie ravages of time, the violence of 
the floods, and the fury of the ftorras that have 
beaten upon it; and nothing has. been able to (hake 
it, for^ it was founded upon a '^ rock (s).** Other 
churehps have fince been faid to be conftru£lcd upon 
this model 5 but the danger they are now in, from 
the decayed ftate of them, plainly proves that they 
were built upon a very difFerei^t foundation. The 
apoftle tells us, '' Other foundation can no man lay 
than that is laid,'' which is " Jefus Cbrift." Now 
it is certain, an attempt has been made to lay a very 
different foundation, and to build upon it. Several 
other propofitions, quite contrary to chriftianity^' and 
deftruftive of it, are deemed its fundamental truths ; 
but as they arc neither agreeable to reafon, nor the 
word of God, it cannot be expelled they fliould have 
his power or fanftion to fupport them. The founda- 
tion that is^ laid by the " apoftles and prophets" will 
remain firm and unmoveable; but " if any man 
' ** build upon this foundation, wood, hay, ftubble, 
*' his work (hall be made manifeit ; the day {hall 
" declare it, becaufe it (hall be revealed by fire, and 
'' the fire ftiall try every man's work of what fort it 
" is(t).'* Wherever the fiftions of men (hall be 
fubftituted for the word of God, or a motley mixture 
of abfurd arid unfcriptural doftrines fhall be fuper- 
added to it, it fhall plainly appear ** whofe work it 



is.'* 



(s) Luke vi. 48. (t) i Cor. iii. xi. 12. 13 



( 14 ) 

IS.'* Revelation and myftery — light and darkneis, 
are (o oppofite to each other, that if men are fu^ 
fered to ufe their reafon and fenfes, they never can 
be under a miftake about them ; and whef) once they 
fhall exercife their faculties in the feaich after tntth, 
and bring their opinions to their only teft, the 
fcriptures — then will come the fiery trial to the hay, 
wood, and fluhble — to the whole fabric of error, 
which has been building for ages, and will pafs away 
like a vifion* Such an antichriflian church as this, 
muft ever be in danger ; and no wonder that the 
members of it are in fuch conflant alarms about it. 
If any worldly power could procure it aid, it has 
every fecurity which that can give* Large revenues 
are allotted to its defence, and every allurement held 
out to thofe who will engage in its fervice. It is 
guarded by reftriftions, fenced in by pains and 
penalties, and is by law established. With all 
thefe fupports, ft ill it is in danger^ and ever crying 
out for help. Sure this betrays fome very great 
weakncfs within, as it is fo well defended from with- 
out ! Great is the power of the civil magillrate, but 
no power can make a propofition true, which is in 
itfelf falfe ; or maintain, by force, the reafonablenefs 
of injudicious laws. He may filence the voice of 
truth, but is not able wholly to Jiifie it. He may 
bribe men to profefs the grolTeft contradicHon — but 
no authority can infift upon their believing it. Moil 
human eftablifliments of religion have been pro- 
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duftive of floth, ignorance, and hypocrify in its pro- 
feflbrs— cramping the beft Acuities of the mind, and 
enflaving it to prieftcraft and folly. The religion 
of Chrift ftands in no need of fuch affiftance, and can 
fupport itfelf by its own flrength, and its own evi- 
dences. It not only made its way in the world, at 
its firft promulgation, without the aid of the civil 
power, but in oppofition to it ; and thi^ at a time 
when it was preached by a few poor, friendlefs, and 
illiterate fifhermeh. Thefe firft preachers had no 
rewards to diftributc, no honours to beftow ; nothing 
to intereft their followers, or retain them in their 
caufe. On the contrary, bonds, imprifonment, and 
death, were their certain portion. Yet notwlth- 
ftanding all thefe difcouragements, they went forth 
to the conflidl, with no other armour than truth, and 
no other comfort than a good confcience. With 
thefe, in a fliort time, they overcame the prejudices 
of the Jews, the idolatry of the Gentiles, and efFe<Sed 
a revolution in religion, when every power in this^ 
world was combined to crufli it. Could natural 
means have produced fo fudden and fo wonderful a 
convulfion ? No ; the fame power that firft gave 
rife to chriftianity, continued to fupport. it. But it 
has met with oppofition, not only from open enemies, 
but falfe friends ; and the latter have done it more 
differ vice than the former j under pretence of what 
they have called eftablilhing, they have helped to 
undermine it, and dcftroy its efficacy -, and in order 

C x^ 
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to improve what was already perfeft, "they have 

added fuch errors and corruptions, as are a fcanddi 

and difgrace to it. And as men are fonder of their 

own inventions than they are of truth, they have 

guarded thefe fiftions with more care and jealoufy, 

than they have the vital principles of the gofpel. 

Thefe unfubftantial doflrines being in danger from^ 

the weakeft attack, the approach to them is diligently 

watched, and no lefs rigorous injunctions given to 

prevent a furprife, than were by Mofes to the 

Ifraelites, to keep them from Mount Sinai : -^* Thou 

'' fhalt fet bounds unto the people, round about, 

" laying, take heed to yourfelves, that ye go not up 

" into the Mount, or touch the border of it, whofo- 

** ever fliall touch the Mount (hall be furely put t§ 

*' death (v).'* Thus expofed as chriftianity has beea 

to the aflaults of its open enemies, and the mif- 

guided zeal of its falfe friends ; it has ftill furmounted 

all difficulties, has even gained firength by opppfition, 

and proved the truth of our Saviour's prediction, 

'' that the gates of Hell (hall not prevail againft 

it," 

From what has been faid, thefe conclufions na* 

turally follow : 

Firft, Before we complain of the church being 

in danger^ we Should confider well what church wc 

mean. If it be the " church of Chrift," our fears 

are vain j for we are affured by our Lord himfelf, 

no 

(vj Exod. xix. 12^ 
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no danger fhall befall it. But if we be anxious for 
any other church, our fears are too well founded ; 
and there is no way to remove them, but by making 
it as like the former as poiHble, both in difcipline and 
do£irine ; and holding the fame confeflion of faith, 
Which was fo much applauded by our Saviour; which 
was only this, "That Jefus is the Chrift, the fon of 
the living God;" 

Secondly, As Chrift declared, tliat " his kingdom 
was not of this world,'* it is impoffible that " his 
church" can form any alliance with it. It muft be 
a wonderful converfion, and a long time muft elapfe 
before that great prophecy will be fulfilled, " when 
the kingdoms of this world fliall become the king- 
doms of our Lord, and of his Chrift (x).'* Hitherto 
there has been fo little agreement between them, that 
as vi^ell might there be, *' a concord of Chrift with 
Btlial," or truth with fable, as a junflion formed 
betwixt them* For, fo unlike is the ^ feith once 
deliv.ered to the faints," to that which Conftantine 
enjoined, that if any thing could have ruined chrif- 
tianity, it was the eftabjifliment of what pafled under 
that name by the powers of this world. It is an 
infult to fuppofe, that divine power can ftand in need 
of human aid. 

Laftly, The trueft Friends to the church, are 
thofe who would reftore it to its original purity and 
fimplicity. That " being rooted and built up in a 

C 2 " holy 

(^x) Rev. xi. 15. 
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** holy faith" they may " prcfent it a glorious 
** church, not having fpot, or wrinkle, or any fuch 
** thing, but be holy and without blemifli (y).'* 
And when this is done, and not before, it may bid 
defiance to every enemy, and afTure itfelf, " that the 
" gates of Hell (hall not prevail againft it." 

To the King, eternal, immortal, invifible ; the 
only wife God, be afcribed honor and glory, 
now and for ever. 



(y) Colofn ii, 7. 
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Acts xxiv. 14. 15. i6, 

Bui this I cmfefi unto thee^ that after the way which 
they call Herefy, fo worjhip I the God of my 
fathers, believing all things which are written in 
the law and in the prophets ; and have hope /j- 
wards God^^ which they themfehes alfo allow^ that 
there jhall he a refurredHion of the dead^ both of 
the jujl and unjuji'y and herein do 1 exercife 
tnyfelfj to have always a confcience void of offence^ 
toward God, and toward men. 



IT was the fate of chriftianity itfelf, at its 
jfirft promulgation, to be branded with the name of 
herefy y and its preacher, St, PauJ, was called the 
great hereftarch^ '' a ringleader of the herefy of the 
Nazarenes," for fo the term fhould be tranflated in 
the 5th, as it is in the 14th verfe of this chapter. 

The word Herefy^ in the original, is in itfelf a 
term of no criminal import. It means no more than 
a choice \ as when difFerent religious opinions are 
propofed to the mind, it ^' chufes^* and embraces 
thofe which appear moft true and convincing. Ac- 
cording to this interpretation, there can be nothing 

wrong. 
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wrong, or criminal, in herefy; it being nothing 
more than the exercife of the mind upon fubjeds 
which deferve moft to employ it. Nor do we find, 
that it had an ill name given to it, in fcripture, hut 
when accompanied with vice, and when opinions 
were maintained, more for the purpofe of juftifying 
wickednefs than the fuppprt of truth. 

The Pharifees, among the Jewj, were a religious 
feft, or herefy j and though many individuals of this 
profeffion were juftly branded by our Lord, with the 
title of " hypocrites j" though they held the tradition 
of the elders, and rejefted the commandments of 
God ; yet, notwithftanding, we find an example of a 
virtuous charafter declaring himfelf a member of this 
fufpicious community ; and informing us, that after 
the ftraiteft (e6k (herefy) of the jewifli religion he 
lived a Pharifeo. (AUs xxvu 5.) The Sadducees 
formed another feft, whofe general tenor of pradtice 
and converfation, vras nearly as reprehenfible as that 
of the former, Thefe heretics are frequently clafled 
together j and the difciples of Chrift are warned 
againft the do6lrine of both. But we may remark, 
that although the particular opinions of the Sadducees 
were of the moft dangerous nature, and fuch as 
ftruck at the root of all religion, by denying the 
refurreSion of the dead j yet our Saviour, in his 
reafoning with them upon this fubjeft, only Cold 
them that they were miftaken, and that " they erred, 
not knowing j" that is, <• not underftanding the 

« fcnptures. 
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" fcriptures, nor the power of God." He ^ de- 
nounces no woe" againft them, as he frequently 
did againft the Pharifees, for their hypocrify; bu^ , 
*^ reafons" with them out of the fcriptures, and 
proves to them, the truth of what they before had 
denied. This inftance of lenity muft have proceeded 
from a diftincSion which our Lord made, between a 
miftake about the ienfe and meanrng of certain 
paflages of fcripture, and a breach of the plain and 
pofitive commands of God, where there could be no 
miftake at all. And the treatment thefe. heretics met 
with from our Lord, may ferve as a Icflbn to bigots 
andperfecutors. No hard names, nor ill language 
were given them • They were not threatened with 
fines, confifcations, and imprifonment, to make 
them retrafl their errors ; but much likelier means 
were made ufe of j reafon and argument ; gentlenefs 
and good-nature. They were treated as men under 
a miftake, whofe errors might be involuntary 5 and 
the iflues, perhaps, only of unfortunate inquiry. 
They might deferve compaffion, but not ill-ufage ; ~ 
for where there is no crime, there certainly ought ta 
be no punifhment. 

In all other places of fcripture where herefy- 
is fpoken of with difgrace, it is always on account 
of the evil pradices, and not the opinions, of thofe 
who were charged with itj in the epiftle to the. 
Galatians, (v. 20.) it is reckoned amongft ther 

works 



^orks of the flefli, " feditions, herefies ("a), envy* 
• ings, murders^ drunkennefs, and fuch like, and tHey 
who do fuch things, are told, " that they fliall not 
inherit the kingdom of God." They were excluded 
from the kingdom of God, for the bad anions v^hich' 
they did^ not the wrong opinions they maintained. 
St. Peter (i Ep. ii. i.) foretells, "that falfe teachers 
would come, who would bring in damnaHe herefies, . 
even denying the Bord that bought them, and bring 
upon themfelves fwift deftruSion." That they were 
not only apoftates, but fuch as were funk ia the 
grofleft vices, Is plain from the defcription given 
of them in this chapter.- The Apoftle fays, that 
many (hall follow their pernicious ivaysj or lewd prac- 
tices (^j :. and that God will punifli them for their 
wicked deeds, in the fame remarkable manner, as he - 
did the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

Stt Paul direfts Titus (iii. lo.) *^ to rejo£l a* 
man, that is an heretic, after die firft and fecond- 
sdmonkion:" and fubjoins>.as a reafon for this pro- 
/ ceeding,. 

fa) In this place it is poffible the word may mean* 
forties in the ftate^ Qit^ in temporal matters \ as it ia 
Joined Wi^ /editions, or dijfentions^ Tot^ woXflswo/xifot;^ fjJla^- 
$E(rS«i nr^o^ my Pa;/A»»<i;v AIPEIUN. Polyb. apud RapheU- 
Gal. i. 6. 

(i) Or Jilthinefs ; for many aocient ^QpA^&> the 
King's MS. and that in Magdalen College^ Oxford, v 
read a<7E^7f»0K. Vide Hammond. 
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acceding, ^* Knowing that he that is fuch, is fub- 
verted, and finneth ^ being condemned of himfelf." 
This is the character of an immoral member of the 
chriftian fociety, who, by being confcious of his 
having departed from the rules of it, muft himfelf 
approve of the fentence pafled upon him ; it has 
plainly this meaning and no other, for the Apoftle, 
in the verfes before, had been recommending an ex- 
jcmplary behaviour in believers ; that they fliould be 
careful to excell all others (c) in good works ; as 
fucji a conduct would be ufeKil and ferviceable, but 
that foolifh queftions, and contentions, were un- 
profitable :*nd vain ; and that the heretic, whom he 
was to rejeft, was one, who was fubverted, was 
turned out of the way (d)^ wherein he (hould have 
walked, and had finned, and fo become a difgrace 
to their fociety, and ought to be expelled from 
it. 

Thus it appears, that herefy, according to the 
fcripture notion, being not a pure miftake of judg- 
ment, but an embracing of do<ftrine known to be 
falfe by thofe who efpoufe it, out of difguft, pride, or 
envy, or from worldly principles, or to avoid per- 
fecution, or trouble in the flefh, may be well ranked 

among 

(^c) 7ta>Mv t^tav ar^oeta^M, praeefTe, to he at the head of 
■ good works, m^fi^Tour^m rti^» m^uyiMtlut^-'Tyii KyB/«ow«j# 
Demollh, 
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among carnal lufts, Hfince, are fuch men faid, 
" not to ferve Jefus Chrift, but their belly, (Rom. 
xvi. 1 8.) to teach what they ought not, for filthy 
lucre's fake (Tit. i. ii.) to account gain for god- 
linefs (i Tim. vi. 5.) and through covetoufnefs, 
with feigned words, to make merchandize of others.'* 
(a Pet. ii. 3.) And therefore the Apoftle doth not 
advife us, to convince, but only to admoniih, and 
reject the heretic, as knowing that he fins, being 
convicted by his own confcience (e). And where 
herefy is not taken up to ferve bad purpofes, and bad 
paffions, and is not pcrfiftcd in from a fpirit of pride, 
ftrife, and contention, but from a laudable oppofition 
to grofs errors, and bad practices : there it is fpoken 
of with commendation in the holy fcriptures. St. 
Paul, hearing of fome divifions in the church of 
Corinth, about the celebration of the Lord's fupper, 
writes to them to prevent the irregularities of be- 
haviour which had taken place there 5 and tells them, 
that thofe who had a proper fenfe of their duty, and 
that facred ordinance, fhould withdraw themfelves 
from fuch as had not : that by thus forming them- 
felves into a fele(S and feparate body, they might 
obferve fuch order and decency, as would be rendered 
confpicuous to all the reft : that fingularity in a good 
caufe was a virtue, and that they ought to be proud 
' of a diftindlion, when any good might be gained by 

it, 

{e) See Whitby on Gal. v. 19, quoted Jebb'« 

Works, ii, 148. 
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fc ^ For there mu/i be even herefies,^ fajrs he> 
** amongft you, that they, which are approved," 
that is, men of approved virtue, and who will ftand 
Ae teft, *' may be made manifeft among you.*' 
And that this never could be done, but by forming 
a fepvation, and oppofing good example to bad, in 
order to put a ftop to the abufes complained of. 
Here the heretics were the beft part of the congre*^ 
gation : not the leading party, who had behaved 
amifs; from whom the confcientious were ordered 
to divide and feparate, that they might manifeft their 
integrity. 

Having examined the word <* herefy," and fcea 
in what ienfe it is ufed in fcrlpture, we are not to 
wonder, that St. Paul was not at all ftartled at being 
charged with it. They had not yet began to ful- 
minate anathemas againft thofe who dared to think 
for themfelves, nor were the terrors of an inquifition 
held out to fuch obftinate ofFenders> This intolerance 
was referved for ^ later age. So long as our apoftle 
knew that the Jews could prove nothing criminal 
againft him, and his confcience told him that he had 
been guilty of no offence, either againft God or man, 
he held in contempt their accufation of being a ring- 
leader of the herefy of the Nazarenes ; and with a 
fpirit and courage, that truth and innocence infpires, 
openly declared to the Roman governors, that if to 
Pe a chriftian was an heretic, an heretic certainly he 
was^ but add§, that bis accufers were not aware^ 

D that 
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that by making him one, they had in a gre^t meafure^ 
included themfelves under the fame predicament. 
^ For, fays he, after the way which they call here/jiy 
(o worfliip I the God of my fathers." No new ohjeSl 
of worfliip is introduced ; the fame common parent 
* of mankind ; the fame almighty Beings to whom our 
nation owes fuch diftinguiflied marks of favour and 
protedlion. He is equally the God of Chrijliam and 
of Jews ; and all that he requires of either is ** that 
they (hould worfliip him, in fpirit and in truth." 
Whatfoever is written in the law, and the prophets, 
is equally the objefl: of the faith of both ; and the 
expeSation, which the Jews indulge, of a refur- 
reftion of the dead, and a * future recompence of 
reward; the -fame hope is the bafis of a chriftian's 
creed, and the diftinguifhing article of his religion ; 
that in this latter inflance, the difference did not 
refpcft the objeft but the degree of faith : for what 
the one onJy hoped for, as relying upon the goodnefs 
of God, the other was fully alTured of, by his having 
raifed up Chrift from the dead. 

This was St. Paul's confeffion of faith, which he 
made before the Roman governors, upon a charge of 
herefy brought againfl him by the Jews. It was 
thought a full and fatisfacSlory defence by the civil 
power, and ought to have filenced his accufers, if 
piety, worth, and virtue could have expiated the 
offence of differing from' them in opinion. It is a 
ihort formulary of faith, which the apoflle has given 

us ; 



{ «9 ) 

us ; it confifts of but few articles, and thofe very 
plain and intelligible ; no one who maintains the 
doctrines contained in it, ought to be charged with 
herefy, accordii^ to the modern acceptation of the 
term ^ and if he is, he may fhelter himfelf under the 
name and authority of St. Paul, who very frankly 
confefled, that what his enemies ftiled heretical, he 
confidered as the true religion. And what this is, 
it is well worth our remarking. Firft, Chriftianity 
has made no alteration in the objed of divine wor* 
fhip. ^^ Hear, O Ifrael, the Lord our God, is om 
Lord," is a truth equally infifted on by the chriftian 
as well as jewifh lawgiver* Oiir Saviour, in anfwer 
to the (bribe, fays, that the Jir/i of atl the com- 
mandments, was that which related to the unity of 
the Supreme Being; and as this was one of the firft 
precepts of the moral law, his declaration concerning 
it, confirms and ratifies the truth of it ; for he came 
not, he faid, to relax their duty in this refpe<a, but 
to ftrengthen, and give weight to their former 
obligations. It is on this foundation, that the apoflle 
Paul, builds the faith of a chriflian: " To us, (ays 
he, there is but om God^ the Father^** whom, in 
another place, he ftiJes, ^' the God of 'our Lord 
Jefus Chrifl:, the Father of glory." The unity, and 
fupremacy of God, is a truth of that magnitude and 
^importance, that the \^ole jewifh difpenfation, was 
framed to eftablifli it. To imagine that another 
difpen^ition,, oi; what indeed was only an extenfion of 

D % the 



Ae former, fliould unfettle, or undoy .what was d» 
original and grand defign of it, is to afcribe weak^ 
nefs and uncertainty to him " with whom is no 
variablenefs nor (hadow of turning.'* This is st 
truth which falls in with our firft^ and natural con>- 
ceptions of things : is what reafon loudly proclaim^ 
from the apparent unity of defign throughout all the 
works of God j and is an idea, which never can b« 
wholly fhut out of the mind, till it has been debauched 
by metaphyfical jargon, and the refinements of faMe phi- 
lofophy. Predufting the errors of an apoftate church, 
the prophet Daniel (f) informs us, that an heathen 
potentate (the Roman emperor) (hould forfake the 
objedts of his father's worlhip ; fhould adopt ajirangi 
<70^,— exprefsly diftinguifhed from the God of Gods> 
•—a God unknown to his heathen anceftors,— thougk 
as far as related to divine adoration, equally an idol 
with what they had before worfliipped ; and honour 
him, not in (pirit and in truth, but with gold and 
with filver, and with precious ftones, and pleafant 
things. This is adding to, or fubllituting another 
deity inftead of that God who made heaven and earth, 
the God of Jefus and of Paul, whom alone men 
ought to worfhip, and exprefsly contradicts the com- 
mand of both covenants. 

The 

(f) Dan, xi. 36* 58. See Commentaries and EfTays 
publifhed by the Society for promoting the knowledge 
pf the Scriptures. Vol. 2. p. 48^. 
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Tile next tftrth of imporfsmce wi learn from St. 
Paul's defence^ is a belief in the holy fcriptures^ and 
that fundamental article, which is there found, a re-^ 
furrd%on of the dead ; it is to this that the law and 
the prophets evidently point, viz. to the coming of 
the Meffiab, and the do^ine he fhould deliver. And 
what is it, that he principally teaches us ? Why, that 
he has brought life and immortality to ligh^ through 
the gofpel. It was this truth, that the apoftle prin* 
cipally urges In his di(courfes. He (ays, ^^ that he 
was commanded to preach unto the people, andt o 
teftify, that Chrift was ordained of God, to be the 
Judge of quick and dead ; to- whom gave all the pro* 
phets witnefs, that through his name whofoever bor 
lieveth in him, fiiall receive die remiffion of ilns." 
And in 'another place, <^ if thou (halt confeis ividi 
thy mouith, the Lord Jefus, and (halt believe in thine 
heart, that God hath raifed him from the dead, thou 
(halt be faved." In expeftation of this great events 
and preparatory to it, we are taught in the go(pe]9 
^' to deny ungodlinefi, and worldly lufts, and to live 
foberly, righteoufly, and godly, in the prefent world| 
looking for that blefTed hope, and the glorious appear-^ 
ing of the great God, and our Saviour Jefus Chrift,'* 

To conclude : A belief in one God ;-— in the truth 
of the holy fcriptures j— and in a judgment to comeiT 
is the fubftance of a chriftian's creed. To febricate 
any other do£h-ines, and make them of equal im«* 
portance with thefe, is to lefien the authority, and 

D 3 fuffici^cjr 



( 3^ ) 

fiifficieiicy of the fcriptures 5 and to require belief t9 
(hefe fupplementary doArines, whether it is done by 
the mandate of the pope^ or any other perib% is to 
exercife a power, whidi no perfon has a right to, and 
which a proteftant would difown and refift, referring 
the diQcifion of the difpute to a higher authority, to the 
bible, as his only rule of faith, and if branded as a 
heretic for fo doing, he would not deny the charge^ 
but boldly confefs, ** that after the way which they 
called herefy, fo worfhipped he the God of his fathers, 
believing all things which are written in the holy 
fcriptures ; and that he had hope towards God, that 
there would be a refurre£lion of the dead, both of th% 
juft and the unjuft." And if this confeifion of faidi 
did not fatisfy his accufers, it would himfelf, provided 
he ^^ always exercifed himfelf, to have a confcience 
void of oflfencc, towards God, and towards men." 

To the King, eternal, immortal, .invifible, God 
only wife : be afcribed all hoynour, power, mighty 

majeily, and dgmitt9P> heac^fgith and for eves. 
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Ephes. vi. 19, 20. 



And fir me^ that utter anc$ may h4 given unt$ me^ 
that I may open my mouth boldly^ to make known tine 
Myjlery of the GofpeL, for which I am an Amhaffador 
in bondsy that therein I mayffiok boldly as I ought 
tofpeak. 



II I'l uw < iPtWWifltllpUl 



IT has long been a received opinion, that 
there are certain Myfteriet in the Chriftian religior^ 
fo &r above human comprehenfion, that it would be 
in vain to enquire, into their meaning ; and fo (acred 
and fublime, that it would be profane even to atu 
tempt i^ , 

That thefe arc very different from the myfteries 
which we read of in the fcriptures is certain : for 
the latter are always fpoken of as things capable of 
explanation, and which are all adlually explained; 
nor do the facred writers condemn an inquiry int* 
their meaning, as an unlawful and unbecoming 
curiofity, but aflert the contrary \ and confider it, as 
the duty of a chriftian minifter, '*^ to make thenp 
inowny^ and divulge them» St% Paul wanted only 

'« liberty^^ 
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*^ liberty nf Jpeech (a)y to unfold " the myflertes (f 
the gofpely* and (hew the reafonablenefs of it ; and 
perhaps all that is now wanted, is the lame liberty 
to fhcw the unreafonablenefs of all other wyjieries 
which are not in the gofpel. 

I fliall, in the following difcourfe, Firft^ endeavour 
to prove, that there are m my/ieriei in the go^l 
but fuch as are revealed* 

And, Secondly, that when chriftianity is (aid to 
be myjieriouij the true nature of it is mifreprefented. 

Firft, In thofe inftances where our Lord couched 
his meaning under figurative expreilions, and in* 
tended that his difciples only (hould Comprehend the 
full import of what he (aid, he ufes the word myffery 
8^ fynonimous to parable, as appears from St. Mark,, 
and the parallel places (b). " Unto you it is given 
to know the myjlery of the kingdom of God v" which 
is afterwards explained,, by bis laying, ** Know ji# 
not this parable (c)^ 

But in the writings of the apoftles, the word w 
generally applied to the calling of the gentiles inta 
the church and kingdom of God; an event which 
the Jews had no conception of; as they imagine 
that the partial favours of heaven were to be con- 
fined to their own nation > and that,, from long pre- 

fcription,. 

fa) Uofpno-w, 

(h) Mark iv. ii,. Matt. xiii. n. Luke viii. io» 

fc][ Mark iv. "13. 



( 37 ) 

fcription, they had an exclufive right to them (d)^ 
But this myftery or fecret, which had lain A/W, in 
the councils of God, the apoftles " made known"' 
and proclaimed to the world. A few inftances will 
evince this. 

St. Paul fays (e)^ that ** God had by revelation, 
** made known unto him the myftery, of which he 
^' had written before in few words, whereby they 
•* might underftand his knowkge in the myftery of 
*' Chrift 5 which, in other ages, was not made 
** known unto the fons of men, as it was then re- 
** vealcd unto his holy apoftles and prophets by the 

« fpirit 

(d) The firft and leading fenfe of f*t'c»)pioi', fay« the 
learned Dr. Campbell, ** is not that of the Englifli 
*' word myftery^ i. e. fomething incomprehenfible by 
^* reafon, but arcanum^ a fecret. It is adopted by the 
*' feptuagint as a term ftridlly correfponding with 
•* the Chaldaic xn res arcana. Nor is it confined to 
** divine fecrets, St. Paul tells us, that the myftery 
''of iniquity doth already work j i. e. the fpirit of 
'' antichrift hath begun to operate, but the operation 
*' is latent and unpcrceived. The gofpel of Chrift 
<' is denominated a myftery, not becaufe it contains 
«' any thing in its own nature dark and incompre- 
*' hcnfible, but becaufe it treats of fomething that had 
•* been concealed for ages, but which was at length 
*' openly revealed.'* Vide Eflays Philofophical, Hif- 
torical, and literary, i ft, vol. p. 431 • 

(e) Ephef. iii. 3. 4* 5. 6. 7. 9. 10, 
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** fpirit — That the gentiles flyould be feUow-hetrs^ and 
•* of the fame hody^ and partakers of his prdmife in 
Chrifiy by the go/pel ^ whereof he was made a mi- 
*' niftcr, that he fliould preach among the gentiles 
** the unfearchable riches of Chriji, And to make 
•* all men fee, what is the fellowjhip of the myflery^ 
'* which from the beginning of the world, hath been 
** hid in God — to the intent, that now might be 
*' known^ by the church, the manifold wifdom of 
« God/' 

In another place (f)^ the fame apoftle fpeaks of 
*' this myflery^ which had been hid from ages, and 
'^ from generations, but then was made manifejl to his 
" faints; to whom God would make known what 
^ are the riches of the glory of this myflery among the 
« gentiles:* . 

Again, in his cpiftle to the Romans (g)^ he (ays, 
" I would not, brethren, that ye jhould he ignorant 
" of this myftery ; that blindnefs in part is happened 
" to Ifrael, until the fulnefs of the gentiles be come 
" in." And referring to the fame matter, in the 
clofe of the fame epiftle fij, he fpeaks of " the 
^ myftery which Was kept fecret fince the world 
** began, but then was made manifejl^ and by the 
" fcriptures of the prophets, according to the com- 
** mandment of the everlafting God, made known to 
* all nations^ for the obedience of faith.'* 

Tfe 

(f) ColofT. i. 26. 27. (g) Rom. xi. 25. 

(h) Rom. xvi. 25. 26. 
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I 

The myfteries here fpoken of were neither ab- 
flrufe nor unintelligible; their hidden meaning was 
not referved for the- " irtiiiatedj' and withheld from 
the *' profane ;" — nor were they confidered as fpe- 
culations proper to employ the learned, and keep the 
Vulgar in awe. But they were plain and level to 
every capacity (i). The apoftle fpeaks of his own 
knowlege in the myjiery of Chriji\ and defires that 
all his brethren might be as great '* adepts*^ in it as 
Yi\mk\^ (k),^ They had a moral and practical ufe ; 
were made known for the obedience of faith (l)^ not 
tb exercife their faith ofily-^to promote piety and 
virtue, not wrangling and difputation. 

In all other places of fcripture, when the word 
rtiyftery is ufed, without any particular allufion to the 
calling of the gentiles, it fignifies the power, mercy, 
and goodnefs of Grod, vouchfafed to the whole race 
of mankind; and wonderfully difplayed in the' dif- 
penfation of the golpel ; a blefHng fo inconceivably 
great and unexpecSed, that it might well appear 
myfterious, till the whole plan of it . was laid open, 
and fully made known. 

Thusi in that paflage of St. Paul (m)^ " Without 
^' controverfv, great is the myftery of godlinefs ; 

' . « God 

^/V Ephef. ill. 4, ^ijRom.xi.25. (/; lb. xvi. 25.26. 

fm) I Tim. iii. 16. But the true meaning of i Tim. 
ill. 16. is according to many old v^rfions, and the 
opinion of Sir Jfaac Newton, futyce, c(» to tu? ^vinQu%^ 

» 
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" God was made manifeft in the flefh/' It docs 
not mean that God himfelf was vifible in the perfon 
of Chrift — diis would not have been a myftery, but 
an impoffibility: " For no man hath feen God at 
*' any time, nor can fee him (n) :" But it fignifies, 
that the power, mercy, and goodnefs of God, which 
is all that we can know of him, were rendered con- 
fpicuous in the perfon of Chrift, who was the agent 
and inftrument of the Almighty, in his beneficent 
defigns towards the children of men,— fo that the 
Supreme Being might be (aid to be manifefied^ when 
he made known his will to Chrift, and gave him 
power and authority to execute it ; and is what our 
Lord repeatedly declares : " My doftrine is not 
<* mine, but his that fent me (o).*^ *^ I can^ of 
" mine own felf^ do nothing (p)?* Again, when 
ipeaking of the refurreftion of the dead, and the great 
;^nd fudden change which our bodies were to undergo, 
St. Paul fays, " Behold I (hew you a myftery :'* 
(j Cor. XV. 51.) i. e. I make known to you a 
circumftance, relating to an event, the particulars 
of which you before were unacquainted with* 

And to put it paft doubt, that all the myfteries of 
the gofpel came within the province of reafon, and 

common 

{^.v^yifff tfofiftfivi tf erttpu, That ivhfch was mauifo^^ 
0, id quod, i. c. the myftery, that feries of events 
difclofed by the gplpel. 

(n) John i. 18. i T^m. vi. 16. 

(0) John vii. 16. (/ ) John v. 30. 
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common apprehenfion of mankind, he fuppofes a 
cafe, where all of them are brought together, 'and 
yet poffible to be conceived, " Though I under" 
Jiand all wyjleries and all knowlege (q). i. e. every 
thing that relates to the difpenfation of the go(pel, 
and a proper ability to preach it, ■ Here it is ob- 
fervable, that myjlery and knowlege go hand in 
hand ; a connexion peculiar to ihofL of the gofpel, — 
in all others they are very wide afunder ; for the Icfs 
the knowlege^ the greater the niyjlery ; till the pro- 
portion being not at all kept up between them, 
knowlege is wholly loft and funk in the iabjrrinths 
and abyfs of myftery. 

Thcfe inftances adduced from the fcripture will 
Suffice to prove, that there are no nqftertet in the 
gofpel but fuch as are reveahi* That they relatp 
in general to the calling of the- gentiles, to partake 
of God*s mercy in the gofpel. That they did not 
confift of abftrufe and contradictory propofition5» of 
fo wonderful a nature as to confound the reafbn, 
and ftagger the feith of the believer— but plain and 
important truths, containing an account of God's 
will made known to mankind, by the preaching of 
Chrift and his apoftles* 

Which leads me, fecondly, to confider. That 
when the gofpel is &id to be myfterious, the true 
nature of it is miirepreiented. 

£ 2 It 

(f ) I Cor» xiii. 2, 



It is not without good reafon, that the fcripture 
always reprefents it under the image cf light — as 
^^ the true light which lighteth every man that 
Cometh into the world f rj." " I am the tight of 
the world f ^J," fays our Lord ; *' He that followeth 
*' me, fhall not walk in darknefs^ but {hall have 
" the light of life (t):' Chriftians are faid to b(j 
" children of lights and of the day (u) j" and they 
are told, *' to beliive in the light (x).'* What can 
thefe ftrong expreffions mean, but that the gofpel 
propofes fo plain and clear a rule of faith, that it 
cannot be miftaken by thofe who will ufe die facul- 
ties which God has given them?— <*Tbat it is a$ 
obvious to the reafonof mankind^ s^ light is (q the 
^yes* Indeed^ fo clear is it reprefen^, t^ia^ f^mt 
pbatically fpe^king, it is &ykd light itff If* . Ao4 4 
was wifely and beneficently ordered) by the Almighty^ 
that th^' gofpe} {h^uld be thus plain and intelligible ; 
as it w^ inl;eaded for general uie, and mqre.ps^'tir 
cuJarly for the popr and illiterate. f]yj.; ^^y ^ing 
intricate or ^bftrufe, wo^ld have . iU-fUitodf t)iey: 
capacities, who are not to be inftru£led by abftra£l 
proportions, but felf-evident truths : It was therer 
fore meant to ferve as a clear and pra^ij^s^. rule gf 
iife^^not a. 4j:4n^rd .,fpr doubtful difp^t^tiojiv or 
: ^: . ^i 1 . ; ' , . (Beculativp 

(r) John i. 9. (s ) lb, viii. laV^ (0 ^^^^ 3tVi. 8. 
(h) I Their, v. 5. {x) Johnxii. 36. 

(j) Matt. xi. 5. Lukei^. i'^^*^ 
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Q)eculative opinions. It is for diis reafbn that St. 
Paul iays, << If die gofpel be hid, it is hid to them 
•* that are loft, in whom the God of this world 
*^ hath blinded the minds of them which believe 
«» not — left the light of the glorious gofpel of Chrift, 
** who is the image of God, (hould {bine unto them." 
Vice and wickednefe are enemies to all reformation— 
and the light fhines in vain upon thofe who wil- 
fully £hut their eyes againft its brightnefs. That 
the doftrines of it perfeSly agree with this defcrip- 
tion, and are as plain as they are important, will 
appear from a fhort review of them. 

The firft great defign, was to call men*s atten* 
tiontothe true obje£l of worfhip, and the duty which 
he requires of them ; and it exprefsly teaches, ** the 
only true God" is ** the Father (z) ;'* and that 
he is to be worfhipped ** in fpirit and in truth (a).^ 

Mankind was almoft wholly funk in vice as well 
as ignorance — the gofpel was therefore a fummons 
to them ** to repent C^J," and return to their duty, 
to their heavenly Father j to reclaim them from fin 
and wickednefs — to a life of hollnefs and virtue ; and 
to aflure them of pardon and forgivenefs, upon their 
canverfion and amendment (c). 

And, as an encouraging motive to perfeverance 
in well-doing, the promife of eternal life is held forth 

E 3 to 

(z) Johnxvii. 1^3. (a) lb. iv. 13, 

( i ) Mark vi. la. ^c^ Ke^% m. \<^* 
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to them as a reward pf their obedience (d). This 
doilrine of a refurre£lion, and future judgment, be- 
fore but obfcurely known, was plainly difcovercjl 
and brought to light by ihc' gofpft (()>* and the 
evidence given of it, by the refurre£lion of Chrift, 
afforded the fuUeft affurance of the certainty of our 
own (f). 

Thefe zxt^t fundamental Ao&.v\xys,s of chriftianity, 
in vyrhich ther^ i3 notliing dark or myjterious \ no- 
thing tb^t revolts the common -reafon or fenfe of 
mankind; nothing to provolfe the fcolFs of the 
infidel, or to give offence to the rational and true 
believer. But can the fame be faid of that form 
of religion, which hi:.> teen falfely exhibited under 
the name of chriftianity; which l\as involved the 
plaineft truths in myjlery^ and inftead. of af^Drding 
l\ghi^ has led to more thaa Egyptian darknefs ; that 
has incrcafed the merit of faith, iii proportion to the 
weaknefs of its credibility ; and requires, that men 
fhould ceafe to- be rcafonable creatures, in order to 
become religious pnes. What a perverfion of ^ the 
gofpel is this ! to turn, what is there called a reve- 
lationj into an infcrutable myjlery^ and.tp,niake what 
is unintelligible, a criterion of the true faith ! But 
this comes by introducing doflrines, and modes of 
belief, which we Ihall in vain look for in the fcrip- 
ture ; and when once brought in, the advocates for 

them, 

' {d) John V. 29. Rom. ii. 7. ' 
(e) 2 Tim. i. 10. \f^ aCot\\v^\\^ 
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them, in order to give them greater credltj have 
always reprefented to the people, that the very being, 

Art ■ * • ■ ' ■ ' ' 

and ejrei|ice of cjjiriftianity, depended upon th^m.j 
when> neither the do<Elrines, nor the terms by which 
they exprefs theni, have any place in the facred 
writings ; but evidently came in, with the heathen * 
philofophers, upon their converfion : who were fonder 
of making a Ihew of their learning, than of thei;* 
religion, Tj^us^ for want of ac(juiefcing in what thp 
Almighty ha$ been pleafed to reveal of himfelf and 
his will, chriftianity has appeared in fuch a drels, 
as has entirely difguifed her ; and an intricate, arti- 
ficial theology, has been fubftituted for the pure and 
plain word of God. , ,. 

Having fliewn from the fcriptuTc, that there are 
no myfteries in the gofpel but fuch as are revealed ; 
and that when it is laid to be myfterious> the true 
nature of it is mifreprefented j I (hall make a fe\y 
refleftions upon what has been faid, and conclude. 

Firft. It was St. Paul's ppipiop — That "to maJ^ 
known the myjlerm of the g(jfpely was all that :vfp^ 
necefiary to gain it a rec^pt;ioA in the world. . 

And if all other myjieries vf^xt as capable of a 
rational explanation, aS^ thofe of the gofpel, the 
principal objection now made againft it would be 
removed. 

He tliouglit too— that li}>erty of fpeech, was the 
only means of advancing the truth; and^that to dif*- 
cufs freely the nn'fjeries of the gofpel, was the duty 
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of a chriftian minifter ; that be fhould open bis mauth 
boldfyy and explain diem all; which. was as much as 
to fay, that there were none in it, or at leaft none 
that did not admit of the plaineft interpretation, — ^a 
declaration which no one fhould be afraid of making, 
though the fame fate awaited him that did theapoftlet 
and he (bould be in bonds likewife. It is fuperftition . 
only that wants the fupport of penal laws.. Truth is 
ever a gainer by difcuffion and free enquiry. 

Secondly. Thofe who maintain, that the moil (acred 
and fundamental parts of chriftianity are ntf/lerious 
and incomprebenfihle^ cannot help acknowleging, that 
where thefe charaAers are found, there the eflentials 
are preferved, which conftitute the idea of a true 
cburcb. Thus the church of Rome itfelf, with all 
her corruptions, is intitled to this appellation, and 
with great juftice too, as Jhe had a prior right to 
them, by having had the merit of introducing them 
before others did. But inftead of priding themfelves 
upon thefe diftindtions — they would all do well to 
conflder, whether, inftead of their being marks of a 
true cburch^ they are not the fpecific tokens of a» 
antichrifttan one. The -prophet has given the leading 
feature in his defcription of her, which is fo pro- 
minent, that it cannot be miftaken : *^ Upon her 
forehead was a name written, " myjlery\ Babylon the 
great— the mother of harlots, and abominations of 
the earth.** It was the foremoft charafter in the lift 
that led the way for all the other corruptions ; and 

indeed 



( 47, ) 

indeed what elfe can be expefled from fo great a 
pcrverfion of the human intelledl^, as to confound the 
ideas of the plaineft things, and deface that reafon, 
the image of God, with which both his word, and 
his works, are all of them ftamped, , 

Laftly/ If unbelievers are ever to be brought to 
the acknowlegment of the truth; it muft be by 
propofing it in that plainefs and fimplicity, with" 
which we fee it taught in the facred writings. It has 
been the infifling upon irrational doiStrines, a«d 
unfcriptural modes of faith, as necejjary lo fahation^ 
which has produced that infidelity we fo often hear 
complained of. For the reprefenting, as the word 
of God, what appears to be unworthy of its divine 
author, is the only way to make the truth itfelf re- 
jected, on account of the corruptions which are faid 
to be a part of it. 

Whatever therefore renders religion more rational, 
refiders it more credible — and an appeal to the reafon 
and undcrftanding of mankind, for the truth, ex- 
cellence, and purity of the gofpel prdcepts, would do 
more towards recommending them to their belief and 
praftice — than all the creeds and articles that ever 
were devifed — not to Convince, but to puzzle and 
perplex them. 
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t Tim. u. 6, 

Tfljo gave himfetf a ^tanfom for all^ U-i^e t'eftijied in 

due time. 



TO form juft conceptions rf the Suprem^ft 
Being, and his moral perfaSions, is of the greateft 
importance to our religious condiift. When he is 
confidered as the original caufe and author of all 
good, he becomes the fole objeft of our love, adora- 
tion, and praife ; and we have every motive that can 
encourage us in the performance of our duty to him. 
But, if we diveft him of the attributes of mercy and 
goodncfs, and confider him as partial in his favour, 
rigid in his decrees, and implacable in his nature- 
then fear takes place of love, and religion degenerate^ 
into fuperftition. 

Under fuch impreflions as thefe, many are led to 
believe, that the Deity could not have been rendered 
propitious to his finful creatures, without the inter- 
ference of fome other being of equal dignity with him- 
felf, who gave full fatisfafliion to offended juftice, 
and thus made way for mercy and forgivenefs. And 

F ^^ 
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it has been thought, that Chrift was that perfon, who, 
by interpofing, ftayed the wrath of heaven, and 
averted the impending punifhment i and that he did 
this by becoming a facrijice^ and fufFering in their 
roonif — that by his death, he might ^a*/*/^/^ their of- 
fences, and pay the price of that ranfom^^ which alone 
could redeem them from fin and mifery. 

Thefe mifapprehenfions and unworthy notions of 
the Supreme Being, proceed from attending to the 
found, rather that! the^iifc^ bf fcripture ; and ad- 
Jhering to a literal meaning, where the writei in- 
tended a figurative one fhould be underftood. But 
the words preceding the text, will admit of no mif- 
con{tru£tion, and inform us, that God bimfelf is die 
prime and original author of our falvation; and is 
therefore emphatically fliled our Saviour (a) ; who, 
from no other confideration, but his own fole mercy 
and goodnefs, was defirous (bX '^ that all men (hould 
be faved, and come unto the knowlege of the 
truth ;" and, that the " one <iod (f ) " and Father 
of all, appointed " the man Chri/i Jefus (d) as the 
medium through whom his merciful defigns w«re to 
be conveyed, and *' his will {e) " made known to 
the fons of men ; which " mediator," and inftrument, 
after having devoted his life to the fervice of God, 

and 

{a) 1 Tim. ii. 3* (^) i Tim. ii. 4. 

(c) I Tim. ii. 5, (d) i Titt. ii. 5. 

(r) I Tim. ii* 4« 
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and the good of mankind, doM the laft fcene of it, 
by fealing the truth of his divine mii&on with, his 
blood. By thus dyimg in the cauie of truth and 
virtue, he left a (/) ieftwi$ny U his vum times^ which 
afforded the fulleft convi6Bon of it ; according to the 
figurative language of the text, ^^ He gave himfelf a 
ranfom (g) for all, to be teftified in due time,*' 
That is, his death was a confirmation of that gofpel, 
the dodbrines of which, \i obeyed, would free and 
fet at liberty all thofe who were under the power and 
influence of Jht^ and reftore them to the fiivour of 
God.. 

In the following difcourfe I (Iiall, Firftj Endeavour 
to prove, That all our fpiritual bleiSngs ki the gofpel 
are derive4 from die (ble goodnefs, mercy, and favour 
of Gedy as the origiaal caufe and author of tbenu 
And, 

Secondly That thoie terms in fcripture, which 
ifeem to im^y the contrary, were weU underflood by 
the Jewsy to whom alone they were addrefled ; and 
as fucfa, that they do not apply to ifi, unlefs we uw 

• F a terprct 

(g) XvT^F, oarx'Kvr^'vi^ av6>ivr^a9'4i, words of fimllar 
import, ani Hgmfylng- />-eedom or deliverance ; and is 
fo tranflated, Heb. xi. 35. hvr^oyi.»^''^to mal^e free^ or 
fet at liberty. Luke xxiv. 21 . ^iMii ^ n^vi^ofAlf on avT9% 
KTiy, faA^MR hsn^wa^M Toy la^nriK^ made them free> or 
fet them at liWty from the ILomaA 7^\»^ 
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terpret their meaning in die fame figurative manner 
they did. 

Ftrft^ That it is from God alone that we derive 
every bleifing we enjoy, is a di£bite* of nature as well 
as revelation. The worh of God univerfally pro- 
claim this truth, and his word is in perfe£)r harmony 
with it. 

The charaftcrs, under which the Almighty i* 
conftantly defcribed in the Old Teftanent, arc thofe 
of a Being merciful and gracious, long- fufferiAg, and 
sdiwulant In gosdnefs and truth ( i& )• 

The fame are recorded in the New, though in 
more exalted ftrains. St. Paul ( / ) ^ magnifies the 
goodnefs of God, who is rich in mercy, through his 
gneat love, wherewith he loved us ;" and fays, •* di« 
kindnefs and love of God our Saviour towards num^ 
appeared " in this refpe£k, moft confpicuous, that it 
was not procured by our righteous worksy but accord- 
ing to his own mercy ^ He hath faved us (i}« But 
St. John, not content with this defcription, as falling 
(hort of his idea of the divine benignity, ftiles him 
lave itjelf{l) ; and fays, ** that it was manifefted in 
this inftance by fending his only begotten fon into 
the world, that we might live through him {»i).'* 

Such clear and undifputed paflages of fcriptUre, 
fu£&ciently eftablifh thefe important truths, " Thai 

Goi 

(h) Exdd. xxxiv. 6. 7. (/) Eph. ii. 4. 
(i) Tit. Hi. 4. 5. (/) 1 John iv. S. 

(m) I John iv. 9. ^ 
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Ood is efletttially, and in his own nature go^d^ 
^ That it is from his own great hvi towards man^ 
Mnd (ft) J that all the bleffings of the gofpel ane 
^rifed." "It was his awn mercy^ and no other 
tiiat hadi fovtd us." It was the hue of God that was 
manifefted, \>y finding Chrift into the world, that 
we might obtain eternal life (9} through his in- 
Aru&ions ; who ^ came not to do his own will (p\ 
or to a£l by his own authority, but his who fent 
>hfin%^' He had no (hare in the defign, but was 
God's agent and ' inftrument in the execution of it. 
^ He- came not of bimfe^ but he fent him (q).^ 
He acknowleges too, that the character of goodtiefiy 
9n the moft unlimited lenfe, was appropriate to God 
only, in exclufion of himfel^ and all other beings 1 
*' Why called thou me good, lays he, there" is none 
good but ane^ that i» God." He could not have 
'exprefled himfelf thus, had he been confcious that it 

I 

was through any 'merkoi hi8<iwn, that die bleffings 

«f the goipel had been procured ; and that without 

fuch exertion, they could never have been obtained. 

The mercy of God, which is his goodnefs to iinners^ 

would not have been fo commended, if, without his 

F 3 inUrference 

• 
( » ) fhKM^^umtt, Tim. iii. 4. 

. {0) li avw-— >by his Miniftry. See Ads ii. 22,— • 

not ^'.ayrof, for bis fake, oa his account-, 

(/>) John V. 30. 43. 
^f) Ibid. viii. 42. 
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inttrference^ juftice muft b^ve taken its natural 
courfe, and mankind for ever have been the melan*- 
choIy.vi6Ums.of.it* . If fuch a do^ine as this had 
been true, he would never have told us,* that we 
ihould '^ love the Lord our God, with aU 9ur btarty 
with all our foul, aod with all our ftrengtfa (r),** 
becaufe in this cafe, an equ^l, if not a larger pordoR 
of our aifedion would have been due to bimftlf. 

Thefe* declarations of Chrlft and bis Apoftles, 
inconteftibly prove, that God is the author of all 
good ; and that our fftlvation in the gofpel ought to 
be afcribed to him, as the prime and original caufe 
of it# 

I (ball, Secondlyj endeavour to fhew> thaf thofe 
terms in fcripture, which feem to im^y the con- 
trary, were well ui>derftood by the Jews, to whom 
alone they were addrefled^ and as fuch^ that they 
io not apply to qs, unlefs we interpret their mean- 
ing in the iame figurative manner they did. 

The ble£ings which mankind have received 
through the miniftry of Chrift, in the gofpel, are 
^ten exprefled m foch terms as fsem to imply, that 
the means which he ufed, were of fo prevailing an 
efficacy^ that without them the favour of God could 
never have been obtained. 

Thus he is faid " to give his Kfc a ranfom for 
many ( J ) j** **^ to give himfelf for us, that he 

might 

(r) Ma»k xiu 30, (jJ lb* x- a^^k 
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might redeem us from all iniquity (/)." And chrif- 
tians are faid to be ^^ redeemed with the precious 
blood of Cbrift ( v ),'* " to be bou^t with a 
price (w)>" " to be purchafed to God by bis 
blood (;f)/' 

A manifeft reafon may be afligned for the ufe of 
fuch expreilions as thefe. It is language borrowed 
from the Jewifh fcriptures. The privileges^ honours^ 
and diftin£lions, which the Jews were favoured with, 
under their difpenfation, were all exprefled by thefe 
terms. And if it be coniidered that the gofpel was 
firft preached to Jews, it is cafy to imagine, that the 
minifters of it would, in order to recommend it, 
adopt fuch language as was not only ^miliar to them^ 
but ufe the very terms by which they exprefled thofe 
privileges they fo highly valued \ that by contrafting 
the advant^es of chriftianity, with the law of Mofes, 
they might more readily embiface the offer they had 
to make diem. 

Thus, the Jews being frequently defcribed as a 
people who were ranfomed ( y ), redeemed ( z ), bought^ 

purchafed, 

(t) Tit. 11. 14. (v) I Pet. i. 17. 18. ig* 

(u) I Cor. yi. 4. ~ (x) Rev. v. 9* 

CyJ Ifaiah xxiii. 3. I gave Egypt for thy ranfm, 
Ethiopia and Seba for thee. 

(x) Exod. vi. 6. I will redeem yon with a ftrctched 
out arm, and with great judgments ; Tivrfug-oyien v^ax^. 

Lake xxiv, 21, 
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puf chafed^ and faved^ the fame terms ate ufed as 
equally applicable to chriftians. 

But it is not to be imagined that the Jews under- 
ftood them in a literal fenfe, viz* that ^ny price was 
fiftually paid for their rarifom^ deliverance^ or purchafe. 
Nor had they any idea that there was any other 
agent concerned in the bufinefs^ befides the Al- 
mighty himfelfl 

Buying is ufed metaphorically in fcripture^ and the 
prophet Ifaiah explains its meatiing, by applying (t 
to that attention which ought to be paid to his in- 
'ftrudiions ( ^ )• 

In this fenfe, we huy^ when we ferioufly apply o«r 
tninds to,ftudy, and receive the precepts of divine 
wifdom. We are exhorted by Soloihon to buy the 
iruth [b). Thus the moft high God is alfo faid to 
i«y, with refpeft to his creatures. He buyeth a 
peojJe wheil he interpofes in their favour, and em- 
ploys all proper means to free them from fafferings, 
or any other circumftances of 'wretchedrtefs, and to 
Taiie them to a happy and pro^erotis flate. So he 
fur chafed or bought the children of Ifrael, by bring- 
ing them out of the flavery of Egypt, to the liberty 
and privileges of Canaan, by his mighty power, 
wifdom, and goodnefs ; which may be confidered as 
the price^ improperly io called, far which be bought 
them (^ ). 

Th:* 

f^J liki, Iv, !• 3. (i) Vtov. xxiii. 53, 

{'cj See Taylor's Key to Oaft ^i^aSX^^- 
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That thefe terms were not meant to be taken m 
a literal fenfe, is plain from what St. Peter (ays to 
the jewifli converts {d\ " foraftnuch as ye know ye 
" were not redeemed (fet at liberty, or made free from 
" fin) with corruptible things, as fiiver or gold 
** (i. e. there was a price paid to purchafc your r/- 
" de^ption^ or deliverance from fin), but with the 
•* precious blood of Chrift:'* which, fimply con- 
iidered, as a mere fluid, could have no more value 
than thofe corruptible things he had before mentioned. 
But when meant to denote the death of Chrifl, it had 
real woi;th ; as that was the highefl: confirmation of 
the truth of the gofpel j which was the charter that 
freed men from fin, and enjoined them die pradiice 
of righteoufnefs ; and when connected with his re- 
furredion, was an additional motive and argument 
for their diligently confidering and faithfully regard- 
ing that gofpel which he preached. In this view of 
if, it is with great propriety they are faid to be re- 
deemed by his blood or death. What confirms this 
fenfe of the word redemption is this : the Apoftle iays, 
it came from the appointment of God^ and was in- 
tended to produce a belief in him^ and dependance 
upon his promifes in the gofpel — of whofe defign and 
counfel Chrift was made the agent and minifter (e) ^ 
** who verily was fore-ordained before the foundation 
** of the world, but was manifeft in thefe laft times, 

" for 

(d) I Pet. i. 18. %z. (c) Ibid. \, ici. t-v^ 
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•* for you who, hy hintj do believe in God, that 
^ raifed him up from the dead, and gave him glory, 
** folely for this purpofe, that year faith and hope 
** might be in Gad^* and po other. 

The blood of Chrift, therefore, may be con^ 
fidered as precious^ and chriflians to be redeemed by it; 
But the Apoftle, by direding their faith ^d hope» 
to God, the original author of their redemption^ 
fets afide every other dependance, as being only thr 
means ufed to efFe<St it, and not the caufe of it : For, 
had there been any real merit in the blood of Chri^ 
fimply confidered) the benefit of which chriftians 
might have applied to themfelves, any zdMdkfatisfac* 
tion made by it, to the juftice of God^ for the fins 
of mankind, or any purche^e literally paid foir their 
redemptioHj the Apoftle would have drawn a very 
dijSerent conclufion— and would have led thofe ** who 
believed in God^* not •* to place their faith and hope 
in Hiniy^ which is the natural confequence of fuch a 
belief but to have repofed it all in Chiift ; a dodrine 
totally oppofite to what he has advanced. What has 
been faid of ranfom^ redemption^ and purchc^e^ is 
equally applicable to the terms facrifice and atonements 

The ufe of them was familiar to the Jews, and 
applied by the apoftles to the converts of that nation. 
But they were not undcrftood by them in the ftruEUy 
literal fenfe which is now affixed to them, viz. as 
expiations for any breach of the moral law. 

Sacrifices 
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Sacrifices were effefliual only in removing legal 
defilements^ and in qualifying the worfhlppcr to appear 
before God in the temple. By this offering he he-^ 
czme purified i he efFefted a temporary reconciliation 
with God, and was fo far reftored to his favour as 
to be admitted into his prefence, to ofFer up his 
prayers there. But, as St. Paul fays, ** They could 
not make him that did the fervice, perfe(^ as per- 
' taining to the confcience (/)•" This fort of purifica- 
tion, is tranflated by making atonement (g)^ in a fenfe 
widely different from what we ufe it, and is to be 
met with but once in the New Teftament (h) : 
and fhould there have been rendered reconciliation^ as 
the Greek word is in other places. If fin and guilt 
could have been literally exfuated for, it would not 
have been required of the Jews ** to make an atone^ 
mentfor the altar^^ as well as for thofe who were to 
make their oblations upon it. 

As under the law, there was no proper atonement 
for fin, it is not likely that the Apoftles, when fpeak- 
ing to Jewifh converts, fhould ufe thefe facrifical 
terms in a ftridiber fenfe, than they had been before. 

But 

(f) Heb. ix. 9. 

{g) Exod. xxix. 36. Keti to fAocrp^A^icv to m^ ttfAo^' 
TKtf «roi)}9«<( Tn if)[Afi^»^ov xadec^to'fmysiuct xaSa^fM? to ^verw 
nj^toy ly 7u ayw^tip an ix avro, ksh ;^(0'£K avto^ un etytctc^M 
aiTo. 

(hj Rom. V. II. 
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But knowing their attachment to thefe rites, it is 
highly probable that they (hduld apply them in at 
better, though a figurative fenfe, to the truths of the 
gofpel. 

Thus it is faid, in the Epiftle to the Hebrews, 
where there is a perpetual allufion to Jewi£h cuf- 
toms (i)y '^ that almoft all things are by the law 
" purged with ifloodj and without (bedding of blood 
" there is no remiifion j it was therefore neceflary, 
" that the patterns of things in the heavens,* fhould 
c^ be purified with thefe, but the heavenly things 
'' themfelves with better facrifices than thefe. For j 
*^ in the end of the dilpenfations, Ghrift hath- ap* 
** peared to put away ftn^ by thQfacrtfice of hirnft^J* 

Tliis language would have been perfeSly unin- 
telligible to any other than Jews, but to them it 
denoted the fuperiority of the gofpel above the law, 
which was the profefled defign of the whole Epiftle. 
Not that they underftood any part of it in a literal 
fenfe, as if Chrift was ta put away their Jtns^ without 
their forfaking them. Very far from it, the true 
nature of this facrifice is explained a few verfes before, 
where (kj '' the blood of Chrift is faid to purge their 
confcience from dead worksj to ferve the living God." 
All the efficacy of it was in promoting an entire 
reformation of life and manners, as a previous quali* 
fiication to their becoming the true worjhippers of the 

Uving 

(i) Hcb. ix. 22. 2j. (k) I^JvSl.Ktl* \a^. 
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Rvlng God, 'The whole life indeed of Chrift, and 
every a£i of it, was an entire oblation to God— -tp 
krve the beft interefts of mankind in this and another 
world, he became zfacrifkey he devoted himfdf wholly 
to the caufe of truth and virtu&— it was a life of obe- 
dience to the will of God, and to comply with that 
will, and not his $wn (/), ** he became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the crofs (m).^* ^ 

The principle which a£):uated him, in his regard 
to mankind, ought to influence »x, if occaflon 
ihould call it forth. *^ Hereby perceive we love, 
*' becaufe he laid down his life for ur, and we ought 
*' to lay down our lives for the brethren (n),*' We 
may copy his bright example— be imitators of his 
love, and make an offering on the altar of friend - 
(hip (^ ). But in no fenfe can either he, or ourfelves, 
be faid to have been real facrificet to it. 

What confirms the interpretation here given of 
the feveral palTages on which the doftrine of atonement 
is built, is this — That the terms which feem to favour 
it, are all borrowed from the jewifli fcriptures— ^re 
applied to remove jewi(h prejudices, and accom- 
modate a new doftrine to old conceptions : that, on 
this account, they are ufed only in epiftles, addrefled 
to converts of that nation^— that where the plain 
principles of chriflianity are taught, no notice is 

taken 

(I) Luke jftcii. 41. (m) Phil. ii. 8. 

(n) I Ep.* John lii^ 16. (o) \ciVti'5KN* \v 

G 
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bkken of thiem, of which there remain^ a ftrailg proof, 
that dicre is only one paf&ge (f) in the hiftdry of the 
apoftles preadung, whenc mentton is made of diem ; 
ind as diat Is to-the'W^j and vueffetn of the fchurchi 
'Who werS' prdbablf jewifk cbmreits, it admits of the 
lame general fblutkon with the firfl! : from whi^h it 
follows, that thofe phrafis^ however applicable they 
might be to the Jews^ have no relation at all to u% 
unleis we underftand them in the &me figurative 
fenfe they did. 

I (hall make a few brief remarkis upon what has 
been faid, and conclude. 

Firft, Great as the benefits are which vire derive 
through the mediation of Chrift — highly as we may. 
think, and we cannot think too highly, of his perfed 
chara<5ler and complete example, yet all this muft be 
ultimately refcarred to the glory of God the Father^ 
whofe melTenger he was, and whofe gracious defigns 
he came to execute ; on which account God, and 
not Chrifl, muft ever be confidered as the original 
author of our falvatioh , 

Secondly, As chriftianity Is a fcheme to promote . 
piety-and virtue, we muft be aware of any dodlrinc 
^hat would relax the principles of morality; and 
teach us to rely upon the merit and good a<9:ions of 
another, for that reward which we (hall be entitled 
to, only for our own perfonal obedience. 

Laftly, 

fp) Aas XX, 28. 
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Laftly, In our Interpretation of icripturei that 
axiom cannot be too ftri6tly adhered to, of explain- 
ing fuch pafTages as are abftrufe and diiHcuIt, by 
thofe which are clear and cannot be miftaken — and, 
we fhould remember, that whatever contradicb our 
firft and genuine notions of the moral perfetSlions of 
God, is a conftru(Sion that ought not to be admitted, 
and confequently, that the punifhing the innocent for 
the crimes of the guilty, or the rewarding the wicked 
for the righteoufncfs of the juft, is fuch a violation 
of equity, as can be no part of his moral difpenia>* 
tions. ^ 
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St, John iy. 13, 

TJ<? H$ur comethj and now is, when tht true TVof" 
Jhippen JhaU worjhip the Father injfirit and m 
truth,. - T ir f. 

• ■ • « . 

K J ■ j - 



THE fubjeft of convcrfation between our 
our Lord and the woman of Samaria, ctunicd upon 
ihefe points ; namely—*" Where the place of wojs 
'feip ought to be*— who the proper 6lge9:- of At wte^— 
and in what manner He is to be kriovifn, and ought 
td be worfbipped,'*^' Upon thefe topics I propoia 
to enlarge iri the following difcourfe - > 

I. The woman, a^ foon as (he found the perfon (he 
was talking with was a* Prophet^ puts 'a queftidn tb 
him, relating to Ae place bf ' worfhtpi. " Our 
Fathers,'* fays (he, " wor(hipped in this mbiihtaih-j 
and ye fay, that in Jerufalem is the place where men 
ought to worfhip;" She does not plead the- com- 
mand of God* to jirflify diis cuQom, bat^ merely 
aiicient ufage, and the right of prefcrijitibni — *' Her 
fathers worihipped tiiere 5'* and that circumilance 
was a rule to diem fufficient t« (uperfede all odier. 
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The Samaritans did not want means of information 
in this particular. One of the priefts, who had been 
carried away from Samaria, was fent to dwell amongft 
them, purpofely to teach H^efn^ ^ How they fhould 
fear the Lord.^ From him they muft have learned 
that Jerufalem was the place where men ought to 
worfhip. But when a people have been long at- 
tached to fuperftitiousVites and ceremonies, cuflom 
and prejudice have more force than truth and rts/oa ; 
and the circumftance of '* their fathers having wor- 
(hipped in that meoxtkum^^ bod power to prevail 
even over divine authority. 

The. r^ply whiqh ow ^/ord mai^e^fo her, is 
^ Woman^ \>^lieve rne^ ^ hpyir <pofne(h, ^l^ea jie 
4vm neithor^n tb^ n^oun^in^ nor yet a( Jfx>ifa}esn» 
wctfihip the,Fa4^f^" She who iiad: h^^ i^d t9 
.think tha^ there was fbmethiqg facred in pacticular 
pla(;e$, and ^at prayers o^red up in them . be^ f 
particular efficacy, jf bpre tojd, dwrtevfn f:he Xl^fiJp 
kxvicp af Jcf a£il^m wpuU f^^oQ cqafe^ apd t|^at the 
l^^orfliip 4pf /V^e F^^r'' would be>q;|^&;ied;;^ith^ 
to that plaos nortoth^ mounuia in Saijn^ia ; bifl 
in whatever part of the world then^ W^r^ tr^.wpr^ 
ihipp^^^ the f'ather would cpudefcend ^o be adored* 
Xhe earthly t|iejLprd.'s, and all that 4jweU thereiOf 
Np.fpot fq folitary/ificl conGe;»l^d,,but thata pi^iv^ 
worfhippei: jpigi^t tl^nce acc^pj^hly pray to, an^ 
praife his Creator, if his iniiyi were in a proper 
frwie. The diipo{^tiQapf.l\is heart )vould faii<^iiry 

his 
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Ills devotbns, and not the place ia which he offered 
them. 

: IL If the Samaritans were very zealous about the 
place from whence they were to prefer their prayers, 
they were at the fame time equally ignorant of the 
Being, to v^om they ought to addrefs them. ^ Ye 
worfhip," fays our Lord, *' ye know not what.'* 
They were not entirely without a knowlege of God; 
nor did they wholly negle£l his worfbip i but they 
aflbciated other deities with him, and fuffered them 
to fhare in their adorations. This appears in their 
hiftory. ** Then one of the priefts came and dwelt 
.^* in Bethel, and taught them how they fhould fear 
" the Lord. Howbeit, every nation made gods of 
^^ their own, and put them in the houfes of the high 
*^ places* whiclr the Samaritans bad made : fo they 
'* feared the Lord, and ferved their own gods, after 
** the manner of the nations whom they carried away 
.** from thence (a). This fpecies of idolatry is ex- 
prefsly forbidden in the fcripture. " I am the Lord^ 
^* that is my name, ^nd my glory I will not give to 
•* another, neither my praife to graven images (b)*^ 
And what rendered this practice mofli culpaUe in 
them, was, that they neither followed die lig^t. of 
nature, nor the inftru<Slions of the prieft, who had 
• been fent to teach them. *' When they knew God, 
** they glorified' him not as.God»'* but divided, their 
duty between Him and o&er being?,. wJxicK Mhai^ 

ancellors 

- C^J 2 Kings xvii. 28. (I) \^^- ^vv.- ^- 
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anceftors had deified, and thus fell into die moft 
fenfelefs idolatry. 

Such muft be ever the cafe : for wh^n once that 
primary idea, of One Almighty leather of the Univerfei 
is given up, there is nothing fa abfurd and dock* 
ing which ignorance and folly may not adopt. How 
cautious then ought men to be, m admitting ienti* 
tnehts at all derogatory from the peerlefi ms^efty of 
Jehovah, as they never fail to lead them into the 
wildeft errors, and inconceivable fuperftttion. And 
what renders this ftill more necefiary, is, that cor-> 
ruptions in religion are more difficult to remove duui 
any other. An error in worihip, however palpable 
and abfurd, and by whatever means it creeps in, is 
often retained for no other reafon, but becaufe it is^ 
there alresidy. So much greater veneration is always 
paid to antiquity, than to truth ! This was exa£Uy 
the cafe widi the Samaritans ; for we read^ ^ that 
^ they feared the Lord^ and feived their graven 
^ images, both their children, and their childreDS 
^ children ; as did their father^ fb do they,, unta 
« this day." 

But ' this ignorance and uncertainty was nc^ to be 
£)und amongft the Jews. God had manifefted him- 
ielf to ^m l^ the moft wonderful evidence of hi9< 
power, wifdom, and goodnefs. Theie divine at- 
tributes were all exerted^ to give them a clear and 
fcrkBi knowlegc of their duty tb Him. ** He 
^ flwwed his ways unto Mofes, his works untu 

u the 
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*' the children of Ifrael." And we ]^€j)eatedly i^ad^ 
what was intended by this difplay .of the attribute^ of 
God; that they might impreis a devout and lafljng 
idea of his unity and fupremacy ; ^^ that they might 
^^ know that the Lord he is God, and that there is 
** none elfe befide him." 

We find our Lord alio, during the whole of his 
miniftry, adhering to this fundamental principle of 
his national religion. His repeated and fervent a(9s 
of prayer are recorded ix) fcripture, aiad the obje£); tp 
whom he preferred it, is moft clearly afcertained» 
He has left us not only his own example for our imi- 
tation, but a moft comprehenfive form of words 
for our ufe and direftlon. The great being, to 
whom He offered thefe addreifes, was one, and the 
fame. He never varied from the objeft, nor taught 
his countrymen to adore any other than him, to 
whom they had been accuflomed. When he poured 
forth praifes and thankfgivings, they were uttered 
in this ftrain, *' I thank Thee, O Father^ Lord of 
^^ Heaven and Earth, that Thou haft hid thefe 
** things from the wife and the prudent, and hafl: 
** revealed them into babes." When he meant to 
exprefs his fubmiffion to the divine will, and his 
readinefs to fulfill the purpofes of his miffion, he 
made ufe of thefe words : ^^ O my Father^ if this cup 
" may not pafs away from me, except I drink it, 
" thy will be done." Agreeably to his own prac- 
tice, He taught his difciples, " Pray to thy Father^ 

*' which 
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^ which is in fecret, and thy Father^ who feeth in 
*' fecret, (hall reward thee openly, Ufe not vain 
*' repetitions, ^or your Father knoweth what tilings 
*^ j^ have need of before ye afk hiqi/' The apoftles 
followed his example, and taught the fame dodrine. 
'' For this," fays St. Paul, ** I bow my Jcnees unto 
** the Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift ; giving 
" thanks always for all things to God, cv^n die 
" * Father (c).** And, that both our Saviour and 
his Apoftles looked up for fuccour, to One and 
the fame Almighty Being — the great parent of the 
Univerfe, the Ftther of mankind — appears from 
tliefe Words of our Lord, " Go to my brethren 
** and fay unto them, I afcend unto my Father, and 
'* your Father, and to my God, and to your 
« God {dy The fame truth the apoftle Paul af- 
ferts to his heathen converts : — ^^ Though there be 
** a multiplicity of deities, and imaginary beings, 
*' that arc called Gods, whether in Heaven or in 
*' earth ; to us Chriftians, there is but One God—* 
*' the Father — of whom are all things, and we by 
" him (e):' 

The bare recital of thefe texts, is fufficient to 
eftablifli their meaning. That they fhould ever 
have been miftaken or mifapplied, is the w^onder. 
For they are no lefs agreeable to the natural notions 

of 

(cj Ephef, iii, 14. 20. fJ) John xx. 17. 

(e) I Cor. viii. 5. 6. 
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of the Deity, than diey are to tbe whole tenor and 
defign of feripture. Yet ftill, as was the cafe m 
St. Paul's tioK, '^ There is not in every man this 
'^ knowiege ;'' but there might be, if die fcripture 
were the univerfid role of fatdi. This is a plain and 
eafy dire6lory ; all other guides, are not only fallible, 
but more s^t to miflead and bewilder, than to give 
any intelligiUe information. The bare terms, in 
which ibme o( diem couch their knowiege, are 
often more abftrufe and difficult to be comprehended, 
dian the fubjeft of which diey treat. The end too 
propofed, between thefe different ways of inftruc- 
tion, is very apparent. The one — ** is profitable 
** for dofbine ; for reproof; for correftion ; for in- 
^ ftru£tion in-righteoufnefs; that the man of God 
^ may be perfeft; thoroughly furniflied unto all 
*« good works." The other is totally unprofitable 5 
being taken up in barren fpeculations, which perplex 
die underftanding, without any moral improvement, 
widiout planting one virtue in the heart The fureft 
way, therefore, in our religious concerns, is to ad- 
here to the words of fcripture, in every particular ; 
by fo doing, we (hall become the ** true worlhip- 
*' pers, who know what we worfliip ; and who wor* 
*' fhip the Father in fpirit and in truth ; for the 
•* Father feeketh fuch to worfliip '///>».'* 

We are naturally led to confider, thirdly—the 
manner in which die Divine Beiilg is to be known^ 
and ought to be adored* Such a revelation of Him- 
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felf and his will, as the Almighty granted to th« 
Jews, had not b^en, voucbfafed to other nations* 
^^ He had not dealt fo with them^ neither had the 
" Heathen fuch knowlege of his laws/* Our 
Saviour might well affirm *to the woman of Sa» 
*' maria, we know what we worlhip, for iaivation if 
*' of the Jews/' But We are, not here to imagine^ 
that the Jews, knew more , about the eilence, or 
mode of God*s exiftdnce, than the Samaritans did. 

No ! this was a fecret unfathomable by them both* 

• r . . . 

Their fuperiority confifted in what, if rightly applied, 

would have terminated in a pradldcal knowlege of 
their Maker; in pious afPeSlions towards Him; and 
in dutiful regard to his laws* And wherever, in 
Scripture, we meet with fuch an fxpreiEon, as, 
" knowing God,'* or, " the knowlege of God," 
it is always conncfted, with feme moral duty, or re- 
velation of Himfelf, which is plain and intelligible ; 
and never implies' an abftrufe notion, or metaphy-* 
iical idea. David fays, ** Thou, Solomon, my fon, 
*' know" thou the God of thy father, and ferve him 
^ with a perfedi heart, and with a willing mind; 
'* for the Lord fearcheth all hearts, and under- 
** ftandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts ; if 
" thou feck Him, He will be found of thee j but if 
<* thou foifake Him, He will caft thee off for 
^ver (/)»** Had there been any difficulty in the 
precept, the father would have explained it -to his 
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(cm ; but as he could not fail of comprehending i^, 
be dwells longer upon the duty fubjoined ; for had he 
fvirerved from that, it would have been of fatal con** 
iequence; a defe<Sl in praf^tce being much more 
dangerous than an error in the underflanding. But 
the prophet predids (g)^ that under the Chriftian 
•difpenfation, our " knowlege," and duty to God, 
would need no comment to make it clear and prac^ 
ticable. " For this is the covenant that I will make 
*' with the houfe of Ifrael, after thofe days, fjiith the 
^* Lord, I will put my laws into their mind, and 
•* write them in their hearts, and I will be to them 
*' a God, and they fhall be to me a people; arid 
5* they fhall not teach every man his neighbour, =and 
** every man his bro&erj faying, ** know'' the 
^ Lord, for all fhall « know" me, from the « leafl'* 
<« to the <* greatcfl.*' And the fame prophet (h) 
tell us, wherein this knowlege is to be exercifed; 
and that it coitfifted in the proper difcharge of the 
relative duties of life* For, fpeaking of the good 
reign . of Jofiah, King of Judah, he iiiys, " He did 
*' judgment and juftice j he judged the caufe of the 
^ poor and needy 5 was not this to *' know me,'* 
** faith the Lord ?" Similar to this, is, the whole 
tenor of the gofpel : *• Hereby do we know, that 
** we know" him, if we keep his commandments^, 
*< Beloved, let us love one another, for Icve is of 
•• God, and ewery one that loveth^ is born of God» 
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« and «* knawtsth** God (iy* The ohjeSt of a 
ChrifKan's wodhip^ and tbe knowlege of God, as fiur as 
it relates to ai^ moral and pra£ticalptirpofe, isfodear 
and plain, that he may widi truth affirm, &xt 
^ he knows'* what he worihtps. But if the objed be 
multiplied, or if unfcriptural terms be ufed to exprels 
it by ; if his faith be perplexed, and his reafon coa- 
founded, and what ought to be known ^ firom Ae 
" leaft to die greateft," be fo myfteriou?, as to be 
uhderftood by neither ; then it may be £iid of him, 
^ that he worfhips he knows not what.'^ 

But ignorance and fuperftition were fbon to give 
way to truth and reafon; and thefe abuies to be 
rectified by a refipimation, which was then to take 
phce. ^^ The hour comedi, and now is, fays our 
^ Sai^iour, when tbe trj^e worfliippers, (hall woHhip 
^ the Father i& fpiritandin truth; for tte Father 
^ feeketh fiicb to worihip Him/' An end Was to 
be put at once to the contention^ which had produced 
fuch heat and anunodty between, the Jews and 
Samaritans. 'The temple of Jerufidem, and the 
fervice in it, which God himfelf had inftituted, 
was foon to ceafe ; and all that was to be required, 
was that men ihould woribtp ^* the Father, in fpirit 
and in truth." To do this effectually, there needed 
neither forms nor ceremonies ; no folemn templesi 
nor coftly vi^lims, but the offering only of a cleaa 
hand, and a pure heart ^^ Lord, who iball abide in 
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^ thy tahemack? who fhall dwell on tby holy hill f 
^ He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righte^ 
^ ouihefs, and fpeaketh the truth firom his beart« He 
<< that ha^ ufed no deceit in his tongue, nor done 
^ evil to his neighbour, and hath not flandered hi) 
^ neighbour. He that fetteth not by himfelfi but i» 
^ lowly in his own eyes, and maketfa much of them 
<< that fear die Lord. He that fweareth to his neigh- 
*< hour, and difappointetb him not, though it wer6 
^' to his own, hindrance. He that hath not given hit 
'* money upon ufury^ nor hath taken reward againft 
^ the innocent; whofo doeth thefe things fhaD never 
^ fall." The worfhip of this man is acceptable, 
and he it is that frequents the tabernacle of the Lord^ 
in fpirit and m truth. 

Having fully coi^dered thie feveral points, which 
were the fubje6ts of our Saviour's difcourfe,> with the 
woman of Samaria, I fhall make a few remarks upon> 
it and conclude. 

Firft, it follows from what has been feid. That it 
is to no purpofe to be zealous for di& place, or cere- 
monies of worfhip, when the do3rines of rt are 
erroneous ; much lefs to plead antiquity for the cgn- 
tinuance of what ought never to have been admitted* 
For if length of time fan£tify abufes^ and age make 
error venerable, the church of Rome has a plea tO" 
urge, which no one that has reformed from her can 
difpute : For in this cafe, her precedence would be 
her greateft honour. But if there be a church of 
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ftilL gMHtf antiquity than them aU^--^^^ a^oriou^ 
diurch, not having fpot or wntdde^ or any fuck 
thing, but holy and widiout Uemifh/' which has 
trud) itfidf fix its author, and . falvatioii for its end| 
it is the cbriJHan cburcb we fhould be zealous for^ 
wherever is its place5 and whoever worfliips in it» 
Nor need its faithful members ever fear that any 
(knger can befal itk What force or power can aCail 
that fabric^ " whidi is bwk upon the foundation of 
^ the Apoftiea, Jefus Ckrift Urmfelf being the chief 
"^ corner ftone ?'' The danger is not from without, 
hut withlii. ^^ The gates of Hell fhaU not prevafl 
againfl it.'' ^ But if any man build upon this 
^^ foundation, wood, hay, or flubble ; if ai^ man 
** debafe the fcriptures, by adding to them abfiirditie^ 
*^ in do<9:rine, or fuperftitions in prafllce, his work 
^< fhall be made manifeft ; for the day (haU declare 
^^ it ; becaufe it fhall be revealed by fire, and ^e 
*^ fire fhall tr}' every man^s work of what fort it is.'* 

II. Our Saviour has predi£hd^ a reformation 
would take place in the public worfhip ; and a day 
would come, ^ whoi the true wor&ippers^ would 
"*♦ worfhip the Father, in fprrit and in truth." Thaft 
this was not done in fuch purity as it ought, even in 
the jewifh church, which God's own right hand had 
planted, appears from the hypoCrify and fuperflition, 
with v/hich the Jev^ were fo jufHy chained. Much 
lefs was it done in Samaria, •* where they worfhipped 
^ idols in company with Jehovah.'* The progrefs 
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:ftat (Uvine tr utk made, during die maai&ry cf Cbrtft 
«nd his Apofties is aftpniflang. The corruptions, 
Itow&vei^ which iboa Allowed, are too well li;nowh 
to need any remark. ** The enemy fowed tares 
«m(Rig the good fced^" which grew and increafed 
wonderfally. The revival oi teaming brings us to 
the asra of the Reformation, when the light of truth 
JMToke forth again^ and held religion to our view; 
-not indeed clad in her brighteft atdre^ but difgraced 
with too many (^ die tawdry ornaments widi which 
achriftian idolaters had di%uifed her. Much was then 
done, but much ftill remains to be done. That 
churches, as weU as individuals, have not erred^ ib 
too much for human frailty to affiime« We are 
** allowed** tx> 6y, " that the church of Jecu&lem, 
^^ of Antioch) of Alexandria^ of Rome, have errad.^ 
And if we do not arrogate to ^ ourielves" that in- 
£dlibility, which was the caufe of our feparation 
from the latter, " We " may have erred likewift. 
But if candour will permit us to fee our errors, and if 
w^ have good ijbnfe to corre<3: them, we may be .able 
in time to avoid die ikte that now awaits the See of 
Rome, which is tottering to its very bafis, by the 
weight of its own corruptions. And this we may be 
affured of, that " God will never fuffer his truth to 
'<* fail." For it amidft the general revolt of his own 
people, who were purpofely fet apart to worlhip 
him, " he referved unto himfelf, feven thoufend 
" knees, which bad not bowed to Baal," will that 
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pto^titCf remaiii unfulfilled) wbtcb exprefsly bp^ 
^ tiiat the time was coming, when the /* true wor<^ 
^ ihippers fhould worfbip the Father in fpirit and ia 
^ truth i" 

Laftlj)— »I have only to add, that we, of this en« 
lightened age and nation, who ^^ make our boail <^ 
*^. God, and profefs to know his will and approve 
^^ the thbgs that are more excellent,'' that we be 
careful to let our pra£lice keep pace with our know- 
kge ; that in our belief we <^ hdd hik the &ith once 
^ delivered to the faints," winch was given to them 
in a very fhort fummary : ** To believe Thee to be 
die only true God, and Jefus, whom thou haft fent^ 
to be the Chrift -/* and that in our worfhip^ we be 
in the number of thofe, who in the text, are ftiled 
^ the only true worfhippers j who worfhip the Father 
^ in fpirit and in truth." Thus our light will fo 
(hine before men, that they will glorify our Father 
which is in heaven* 

To whom be afcribed all hosiour, power, might,> 
majefly, and dominiont henceforth and for 
> • eveTr 
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